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Polonius:
What do you read, my lord?

Hamlet:
Words, words, words.

Welcome to the Advanced Placement English course at CHS, a study of words in all forms and at all levels.  Some changes have been made since last year in order to prepare you to take the AP English Literature and Composition and/or the Language and Composition test(s).

Main Text (supplied):  Damrosch, Leopold, et al., ed.  Adventures in English 

Literature.  Heritage ed.  NY:  Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1980.

Additional Texts (also supplied):  Shakespeare, William.  Hamlet. Adventures in 

British Literature, Volume 2. J.B. Priestley, ed.  NY:  Harcourt, Brace, 

Jovanovich, 1963.  

Gardner, John.  Grendel  NY:  Random House, 1971.    

Stoppard, Tom.  Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead.  NY: Grove, 1967.

Supplemental Texts (not supplied):  First Semester:  Beowulf.  Second 

Semester:  William Shakespeare's Twelfth Night.  Mary Shelley's 

Frankenstein; Virginia Woolf's To the Lighthouse.

I.  Course Objectives

A. This course will prepare students for college level content and standards 

by implementing a syllabus consistent with AP recommendations.  The course is the culmination of the challenging and demanding College Prep Program at CHS.  Students will be engaged in activities that will prepare them for the AP English test, for it is expected that they will seek college credit and/or placement from the college or university they attend.

B. This course will enable students to develop an appreciation of literature for personal fulfillment as well as the ability to analyze and discuss literature on an academic level.

C. This course will give students an opportunity to develop and refine writing skills introduced in previous courses and apply them to a variety of rhetorical situations.

II. Course Requirements

The following activities and assignments are required, which means that they must be completed in order for you to earn a complete grade.  See the course outline for further information on the assignments we will be covering.

A.  RHETORIC COURSEWORK.  This year you will write eight major assignments and a final project that will account for thirty percent of your final grade.  I will provide more specific information about each one at the appropriate time.

B.  EXAMS.  You will take a midterm and final exam each semester, which will account for forty percent of your semester grade.  In addition, you will be taking the AP test at various times to prepare you for the “real thing.”

C.  PRESENTATIONS.  Throughout this year, you will be required to make oral presentations to your classmates.  I will provide more specific information about each one at the appropriate time.  This will be part of your participation grade.

D.  ATTENDANCE and PARTICIPATION.  Part of your obligation to this class is to participate in the ongoing dialogue we will have about literature and writing in group activities, in individual activities, and in class discussions.  I frown upon absences because you've made a commitment to share in the class dialogue, and you can't do that if you're not here.  This will be twenty percent of your semester grade:  Lifeskills is five percent and classroom participation is fifteen percent.

E.  "WEEKLY" WORK.  These will be things like in-class writings, Lit Crit summaries and other odds and ends.  These grades will account for ten percent of the semester grade.

III.  General Policies

A. READING RESPONSIBILITY.  It is assumed that you will have read, understood, and thought about the reading assignments.  I will not insult your intelligence by giving you reading check quizzes, but instead will rely on two methods to make sure you are keeping up with assignments:  in-class writing and class discussion.

B. In the event of an ABSENCE, it is YOUR responsibility to see me before or after school or between classes for any missed assignments for which you will have a reasonable time to make up.  Just avoid the whole mess and be here.

C. If you are having PROBLEMS with the class, PLEASE see me.  That’s what school is about, people helping people.  I am here from 7:30 to 3:30 everyday, usually longer, and would LOVE to help you in this class.  My prep periods are A1 and D2.  You can be sure I will not hesitate to see you if you are having problems.  

D. GRADES are things I despise, as you will learn, but they will be calculated according to scale posted.  I will use a scale consistent with the student handbook.  Grade updates will be available upon request.

E.  CLASS RULES:
       1.  Be kind.  2.  Be kind.  3.  Be kind.
IV.  Course Outline

This is a tentative schedule of what I’d like us to accomplish this year.  

Revisions and rearrangements may be necessary, but we’ll make adjustments as the year progresses.

	Semester
	Reading
	Writing
	Speaking/Presenting

	1
	Anglo-Saxon:

Beowulf

Grendel

Medieval Period:

Canterbury Tales

Elizabethan Age:

Hamlet

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead
	Expressive and

Audience-Centered

Discourse
	Canterbury Tales report

	2
	Twelfth Night

Jacobean Age

Restoration

Romantic Period

Frankenstein

Novel Projects:

Silas Marner

Wuthering Heights

Jane Eyre

Rebecca

Victorian Age:

The Importance of Being Earnest

Modern Literature:

Pygmalion

To the Lighthouse
	Expository modes

Literary Analysis

Final writing project
	Novel Presentations


I know this is a lot of information for you to absorb all at once, so please ask if you have questions, now or later.

