Final Paper Topic
English 100
This is the only paper of the semester that has a pre-determined audience, purpose, and forum.  This paper will be written to me and will assess your growth as a writer over this semester.  It will essentially be the introduction to your portfolio.  There are many places to begin getting ideas to write about.

•    Reread your commentaries and look for patterns in your writing.  The patterns may deal with your use of peer comments, your choice of audience, your purpose in writing, or other elements of your composition process.  Your commentaries will serve as the discovery writing for this paper.

· Look at your rubrics from the papers you have written.  What areas were highlighted?  What areas did you make improvements in?
•    Look at the bulleted questions below for more ideas. 

o    As you progressed through the semester, how do/did you see your role as a writer changing?  
o    How do you see the role of writers in general, and do you have a different understanding of writing now than you did when you started the course?
o    What are some of the difficulties you had with these assignments?  How did you attempt to handle them?  
o    What things went well or seemed easier than you thought they would be?
o    What are some skills that you wanted to try but you feel you a) weren’t given the opportunity or b) were too scared to try?  What would make it easier for you to experiment with your style?  
o    Were there other kinds of assignments you'd like to try?
o    And once again, look back at the first assignment we did in which you designed three continuums about your writing comfort.  What has changed, if anything, about these continuums as you would do them now?
This paper very well may be the longest you have written all semester because you’ll be analyzing your writing from the entire course.

Portfolio Revision
Unlike the rest of the essays you have written for this semester, you have no choice in revising this one.  YOU MUST HAVE A PORTFOLIO VERSION OF THIS ESSAY IN YOUR FINAL PORTFOLIO.  For the global revision, I am suggesting a business-like rhetorical situation.  Often, people are asked to submit “productivity reports” in which they explain what they have done for the year/quarter/academic period.  This report is sometimes used to justify their very employment or a raise/promotion.  I’d like you to view this portfolio revision as your productivity report in which you (“the employee”) justify to me (“your boss”) your “promotion” from this class to more advanced studies. That is, help me help you earn the grade you want.  Tell me why you have earned a passing grade in the course.  Of course, you might rely on the portfolio grading standards (available online) in order to do that.


