Midterm Conference Questionnaire

Before we have our midterm conferences, we need to look back and review what we've done so far.  Look at your three essays that you have written so far.  Look for patterns in your style, in your questions, in the peer responses, and in my responses to you about your writing.  Then take a few minutes to write informal answers to the following questions.  Answering these questions ahead of time will make our conference time much more productive.

Specific Questions:

For EACH essay, please come to the conference with ideas for the following:

What was something that you think you did well in the essay?  Why?

What was something you wished you had done better in the essay?  How could you revise the essay to include that?

What more information or skills do you need to revise the essay appropriately?

General Questions:

What do you feel are your strengths as a writer in these essays?  What do you feel you understood as the main task of the writer, and how well do you think you did that?  What skills did you improve on in these essays?

What do you feel are your weaknesses as a writer in these essays?  What areas do you feel you need improvement in, and what are your plans to do so? What skills do you wish we would have talked about more in class?  What are some areas that you wanted to try, but you feel you 1) weren't given the opportunity or 2) were too scared to try?

Look back at the first assignment we did in which you placed yourself on three separate continuums.  Are there any changes you would make on your continuums or have there been no changes in your writing comfort?



