The Greek in Me


When I was in high school I always joked to my friends that I was going to join a fraternity just because I am Greek. I always knew deep down that I wouldn’t, I was actually kind of scared because of the stories I heard about hazing. After coming to Illinois State I saw that fraternities weren’t really that bad and that all of them weren’t allowed to haze in the first place. Movies like Animal House enforce misperceptions and negative stereotypes that Fraternities are irresponsible, abusive, out of control, and partying organizations. Many movies that show fraternities in this point of view are only talking about the few fraternities that have broken the rules and aren’t fraternities anymore.


When I first decided to join a fraternity I didn’t know what to expect I was kind of nervous, but I knew at anytime I could drop out at anytime if I couldn’t handle all the work or if things were getting out of hand. At my first chapter meeting we read through some of the initiation requirements and I was very surprised. More than half of the 17 requirements stressed getting good grades. I know being in a fraternity makes you look good on your resume, but I also thought that a lot of fraternities were just about partying and being with girls all the time. In my fraternity we have to have a minimum GPA of 2.5, which is just a minimum they expect us to do a lot better than that and the reason I know this is because we have study sessions 2 hours Monday through Wednesday. My fraternity told the pledges that if any of them even needed help with homework or understanding a test that most of the guys in the house went through the same help and would always be more than happy to help them out. My fraternity offers free tutoring for people in the house or joining the house and also free tutoring for junior high and elementary students at nearby schools. All fraternities strive for academic excellence and all fraternities are supposed to have a GPA requirement to make sure students can get their work done and be part of the fraternity. Fraternities reflect a high level of achievement to be able to deal with all the work of a fraternity and also get good grades. It makes you a good well-rounded person for applications. Fraternities also offer time management skills, local and National scholarships, workshops and mentoring programs. 

Fraternities know why we all came to college; which is for school, they make sure that you do a good job and make school first. Fraternities aren’t supposed to haze there pledges, but if a pledge misses a study session or classes they can be punished by cleaning toilets and other jobs they wouldn’t want to do. 


Besides the stress on academics, fraternities also give back to the community with community service projects. The fraternity I am joining offers tutoring to struggling students in elementary schools and junior highs on Tuesday and Thursdays. We have to complete 20 hours of community service a semester to be a part of this fraternity which includes things like cleaning part of the highway. Projects like these are what bring fraternities together to build life long friendships. Many fraternities including the one I am joining require the people in the fraternity to join two clubs that our outside of the fraternity. This is a good opportunity to build your resume even more. There is probably clubs that have to do with your specific major too. 


Fraternities have a high emphasis on respect they want everyone in the fraternity to respect each other a long with the pledges. Fraternities expect everyone to have high ethical and personal standards. If someone in the fraternity I am pledging gets caught disrespecting a girl they are automatically kicked out of the fraternity. Everyone knows college students drink inside and out of the fraternities, but fraternities don’t tolerate drugs or drug paraphernalia. 


Fraternities strive for academic excellence, aid in the community, strengthen leadership skills, become good citizens, and create life long bonds. Fraternities are value based groups supported by their founding principles and objectives passed down to our generation. Greek life supports the development of personal character, friendship, scholarship, leadership, philanthropy, and good citizenship. Fraternities offer countless clubs and organizations.

1. I need more ideas on what to put into my paper do you have any suggestions?

2. Is there any other way to help me persuade the people that read this story?

