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TI-SmartviewTM: Emulator Software for the TI-84 Plus Family

What is TI-SmartviewTM?
TI-SmartviewTM is an easy-to-use program for both Windows and Mac that compliments the TI-83 and TI-84 family of calculators. This software, along with the use of a computer projector, allows teachers to show entire classrooms interactive representations of the calculators display. The software also has a screen capture built in that allows teachers to include images from the calculator in lessons and worksheets. 
Key Features of SmartviewTM
· Highly interactive computer emulation of the TI-83 and TI-84 family of graphing calculators

· Helps increase student understanding by simultaneously showing multiple representations of equations

· Increases teacher familiarity and comfort with graphing calculator use through preloaded demonstrations

· Provides a clear and easy way for students to follow along by displaying key press sequences

· Easily integrates with existing projection systems and interactive whiteboards

How to get TI-SmartviewTM
TI SmartviewTM is available for purchase online through Texas Instruments at http://www.education.ti.com or through other computer software dealers. 

TI-SmartviewTM Crash Course
This crash course will provide some practice using the software. It will contain step by step instructions on how to create a simple graph using TI-SmartviewTM and then have you create and save a few screen shots. Red text indicates an action you have to perform.
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Step 1: Open the TI-SmartviewTM software. The home screen will open up. On the home page the first time you open the software the calculator will be displayed along with three other screens. Initially the equation, table, and graph screens are open. This is the view3 feature. The three display screens can be changed under the view menu. By selecting the view3 options… the three screens can be changed. Change the three screens to show stat plot, list, and window. After you complete this change the screens back to the original defaults.
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Step 2: Using your mouse, type in a simple calculation into the calculator and hit enter. On the right side of the screen are the keystrokes you took when entering the calculation. Having the keystrokes displayed is great because it gives you the ability to check your work. With this feature you can also include the keystrokes in worksheets so students can learn to use their calculators properly. Experiment with using the 2nd feature on the calculator and notice what keys are shown in the Key Press History.
Step 3: Now that we have looked at a few of the key features of the software lets actually create something. Create the graph y=x2. Using the view3 feature, display the equation, table, and window screens. Also, change the window display so it shows x values from (-10, 10) and y values from (0,100). The next page contains what your displays should look like.
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Picture of solution to Step 3

Step 4: Does your screen match the one above? If not, check the keystrokes to make sure you took all the right steps. Having the ability to check the keystrokes will not only help you but also allows you to help your students if they are getting an error on their calculator. 
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Step 5: One of the best features of this program, especially for teachers, is the screen capture feature. Before we look at this, calculate the value of 82 using the trace feature on your calculator. Again, you can see the keystrokes you took in the history. Next, click the screen capture button, the little camera below the view menu on the top. The screen that pops up allows you to save or copy the image that is showing up on your calculator. Having this feature allows you to add screen shots into work sheets. Again this gives you a great way of showing students how to use their calculators. 

Other Features of TI-SmartviewTM
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Scripts: The script feature of TI-SmartviewTM is perfect to use during classroom lessons. Scripts allow you to give step by step instructions on how to use features of the calculator. This could be used in place of a PowerPoint presentation with multiple screen captures because this feature will display the keystrokes and the screens at the same time. Scripts can be saved and edited which is a great time saving feature. Lastly, the scripts feature also allows teachers to add pauses and delays which can help with the timing of lessons, and a text feature that allows you to insert relevant notes. This picture shows a sample script that outlines the TI-SmartviewTM Crash Course. The house simply makes the script start at the home screen. The pause was added to show the break between step 4 and 5. This would be a great time during a lesson to discuss the uses of the graphing and tracing feature. 
Shortcuts: TI-SmartviewTM can also be used without the mouse. Included in the Guidebook that comes with the software on page 43 is a listing of all the shortcut keys when using the keyboard. Having the shortcut keys written down for your lesson will save valuable time taken by clicking each button with the mouse. So the last thing you should do, open your smart view and type in, using your keyboard, F1, shift X, I, F2, Down, Down, Down, 0, Down, 1, 0, 0, F5, F4, 8, Enter. Pretty neat huh?
TI-SmartviewTM is a great tool for the classroom. This software allows teachers to show students how to properly use their calculators. 
