Analyzing a Semester
Purpose:  To analyze my writing during this semester and talk about my struggles and my successes in writing and what this class has done for me throughout the semester. 

Audience:  My instructor 

Forum:  An English Portfolio 

As I submit this portfolio after a semester's worth of work, I keep asking myself if I've fulfilled my own expectations of this course. I'm not going to try and tell you that I didn't have any expectations. I knew that this course was going to be challenging; I just didn't know in what ways. I wanted to improve as a writer, but I didn't understand what improvement in writing exactly entailed. This semester has been a learning experience for me and has taught me not only discipline in my writing but also the benefits of writing, which go far beyond the classroom. 
I came into this class somewhat confident in my writing ability. I felt like I was a good writer, able to capture emotions on a page with vivid and descriptive phrases. Writing though, is an unending process, and I learned my writing wasn't complete. I've worked hard this semester to improve in the areas that I learned I lacked in. Now after months of work on this portfolio, I am ready for submission. But even after learning about the areas I struggled with and improving them, handing in this portfolio doesn't mean that I have now become a good writer. Becoming a better writer means understanding the unending process of improvement. 
Of the many areas where I realized I needed improvement, two have been the hardest struggle this semester. Writing my paper with a specific purpose to a specific audience in a certain forum was the first struggle and constant shortcoming of mine in my papers, but as the units passed my struggle became less and less. The second goes hand in hand with understanding that writing can always be improved and that is reflected in my final drafts of this portfolio. Revising papers was something I struggled with, mainly because of my ignorant belief that my papers were already good enough and improvement was not only unnecessary but impossible. 
The concept of an audience and a forum was very new to me. During high school, a high emphasis was never placed on these now important notions. Before you mentioned the strategy that Stephen King uses to write his stories, the thought of writing to a specific person never even occurred to me. Besides concentrating on an audience, developing a forum is also a major concern. By looking at my units you can see that even though I feel that I still struggle with these concepts, I have improved over the semester. The fourth unit is a good example of how I have improved in this area with both audience and forum. 
Revision is the one area I would like you to pay particularly close attention to in this portfolio. I put much time into my final drafts in order to revise them. Earlier in the semester when I didn't think I needed to revise my papers, I often didn't understand the basis behind your revision suggestions. I think as time went by, I began to grasp the paper as a whole. Revision doesn't just mean making the paper better grammatically. In high school when we revised our papers, the revision process was mainly fixing our sentences and making the paper flow better. In this class we looked at how our writing fit into our forum and revised our papers to fit that forum. When only looking at the words, revision doesn't mean the writing will be better. Revision means that as a whole the paper is improved. The important ideas that are involved, like audience and forum, are better incorporated into the writing. 

Each unit assigned this semester was in some way or another challenging. I tried to display a wide "variety of writing in each of my papers and tried to write differently. I accomplished something great in each unit but still struggled in some way. Yet with all of my units I feel that I overcame my struggles through my revisions. 
Unit I: 
The first unit was quite a challenge for the first assignment of the year. I had never tried to write about writing before. This assignment helped me better understand how writing had affected my life, but the paper was not without struggle. For my metaphor I chose writing to be similar to a puzzle, and then I wrote about two of my experiences in writing: my aunt's death and my trip to Mexico. The main problem with my Final-for-Now draft was the connection between the two events. Since the rest of the paper was fine, I felt the most appropriate method of revision would be to insert a well developed paragraph into the paper instead of changing a lot of little parts throughout the paper. My inserted paragraph can be seen in green on page 7. In this paragraph I focused on how both experiences were like vivid pictures in my mind, and how I had to piece them together with words on paper. I feel that I deserved the A on this paper and with this revision I helped make a better connection between my metaphor and my writing experiences. 
Unit II:  

By looking at some of the early activities on pages 39-40, I don't even really know from where the idea for my second unit came. The second unit was an introduction to audience, and so I chose something that I felt people needed to hear. Going on my mission trip to Mexico was a very influential event in my life, and so I wanted to write toward teenagers who probably felt the same way I did before I went to Mexico. This paper went through quite a few changes for the final draft and most all of them were directly related to my forum change. But way before my final draft, my paper went through some significant changes that helped it evolve into the final draft. Through the peer comments and your 

comments my paper changed each draft. The comment of Alexis, on page 47, sums up the transformation to my Final-for-Now draft. In the rough draft I told only a story, and so for revision I tried to focus a little more on the reader. The biggest improvement on this unit came from your comment. I really liked the idea of making the paper into information that a church would hand out. I took your comment one step further and formed a different purpose, audience, and forum. At my church we always have newsletters that update the church family. I thought changing my paper into this format would be a great way to improve the paper. On page 33 you can see how I accomplished this by adding a different introduction and ending the paper on page 38 by using a letter format. The A that I received on this paper was well earned, but because I really liked your suggestion for revision, I changed the paper, hopefully improving it! 
Unit Ill: 

Unit III is where I think I showed how I can write in very different ways. The sarcasm that I used was unlike my usual writing style, and I worked hard to make it fit. The major problem with my paper was the forum that I choose to place the article in. My forum went back and forth a little, and as I look back on the drafts, I think the forum of the rough draft was more appropriate than the Final-for-Now draft. It seems funny than I could make my paper worse through my revisions, but I think that my final draft finally accomplishes a forum that fits the article. I chose to place the sarcastic and sexist-like article in GQ magazine. This unit taught me how devastating an incorrect forum can be. Just a year ago in high school I wasn't even considering a forum when I wrote, but now a bad one can ruin my paper. I think that this small, yet significant change was an important step in improving this paper. 

Unit IV: 

The fourth unit is another great example of the changes that a paper can go through during revisions. I really enjoyed writing this paper, and when I handed in my Final-for- Now draft I thought that my paper was just as good as the first two units which I received A's on. When I got my grade back, I was shocked to see that I got a B on this paper. My writing wasn't bad, but again, I wrote the paper incorrectly for the forum I had chosen. From your comment, I decided to change the paper into more of a personal article. I accomplished this with a variety of different ways. If you look at my introduction on page 101, you can see that I start the paper off by trying to connect the writing with people's lives. Another simple change was to get rid of the block format that I used on the Final-for-Now draft. As much as I liked this, it did not fit for using "human voices" as you said in your suggestion on page 132. After that, I also inserted various other sentences which can be seen in green on the final draft. I think choosing to change this paper definitely makes the article a more appropriate fit to a magazine like US Weekly. I feel the revisions I made turns this B paper into an A paper. 

Unit V: 

For Unit V, I chose to globally revise Unit III. I did this for two main reasons. One was because of the fact that I received a B and thought that besides the forum, which I already changed, the unit could use some other improvements. The other reason I chose to revise Unit III was because of what a global revision entailed. Changing the perspective of the paper seemed like a fun revision for a paper, and using my sexist-like paper from the third unit worked wonderfully. Steve and Jake gave me some insightful ideas for my revision which can be found on pages 91-92. Steve gave me the idea of using a "Yes dear", and I used Jake's idea to incorporate how the male deals with his kids in the store. Unit V is placed after Unit III because I thought that it shows another great example of how I have improved in revisions this year. 

