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The Ripper Letters:  

The Hoaxes and 

the Possible Truth.
The fall of 1888 was a season of terror as a series of gruesome murders gained notoriety in the Whitechapel district of London, England.  The victims were five prostitutes: Mary Ann Nichols, Annie Chapman, Elizabeth Stride, Catharine Eddowes, and Mary Jane Kelly.  All were older women, (with the exception of Mary Kelly) with nowhere to go and no family ties to rely on.  Their murderer was Jack the Ripper, the most infamous criminal in British history.  He was never caught for the murders and his identity is still a subject of heated debate.  Today he remains a morbid character who embodies the Victorian obsession with death.  
Arguably the most mind frustrating aspect of the entire Ripper case is the hundreds of letters sent to the police and the newspapers in London.  All claimed to have been penned by the Ripper himself, but so far no solid proof for any of the letters’ authenticity has been found.  In fact, some were written by reporters of the newspapers themselves.  However, this doesn’t mean one letter might’ve been real, might’ve been written by the Ripper himself.
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There is one possible candidate for a true Ripper letter; the “From Hell” Letter.  The “From Hell” letter was sent to George Lusk, the president of the Whitechapel Vigilance Committee on October 16th with a small cardboard box containing half a human kidney preserved in wine.  The letter was written in red ink and was two gruesome sentences long with the words “From hell” placed at the top right corner.  The letter was compiled of a mess of grammatical mistakes and the spelling was done phonetically.
A transcript of the letter follows:
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From hell.
Mr Lusk,
Sor
I send you half the Kidne I took from one woman and prasarved it for you tother piece I fried and ate it was very nise. I may send you the bloody knif that took it out if you only wate a whil longer

signed
Catch me when you can Mishter Lusk



-- Transcript provided by Casebook.org
Examinations performed by Dr. Thomas Horrocks Openshaw confirmed that the half-kidney was indeed human and went even further to say that it was the missing half of Catharine Eddowes’ left kidney.  Openshaw also reported that both the half-kidney and Catharine Eddowes’ kidney show signs of Bright’s disease, a common affliction of many residents of the Whitechapel district.  However, there was no blood-testing back in 1888 so whether the half-kidney sent to Lusk really was Eddowes’ remains the subject of heavy speculation.  
The “From Hell” letter is one of the few not signed with the pseudonym “Jack the Ripper”.  Some believe that this point makes the letter a hoax, but based on analyses of recent serial killers the Ripper may have not wanted to give himself a name.  Serial killers, (the BTK Killer for example) have been found to be unwilling to draw attention to themselves and can generally blend into society with little or no trouble at all.  It could be assumed that the name “Jack the Ripper” was used by the Ripper himself only after it had gained notoriety through the newspapers.  Weeks before, the newspapers had reprinted a September 27th letter entitled “Dear Boss” which was signed “Jack the Ripper” and was also the first letter to do so.  By the time the “From Hell” letter was sent, Jack the Ripper had become a household name.  
Thus, the Ripper gained infamy among the people by sending a grotesque example of his brutality with a letter addressed with the chilling words “From hell”.  
“From Hell” letter.
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