
SUNY Fredonia Psychology Department Research Participation 
- Guide for Nonpsychology Instructors -
Overview

The psychology subject pool is used to recruit participants for research. Students are offered extra credit in their courses to encourage participation in studies. The subject pool is guided by the policies outlined below, and the Psychology Department would like you to be aware of these policies. 

Credits for Participation

Participants are awarded 1 extra credit for every 30 minutes of research participation. Instructors outside of psychology are free to integrate extra credit points into class grades as they see fit. However, the psychology department does suggest that each point be equivalent to a minimum of 0.5% improvement in the final grade, with 6 credits being the maximum number students can obtain. It is also important to also note that students who fail to show up for 3 research appointments are permanently blocked from signing up for further studies.  

Adding Classes to the Subject Pool

The subject pool is administered using a website. Instructors must provide electronic copies of rosters for any class they want to be part of the subject pool. Rosters are used to enter students into the research website and send them emails containing their account information. 

Electronic rosters must contain three pieces of student information: first name, last name, and login ID. Instructors can obtain rosters using the procedure outlined below. Once downloaded, rosters are forwarded to the subject pool coordinator (Guy Boysen; guy.boysen@fredonia.edu). 


Downloading Electronic Rosters

1.    Log into ANGEL and select the class that contains the roster you would like to download

2.   Click on the Manage tab 

3.   Click on the Roster link 

4.   At the top of the page click on the Export link 

5.   Give the file permission to Download and save the files. If you are using a PC you will see a yellow bar appear in the download window. Click on the yellow bar and allow the download to begin. 
Providing Information for Students

Research participation information for students is contained in the Research Participation Guide for Students in Courses Outside of Psychology. The guide contains the information students need to understand research participation. Instructors should obtain the guide from the psychology researcher they are working with and make it available to their students. The Research Participation Guide for Students in Courses Outside of Psychology is posted in electronic format on the Psychology Department webpage. Detailed instructions for using the research participation website and a FAQ are also available on the Psychology Department webpage. Posting links to these materials on course webpages may be helpful. 
Sign up Procedure

All study opportunities are posted on the research participating website (http://fredonia.sona-systems.com/). Students view these opportunities and sign up to participate using an individualized account. Unless otherwise specified by the instructor, students in nonpsychology courses will only be able to see and sign up for the studies of the researcher who recruited that course. Lost passwords can also be requested from the site. 

Final Extra Credit Totals 
Instructors will receive final summary reports of extra credit for their course during the last week of classes. The report will list the total credits earned for each student in a course. Students who dispute their total extra credit points should be referred to the system administrator (Guy Boysen; guy.boysen@fredonia.edu). 

Eligibility for Participation 

All research in the Psychology Department requires participants to be at least 18 years old. 

Voluntary Participation

Guidelines for human subjects research dictates that participation be completely voluntary. As such, professors should be careful to avoid coercing student into participation. 

Direct any questions to the Subject Pool Coordinator (Guy Boysen; guy.boysen@fredonia.edu). 

Please sign to signify that:

· I understand the policies outlined in this document. 

· I agree to offer extra credit to students in exchange for participation in psychology research.

· I will make the Research Participation Guide for Nonpsychology Courses available to my students. 

Electronic Instructor Signature: Click here to enter text. 

Date: Click here to enter text.
8.20.2011

