
Department of Communication Disorders and Sciences
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Where Success is a Tradition

Nearly every student who earns a bachelor’s degree from 

SUNY Fredonia’s competitive program in Communications 

Disorders and Sciences chooses to pursue a master’s degree 

as well—either at Fredonia or another institution—to achieve 

their goal of certification and licensure. The department also 

offers a minor in Communications Disorders and Sciences 

to undergraduates seeking to enhance other majors. The 

department seeks to combine professional preparation with a 

solid grounding in general and liberal education. The graduate 

program in Speech-Language Pathology is accredited by the 

Council on Academic Accreditation of the American Speech-

Language-Hearing Association.

To view the online  

academic catalog go to

www.fredonia.edu/catalog

Clinical training (above) is supervised by Speech-Language Pathologists 

using closed circuit technology (at right).



Speech-language pathologists (SLPs) make a difference in the lives of individuals who are 

unable to communicate. Perhaps you know a family member whose speaking ability improved 

after receiving therapy from a speech-language pathologist. Maybe you have a friend who 

is hearing impaired and wears a hearing aid or have a family member who had a stroke and 

could not swallow until receiving therapy. They were all helped by SLPs. SUNY Fredonia’s 

Bachelor of Science program in Communication Disorders and Sciences, a pre-professional, 

non-certification program, and its master’s degree program in Speech-Language Pathology 

can prepare you for this challenging career.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that the nation will need about 120,000 

speech-language pathologists by 2012. The demand has grown in part because of the 

improvement in the diagnosis of speech and language impairments.

Graduate school training bridges the realms of academic and clinical learning.

F a c i l i t i e s

The department actively supports students 

in research, scholarship, creative processes, 

clinical practice, and service to the community. 

To achieve these goals, the program provides 

supervised diagnostic and outpatient services 

at the Henry C. Youngerman Center for 

Communication Disorders, located in Thompson 

Hall. The Speech-Language Pathology master’s 

degree program is built around two equally 

necessary sectors: the academic program 

and the clinical program. There are three 

specialized laboratories for research and 

clinical training, including a Speech Production 

Laboratory, a Communication Disorders 

Laboratory including state-of-the-art speech 

instrumentation, and a Language Laboratory.

G r a d u a t e s

SUNY Fredonia’s speech-language pathologists 

(SLPs) are in demand in a variety of educa-

tional, medical, and therapeutic settings. Most 

graduates accept positions in school districts, 

hospitals, clinics, rehabilitation centers, medi-

cal practice groups, and nursing home settings. 

Some graduates prefer working with adults or 

children with a hearing impairment, providing 

early intervention services to children or ser-

vices in the new field of corporate speech pa-

thology. Upon completion of a master’s degree, 

graduates complete a Clinical Fellowship Year 

to meet American Speech-Language Hearing 

Association (ASHA) certification and New York 

state licensing requirements. 

In 2008 and 2009, 100% of Fredonia graduates passed the  
national Praxis® assessment exam for licensure and certification  

on the first attempt and are employed.

Fredonia students are given the opportunity to provide language and vocabulary  
development services within a natural environment.

Paul G. Blanchet, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 
Louisiana State University

Anny P. Castilla, Ph.D. 
University of Toronto

Christine G. Gerber, M.S.Ed., CCC-SLP 
Colorado State University

Kevin P. Kearns, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 
University of Kansas

ACADEMIC         AND    CLINICAL         F AC  U L T Y

The outstanding teaching and clinical faculty in the Department of Communication Disorders 

and Sciences, in addition to working with undergraduate and master’s level students, are active 

scholars and clinicians in a variety of specialties.

Timothy F. Overbeck, M.S.Ed., CCC-SLP 
SUNY Fredonia

Nicole A. Piazza, M.S. Ed., CCC-SLP 
SUNY Fredonia

Bridget A. Russell, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 
State University at Buffalo

Melissa A. Sidor, M.S.Ed., CCC-SLP 
SUNY Fredonia

Kim L. Tillery, Ph.D., CCC-A 
State University at Buffalo

Marc L. Wilcox, M.S.Ed., CCC-A 
SUNY Fredonia

Julie L. Williams, M.S.Ed., CCC-SLP 
SUNY Fredonia

Most speech-language pathologists  

select the profession due to a  

personal experience.


