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Igoe Hall Photography Darkrooms
The Igoe Hall Photography Darkrooms are only available to students who are currently enrolled or 
have taken a photography class at Fredonia. All students enrolled in photography classes have 
access to the facilities through the use of a security card swipe system. Students who want to use 
the facilities but are not currently enrolled in a class must receive permission from the photography 
professors and pay a lab fee to use the facilities. Students who have not taken a photography class at 
Fredonia may not use the facilities.

Computer Labs
The Visual Arts and New Media computer labs exist in three buildings on campus, the 3rd floor of 
Rockefeller, the 2nd floor of McEwen and the basement of Igoe Hall in the photography facilities. 
While each of the labs is dedicated primarily to certain programs, all labs are available for use by all 
students in the department. These labs are funded by the Student Technology Fee and are designed 
to meet the needs of the students in Visual Arts and New Media. The department uses Macintosh 
computers for all its instruction in its labs.

McEwen 106
The McEwen Lab is primarily for students enrolled in the department as Media Arts or Animation 
and Illustration majors. The lab is designed for audio/video production, interactive design and 
animation production. The lab is open 24/7 through the use of a security card swipe system. 
Students who are media arts or animation and illustration majors or are enrolled in a course that 
utilizes the lab may use this facility. Students who are not majors or enrolled in a course but require 
access to the McEwen Lab may petition to the department chair for admission to the lab by 
demonstrating a need to use to hardware or software in the lab.

Rockefeller Arts Center 307/309
The labs located in 307/309 RAC are used primarily by the students enrolled in 2-D design (307) and 
graphic design (309) courses. The labs can be accessed during the day by obtaining a key either in the 
department office or through University Police. Students wishing to use the lab after the building is 
closed must have a late pass to be in the RAC (see the Appendix for a complete listing of the Late 
Pass Policy) and must enter the building before it is closed. There are three computers in 307 along 
the right-side wall which have internet access and are open for general use by VANM students when 
classes are not being held in the lab. Printing in these labs is restricted. Students may only print to 
the printers indicated on the desktop. Students who are not graphic design majors may appeal to the 
department chair for access to the lab and any printing facilities.

Igoe Computer Lab
The Igoe Lab (located in the basement of Igoe Hall) is primarily for the use of students enrolled in 
photography classes. This lab is only available to students with access through the use of a security 
card swipe system. The computer lab is unavailable during a scheduled class time and open lab hours 
will be posted on the door at the beginning of every semester. There is a large-format printer 
connected to this lab. Students wishing to print projects from the large-format printer should speak 
to Professor Steve Komp in Photography.
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DEPARTMENT OF VISUAL ARTS AND NEW MEDIA
24-Hour Review Process and Requirements

One of the requirements for completing a major in the Visual Arts and New Media at Fredonia is participation in 
the 24-Hour Review. Its purpose is to provide visual arts and new media students an opportunity to have their 
work critiqued by a group of faculty, some of who will be outside a student’s anticipated area of study. It also 
presents the students with an opportunity to think, write and speak about their work and artistic direction, and to 
get an overview of their progress. It is an important exercise in preparing students for their final years of work. 

Participation is 24-Hour Review is a graduation requirement and will be used to evaluate student progress but is 
also used to award the Chautauqua Craft Alliance and Marano/Gnirke Scholarships. 24-Hour Review scores 
are also used in conjunction with the BFA Review. Students who score 3.5 or greater during the 24-hour 
review along with a 3.25 or higher GPA in all Visual Art and New Media courses and 3.0 or higher cumulative 
GPA along with approval of the major area may gain advanced acceptance to BFA without another committee 
review.

Students who have completed, or are in the process of completing, twenty-four credit hours of visual arts and new 
media courses, including art history and studio transfer credit hours but excluding V.A.P, must participate in 
this review. A list of eligible students will be posted on Blackboard as well as outside the Visual Arts and 
Media Arts Department offices. A second list of the time schedule will be posted well before the review. The 
critiques will take place over a three-day period; participating students are excused from VANM courses during 
this period.

This is what you should prepare:

1) In addition to submitting artwork, a typewritten essay addressing all of the topics (on the reverse side of this 
sheet) is required. These topics will open the dialogue between you and your committee. Write this in a clear 
and literate manner. The topics should be addressed in essay form (a narrative) not in a numbered list, and must 
be approximately 500-1000 words (3-page maximum). Carefully proofread the essay and provide four copies 
(one for each member of your committee and one for your permanent file) to the department secretary, 217 
RAC. The essays should be clearly labeled with your name and your committee member’s names.  It is your 
responsibility to provide enough copies.  The departmental secretary will not Xerox copies for you.

2) You should bring the following to your review session (organize the work by course);
• As much work as possible from all the studio courses you have taken or are taking here at Fredonia.  Transfer 

students may bring work from courses taken at another institution but please label as to when the course was 
taken and where.  (Large work or work no longer available may be shown through slides or other photographic 
documentation).  

• All sketchbooks/journals filled or being filled either for personal use or as a course requirement. Also include 
any thumbnails or roughs.

• Work done on your own, outside of a regular class.

You will be required to speak about your artwork and your experiences in the Department during the review. 
Reviewers will evaluate your ability to orally express your thoughts clearly and effectively. You will be 
evaluated on your ability to explain and describe the material presented, clearness of presentation, level of 
critical thinking and effective communication technique. 

See the schedule posted by the secretary’s office for location and day/time. Come at the appointed time and place; 
reviews will be held in rotation between RAC 320, 321, 323, 328, 231, 239 and McEwen 106 and last 30 
minutes (with fifteen minute breaks per review). Allow one hour for the review to allow for setup before your 
committee arrives, the review itself, and time to dismantle before the next review group enters the room. Please 
be sure to arrive at least fifteen minutes early to keep on schedule. You should group your work by course and 
clearly label the work with the course name and number.
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DEPARTMENT OF VISUAL ARTS AND NEW MEDIA
24-Hour Review Essay Discussion Topics

In addition to the presentation of your artwork for review, please write an essay that addresses the following topics. 
Please read the topics carefully and answer the questions in essay form. Your essay must be approximately 500-
1000 words (3 page maximum), typed, double-spaced.

Why have you chosen to study Visual Arts or Media Arts at SUNY Fredonia?
 
Have you reached a decision about where you would like to concentrate your studies? If you have, what excites you 
about that particular area or medium? If you are still unsure, where do you think your strengths lie? 

What are your expectations for your education at Fredonia?

What educational experiences outside of the department have been of interest to you and why?

How do you supplement your formal education in the arts? Do you read books about artists or designers, do you 
subscribe to art and design magazines, and do you go to museum or galleries or visit art-related websites? 

Describe your professional goals after graduation. What do you see yourself doing the year after you graduate? 
What do you want to be doing in five years?

If that does not happen, what are your alternatives? 

What is the value of an education in the arts?

How does your own level of commitment and responsibility impact your education?
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SAMPLE
Department of Visual Arts + New Media

24 Hour Review - Evaluator’s Score Sheet and Comments
Scored on a scale of 0 - 5 with 5 being the highest

Student’s Name: Date: Average Score: /5

________________________________________________________            __________________            ________

Reviewer: _________________________ Score:            /25 =     /5

Level of Compositional and Observational Skill 0 1 2 3 4 5
Comprehension, Originality and/or Problem-solving Ability 0 1 2 3 4 5
Effective use of Visual Vocabulary in Oral Communication 0 1 2 3 4 5
Level of Analysis in Written Statement 0 1 2 3 4 5
Level of Commitment /Dedication to Professional Development 0 1 2 3 4 5

Comments:

___________________________________________________            _______________________            ________

Reviewer: _________________________ Score:            /25 =     /5

Level of Compositional and Observational Skill 0 1 2 3 4 5
Comprehension, Originality and/or Problem-solving Ability 0 1 2 3 4 5
Effective use of Visual Vocabulary in Oral Communication 0 1 2 3 4 5
Level of Analysis in Written Statement 0 1 2 3 4 5
Level of Commitment /Dedication to Professional Development 0 1 2 3 4 5

Comments:

______________________________________________________            ____________________            ________

Reviewer: _________________________ Score:            /25 =     /5

Level of Compositional and Observational Skill 0 1 2 3 4 5
Comprehension, Originality and/or Problem-solving Ability 0 1 2 3 4 5
Effective use of Visual Vocabulary in Oral Communication 0 1 2 3 4 5
Level of Analysis in Written Statement 0 1 2 3 4 5
Level of Commitment /Dedication to Professional Development 0 1 2 3 4 5

Comments:

__________________________________________            ________________________________            ________
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B.F.A in the Visual Arts and New Media Review 
Process and Requirements

• Review panels will occur in the Fall semester (prior to pre-registration). All students interested in B.F.A. status must 
initially apply in Fall of their junior year. Transfer student may initially apply for B.F.A. status in the spring semester of 
their junior level year, but no student (native or transfer) may initially apply for B.F.A. status in their senior level year.

• Students wishing to apply must have completed a minimum of 27 credits in Visual Arts and New Media courses.

• Students must have a minimum G.P.A. of 3.0 in Visual Arts and New Media courses, including Art History, and a 
minimum G.P.A. 2.0 is required in all courses taken outside the department. With approval of the major area, 
students with a 3.25 or higher GPA in all Visual Art and New Media courses and 3.0 or higher cumulative GPA and a 
score of 3.5 or greater during the 24-hour review may gain advanced acceptance to BFA without committee review.

• Students must select a committee of three full-time Visual Art and New Media faculty to serve as their review panel; 
one faculty member must represent the major, the remaining two must be from outside the individual major area. 
Students must contact the chosen faculty members individually to discuss their intention to apply for the B.F.A. well 
in advance of the scheduled review time frame.

• The faculty member from the chosen major will serve as chair of the review committee and is responsible for 
checking the student’s folder to verify that a minimum of 27 credits in art have been taken and that the G.P.A. is 
sufficient. The faculty member must do so before the student schedules a committee meeting.

• Students are required to submit (at least one week in advance to all members of the review committee and the 
department secretary) a written statement about their work. The content of this statement should be discussed with 
the chair of the committee in advance. It should contain a statement explaining why the student wishes to gain BFA 
status in a specific major.  

• Students will be responsible for presenting examples of work from all art courses taken in the concentration. 
Outside work is expected. All work should be labeled with the student’s name, course for which work was done, and 
the semester completed.

• After consideration/discussion, the committee will complete the B.F.A. Review Evaluation form. If accepted into a 
B.F.A. major, the student is then responsible for completing a Change of Major form. The Change of Major form must 
be submitted to the department secretary and must have an authorizing signature from the B.F.A. committee chair 
for appropriate processing.

• Students waived out of the Review requirement must still complete a Change of Major form. A signature from the 
major area representative must accompany the Change of Major form.

•  A student whose initial application for the B.F.A. degree is rejected may reapply after one additional semester of 
study. The student may choose two different faculty members for the appeal panel, but must still include the faculty 
member from their chosen major.

• Native Fredonia student cannot apply for BFA status after completing six semesters of Fredonia coursework, 
transfer students cannot apply after completing 4 semesters of Fredonia coursework. 

• Students wishing to double major after acceptance into a single major must seek area approval from the new major 
area, which may require a second review. To complete a double-major students must fulfill the requirements of both 
degrees without substitution of required courses.
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SAMPLE
Departmental Review – B. F. A. Evaluation

Copies to: Student
Registrar
Advisor

Board Evaluation: B.F.A.
B.A.
Reapply

Review Board:

GPA/Art
Credit Hours/Art

Date of Review:Social Security #:

Advisor:Review: 1 2Student:

Comments:

Recommended Status:       BFA       BA       Reapply Signature:  
______________________________________________________________________________

Comments:

Recommended Status:       BFA       BA       Reapply Signature:  
______________________________________________________________________________

Comments:

Recommended Status:       BFA       BA       Reapply Signature:  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________
  Department Chair 
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DEPARTMENT OF VISUAL ARTS AND NEW MEDIA
Rockefeller Art Center Evening and Weekend Studio Access Policy

• Your FREDcard allows the student to use the RAC studios weeknights until 2:00 a.m. and weekends 
(Saturday & Sunday until 11:00 p.m.)

• Entrance to the building will not be allowed after 11:00 p.m. on weeknights or 8:00 p.m. on weekends.  
Students must be in the building prior to these closing times.

• Students must have their FREDcard with them for after hour use.  Students who are asked for their FREDcard 
at any time, and cannot produce it, will be asked to leave and are expected to do so.  

• No alcohol or drugs are allowed in the building.

• It is expected that students are here after hours to work. Guests are not allowed.

• Any departure from these guidelines will result in the loss of an individual’s privileges.

NOTE:  Failure of students to comply with evening and weekend studio expectations and policy will 
jeopardize after hour access to Rockefeller for ALL students.

There is a red security phone in the hallway outside RAC 233 connected to University Police in the case of an 
emergency.
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Visiting Artist Program

Guidelines for VAP Make-Up Event Summaries 

Students who miss more than one VAP lecture are provided with as opportunity to make up one absence by 
seeking out and critically analyzing another regional art-related exhibition or lecture. This guideline is created to 
provide you with what is expected in your written composition - a thorough 3 page critical review.

Think of this critical review as a brief review that would appear in an alternative weekly city paper or a student 
newspaper like The Leader. Imagine you are a critic who must describe the lecture/exhibition to a group of 
friends considering attending the exhibition or lecture series. One section will likely be devoted to a descriptive 
overview of the event and another to your analysis, reaction and opinion. Begin with the basics-what was 
title/theme of the event, where did it take place, how long is the exhibition on view? Move on to a general 
description and summary of the event and follow this with a close analysis of a few key artworks (if exhibition 
review) or salient points (if lecture). Was the exhibition or lecture worth attending in your opinion? Why or why 
not? What was the intended goal or point the speaker or artist or curator was hoping to convey? Were those 
goals met, in your opinion? Why or why not?  You might even come up with a fictional journalistic name and 
persona for these reviews (but make sure your “real” name appears on the assignment too!)

Be as specific as possible in your summaries by replacing generic conclusions like "it was good" and "it was 
bad" with concrete examples of what you found to be compelling and/or disappointing about the event. Create a 
visual picture of the event for your reader so they can imagine it for themselves. Give your review a creative title 
that indicates its content and include the title at the top of the page. Go beyond reporting the “facts” and make 
it interesting to read.

• 3 pages double-spaced or 1-2 pages single-spaced, 1” margins, 12 pt. Times Roman font, page numbers, 
STAPLED upper left, student name, title of review

∞ Relevant events include:
- on-campus and local art exhibitions (such as student shows in the Christian Gallery or Williams Center)
- local exhibitions at the Adams Art Gallery in Dunkirk or student off-campus exhibitions.
- any special museum or gallery exhibition you might visit elsewhere during the term (in the Buffalo area 

this could include: Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Burchfield-Penney Art Center, Hallwall's 
Contemporary Art Centre and CEPA) Please staple a pamphlet (if available) from the exhibition 
and your entrance stub to your review. 

Notes/Tips:

• all exhibition reviews must include: the name, location and duration of the exhibition reviewed; a summary of 
the exhibition; a close analysis of 1-2 specific artworks;  the name of each artist who created work under 
discussion; and the title, date and medium of the work.

• although you should select an exhibition or lecture in which you have a genuine interest, don't be afraid to write 
a negative review if you truly felt the exhibition or lecture wasn't worth your time. Just be clear and specific 
when describing the event.
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• If you choose to visit the Albright-Knox Art Gallery in Buffalo, do not attempt to review the entire content of 
the museum. Select whichever small, focused exhibitions they are featuring at the time.

• instead of saying “what stuck out to me” try “what stood out to me” or “what struck me” or “I was impressed 
with.” Avoid words and phrases that are too colloquial or informal.

• find other words for artwork than “piece/piece of art” try “artwork” or specific reference to medium like “this 
sculpture/film/painting/photograph”

• find alternative verbs for the phrase “done by.” Try “created,” “produced,” “painted,” “formed,” “shot,” 
“executed” instead.
 
• make sure your title is informative, creative, and hints at content of review and/or opinion

• in order to receive full credit, the review has to be so good it could be published in The Leader (free from 
typos, polished, not too informal, engaging, etc)

• avoid using adjectives like “good,” “bad,” “interesting,” “beautiful,” and  “unique.” These words are vague and 
subjective. Construct an argument whereby your reader will be convinced of an artwork's “beauty” or 
“uniqueness” via thorough formal analysis and doesn't just have to take your word for it.
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