Teaching Evaluation comments
Fall 2006

Math 122 Section 4

Need to make students participate more—call on individual students

I hated the presentations we had to do.

You had a good teaching skill but you need to let us do some work in class other than tests and quizzes. I know most of the work is out of class, but there was not too much in class help.

The problems we had to present are stupid and unnecessary 

they didn’t help me and no one liked them!

The tests should be a little easier.

Had trouble with time management, often made mistakes during class

Fumbled a lot, not good communication

Tests were very difficult!

Great [course]

Yes, would take another [course].

He could take more time to review before tests, recap on lessons, and make sure everyone understands what was taught before moving on. Went kind of fast. Very intelligent, kind, fair.

I thought the content could have been better. I don’t like the text.

He should ask the class more questions

Math 122 Section 3

Explain concepts better.

Great first semester! Nervous at times, but kept us amused and involved in math

I  felt that this course was great. I learned a lot, and felt like it was explained well.

He knows the subject matter very well. I would definitely take another course from him—he is very enthusiastic, cares about students progress, and willing to explain problems (
The requirements were fair and the content was substantially delved into.

The instructor is clear and concise. I am taking calculus two with him as my instructor.

Strengths: He knows what he is talking about

Weakness: He teaches too fast.

Everything seemed fine.

The instructor really does know his stuff, however this is his first year so I think he needs to work some things out.

I think that you can do well in this course if you put your mind to it.

I thought that he knew what he was talking about, but just a little confusing at times.

I seriously love him. He gets so into the material and keeps me alert. I love his grading system.

Sometimes I feel like his knowledge of the course processes in his head faster than it comes out of his mouth. For this as his first year he is awesome.

Taught directly from the book + lessons went to fast at times.

It was challenging and you get what you put in.

He was understanding and nice.

Very smart but cannot relay information very well. I would try not to take another course by him.

A lot of material for 1 semester.

I have know doubt that Cox is very knowledgeable, but he needs to learn how to teach better. More examples less proofs.

MATH 231

Overlaps a lot with other classes offered in Fredonia.

I think the instructor spreads himself too thin. Obvious how exhausted he is & course suffers slightly. Otherwise good instructor.

I found this course to be very challenging. Some of the homework did not go along with what we learned in class. The book was not very helpful when trying to find how to do a problem.

The instructor made a lot of mistakes when writing on the board. He moved very quickly through the material and it was difficult to keep up. He always seemed very rushed, and would not want to spend a lot of time on homework questions. I would not take another course from him because he moved too fast, and was not concerned about our progress!

The course content was extremely difficult, and often seemed to be overwhelming.

No [another course], because I did not understand his teaching methods. I feel as though we should have spent longer periods of time on sections in the book. I felt like we flew through entire chapters.

Course was challenging.
Instructor was a poor teacher. He taught right out of the book. We basically copied our book as notes. He did not do as many examples of concepts, only examples from book. He also had a hard time explaining concepts and was confused at times. I would not take another course with instructor.

Course was extremely challenging because notes in class are supposed to supplement the textbook not be directly from the book. Study guides need to be given more than two days before the test.  The answers need to be given with the study guides at all times. Test corrections would allow students to learn the material they did not know. More graded assignments so tests are weighted as much would be helpful. Things need to be handed back more quickly. Clear up beginning definitions that are used all semester. ~Please take our suggestions so next semester’s group goes more smoothly

Strength ~ Your mathematically smart.


~ Your exciting to teach & learn

Weakness ~ You need to keep up this crazy fast pace


~Not grading very fast


~Explaining things at a lower level so we can comprehend

Instructor frequently made mistakes on teaching the material, heavily relying on students who understood the material to correct him, making the students repeatitively cross out their notes and rewrite everything.

Dr. Cox crammed way too much material into this course—much more than past Linear Algebra courses. As a result, he rushed through the material + we were not well prepared for exams. He didn’t prepare us for exams—told us everything was important + to study all material. He didn’t review exam answers, nor did he provide and answer key to the exam.

Dr. Cox has poor time management skills. It should not take him 3 weeks to return exams. Our last exam will be (hopefully) given back the last class. With the last homework assignment, several students failed the assignment. He gave it back the day before the exam + did not review the answers. I will NOT recommend Dr. Cox or take another course from him.

Two quizzes (both in 1st month!) + 5 homework ((all true false questions!)) not adequate to help poor test takers salvage a decent grade—I received multiple complaints from multiple students about this and even told Dr. Cox, but he seemed unconcerned and, in fact, may have resented my passing the information on as from that point all my in class comments were “wrong”—even though on several occasions I showed him that he, in fact, had misunderstood what I’d said and my comment was in fact correct.

Slow returning graded papers for use as study guides.

Many errors made on board durning class.

Extremely reluctant to take advice from students concerning his methods of running the class.

Homework unrelated to exams. Work that was related was never turned in and graded. Provides no feedback during the semester as to student progress because relevant problems never assigned.

By end of semester he was so far behind that he was forced to skip multiple sections, stop assigning homework (real stuff to be handed in). Stopped giving quizzes, and barely got our last test back to us in time to study from it.

DON’T DO THE PROOFS! DO PROBLEMS INSTEAD!

Maybe for homework make it more computational and less theoretical
I liked the review sheets/answers for tests

Could explain topic more thouroughly.

Course content was helpful in other classes taken this semester.

I think the instructor needs to return the test in a quicker manner. Waiting 3 weeks for a test + then given the excuse that it was because he gave a calc test a week before us is not right. That excuse would never work for us as students, better time management would help him in grading. Also, an answer sheet to each test or just going over the test would be nice.

Takes forever to grade, never stops when giving notes just copys right from the book

Pointless review sheets

Rushes things + tries to cram everything in

I think the instructor has a great deal of knowledge on this subject. He did ask if anyone had questions at the beginning of class and periodically throughout.  Unfortunately the amount of homework required so much time outside of class that I don’t feel that the majority of class ever finished it. I struggled with the questions on the test, even though I did the homework and felt comfortable with the material in class. I’m not sure if it was me or the wording on the test.  I’m sure next semesters class will be different.

Strengths: he really knows his stuff, is very enthusiastic about teaching it. He’s very polite + cheery every day.

Weakness: We never actually went over a test to get the correct answers. I wish we could have slowed the pace down + decreased the amount of work/material that we were required to know for each test. Maybe have quizzes in between the unit test so there’s not so much for the test itself.

The course was very challenging. I felt that there was a lot of information crammed into the course.

I did not feel that the instructor did a good job teaching the course. He was often unprepared for class and took a long time to grade homeworks and tests.  I wish he would have had the tests and review sheets made up ahead of time so we could be more prepared for the tests. Although the teacher knew his material, he seemed to have a hard time explaining so that we could understand and he was often unsure of himself.

Book used too many proof and T/F type questions—not enough plug+chugs

Not enough hand in homework

Not if I don’t have to [take] another course

--Made topics too complicated sometimes.

--confused himself sometimes

--took long time to grade tests/hwks

--wishy-washy

Limit the material to the most pertinent information so there is not a need to rush through each topic. I don’t think it is necessary to assign every odd problem in each section. Pick out the ones that are most important and are similar to quiz/exam questions. Graded homework should also be similar to quiz/exam questions so we can get feedback on them before actually being tested on them. Don’t just assign T/F questions. Be more consistent when assigning homework and giving exams. Took way too long for our tests to be graded and returned.
I would not want to take another course with Dr. Cox. He moved through the material way to quickly leaving little time to comprehend the notes and ask questions on material we haven’t finished copying. If you are going to put notes and examples on the overhead you need to leave enough time for us to copy it down. Show more examples that are similar and relevant to the homework problems. You seem more concerned with finishing what you wanted to each day rather than making sure we understood the material.

Spring 2007
Math 231 

[From quantitative, a main point seems to be organization—be more organized.]

Loved the course…really interesting material. Homework problems (not the turn in)—too many! With all my other math courses I barely had time to complete the real HW. I think less problems every night (3 or 4 max would be easier and motivate more to complete them. True/False were not good!

Dr. Cox tried, you can tell, but he started going rapid fire speed and I lost him after the 1st exam. He at least tried to make up pts. w/ extra credit.

He is unorganized and somewhat confused about what he is teaching at times. He is still new at teaching and I think he may be learning better teaching techniques.

I feel when the instructor writes notes on the board he writes too much/takes too long to make points.  Also, it is frustrating when I try to take notes b/c as he writes his whole body will cover up what he’s writing, and then I am unable to catch up to him-> needs to slow down. The non-hand in homework is pointless because very few people do it since it’s so much. I tried to keep up w/ the daily assignments but after a while it became too much. I would recommend having longer hand-in assignments and on a weekly or biweekly schedule. This ensures that we are doing the assignments given. Also, make sure problems given are relevant to what we will be tested on in the class. Don’t just give us problems to give us problem, which I felt is what happened this semester. Also, have a certain day each week where we can ask questions for 10-20 min instead of random days. The instructor did do a good job of trying to help our grades by giving us extra credit.

This class was hard for me. A lot of problems were assigned, some didn’t seem to be relevant. There was too much information, I think it would be better to focus on a few topics in detail rather than a sample of everything.

Nice teacher. Grading policies, although inconsistent, were fair. Very concerned with our success. Willing to answer all questions. May be too willing to give in to students’ requests.

I really didn’t like the textbook for this course. It was hard to understand. Also a lot of the material on tests weren’t gone over

Strengths—knowledgable

Weaknesses—writes notes too fast on board, tests are extremely hard, not enough time to review before tests. Takes too long to get things handed back. Homework grading inconsistent.

I like it. Applications seem interesting.

Not very concise. I would take another course from him because I like his teaching style, and he’s enthusiastic. When I did go to class, I wasn’t falling asleep because he made the course interesting.

This class would have been very understandable if the instructor presented the material accurately.

Dr. Cox is not a good professor. He rushes and talks to the board. His review sheets are barely like his test—they are worded differently. I had to teach myself too much of the material and he is the professor—make it understandable. He takes a very long time to get tests, quizzes or homeworks back and having children is no excuse. We all have responsibilities and if you make excuses how do you expect your students not to do the same. Will not take another course from him! Be familiar with the material or do not present it.

His tests were nothing like the review sheets. I think he hates college students.

The instructor lectured to the board. I was too busy copying down notes to understand what was going. I’d go to his office for help, but he was too busy taking care of his kids. He used his kids as an excuse…a lot. He’s a terrible teacher & he moved too quickly. He should have had more tests worth less points & not make the final cumulative. Don’t rehire this crappy teacher back. He needs to learn how to be a teacher first & some time management.

Most extra credit assignments were near impossible and not worth completing. Tests were very difficult and usually not like the review sheets.

The instructor is hard to hear when he faces the board. He writes notes too face. He also takes way too long to correct homeworks, quizzes & tests, having children is not an excuse.

The tests did not reflect the review sheet. There was too much material—felt rushed at the end of the semester. Homework and book was more helpful than the notes (very few examples in the notes, just words)

Took very long time to grade tests and quizzes. Talked to the board a lot an talked fast, sometimes to the point of students not being able to understand him.

The course content was difficult, mainly because the material was not fully explained. The notes covered in the class, were rushed and scattered. When it came down to the test, the review sheet consisted of very little, or only a few questions, that were seen on the test. Also, the tests were lengthy, so 50 minutes isn’t enough time to thoroughly go through and finish the test. Also, there were too many practice questions assigned, it is difficult when first the material isn’t fully explained to answer the questions and we are full-time students with other coursework to do.

The instructor was not the best teacher to teach this material. He always seemed to rush through the material and not fully explaining the concepts. Also, our notes were very similar to the textbook, very few examples to help explain the concept. But, when he does use examples on the ELMO, he covers up notes that we haven’t written down and then goes through the example too fast for us to copy it down. Also, it is hard to study for a test from a given review sheet, when the review sheet is not similar to the test.  Especially with the true/false, how are we expected to answer it, when we’re not expected to memorize all the theorems, but we really do to answer the questions. However, over the semester he did improve with handing back graded papers. But, it still took a while.
I thought the book we used for this course was a horrible book. It didn’t explain much of anything at all. It didn’t give very many examples and it was hard to follow. I feel that the course wasn’t really necessary to take for math education (childhood) because I will never ever be teaching those concepts and material.

I didn’t like how he basically copied the books for our notes. Our notes were basically taken directly from the book which made it hard to understand the concepts if I didn’t understand the notes I couldn’t refer to the book to help me understand. I don’t feel he gave enough examples in class to understand to concepts.  He moved too fast and didn’t explain thoroughly what he was doing on the board. Also, he assumed + expected us to know way more than what he taught us.

Great class, I liked the fact that we were able to do extra credit to help our grades out.

Strength: --Made himself available when needed  --extra credit –several examples

Weakness: --teach + writes notes too fast, have the tendency to make me feel like we are cramming –grade and hand back test in timely manner (not 3 weeks later) –preplan questions that way you make less mistakes and know. Don’t make comments like “something like that” or “I’m not sure”

Very hard to learn in a boring atmosphere. Class was incredibly boring and taking notes off of the board isn’t the best method of teaching or learning. Granted this material is difficult to teach any other way.

Do the problems first then come to class this will make you have fewer mistakes. NO TRUE/FALSE no one likes them. Other than that good job.

Need to slow down! Your speed with writing notes on the board frustrates people. We cannot copy the notes and listen & comprehend what you are doing. Would be better if you print the notes out and hand them out that would be very helpful. Don’t stand in front of what you write! Don’t talk to the board!

Projects or more student participation would help to understand concepts. Outlines for solving different problems would be helpful.
Not able to describe things differently, everything sounds more difficult than it is.

This course was very thorough I know I learned I lot!

I know that you might have received bad eval’s but you were a great teacher! Just maybe grade theory a little less? Good luck have a good summer.

Any teacher who needs to give their class the chance to earn more than 50 points of extra credit to earn should not be teaching. All Dr. Cox does is teach out of our textbook—word for word. He flies through the material + waits until class is over to see if any of us have any questions. He assigns obscene amounts of HW + sometimes does not allow us to ask questions about it the next day.

This man takes weeks at a time to grade assignments and has more excuses than anyone as to why our work has not been given back yet. He has no idea how to teach students—he knows the material but he lacks the ability to teach so others understand. He adds 6 points to all the exams we took so that the class averages will go from failing to passing. I would be insane to take another class w/ Dr. Cox.

Course was, mostly, good. Theoretical ideas were a bit tricky, computational was quite a bit easier.

Great instructor. Taught fairly and at a good pace. I would love to take another course with Dr. Cox, cares about his students and helps assure they do well. I think you’ll get a few negative comments, but don’t let them effect you—they’re just angry they didn’t do well! You’re one of the best math teachers we have!

Worst professor I’ve EVER had. If you are a little confused, he will make you even more confused. Can NOT organize his thoughts to help you.
Math 123 Section 2

Dr. Cox is an excellent teacher.

Course was good.  I liked the instructor.

Try not to teach what won’t be on a test. It’s just already a lot to handle.

Yes [would take another course].

--not enough examples –moves too fast  --not enough explanations

Math 123 Section 3
[From quantitative—this class found that readings weren’t helpful and did not find me to be as concerned about their progress.]

Teacher does not give enough examples and then when you get to the homework you have no idea of what to do. I would never take another class w/ him! I spent too much time trying to teach myself, needs to learn how to teach better! MORE EXAMPLES!!!

I would take another course from him because he answers questions and is helpful outside of class

It was very challenging

He is a very fast pace instructor. Doesn’t spend a lot of time on anything

Challenging

Did not finish material for course.

Instructor is a awful teacher. I learned nothing from him. The only reason I did well was because of SI help with Maria Oddo.

There is way too much to learn in Calc 2.

I would not take another course with the instructor. He just isn’t as knowledgeable as other professors + the way he teaches the material is too hard to follow.

The class contains a lot of material.

The instructor does not thoroughly explain material and leaves most of the class confused

I would take another math course with Dr. Cox. He shows a love of the subject matter

Fall 2007
Math 117

 Some topics in this course were more challenging than others, but I did learn a great deal.

The professor was extremely knowledgable on this subject matter & helpful to students. I would take a course with him in the future.

It was a good course for a CCC, but wasn’t challenging for me.

I think Professor Cox was a great professor.  He was helpful, flexible, and always available when he was needed. He was also very thourough.

Sometimes the course material was difficult to understand.

Has some problems answering questions and showing how to do problems. I would not take another class instructed by him.

Never take it.

The man is a Calc teacher. He is not used to teaching such low level math and therefore does everything very very quickly, losing people. Nice guy, means well. Very good teacher if you are upper level.

Fair, they [requirements] were very fair.

Very enthusiastic and willing to help. I would take another course with him.

They [content, requirements] were good, it could be interesting at times.

Maybe [another course], I don’t really like Math.

Everything was good.

He knows math.

He doesn’t know how to teach the basics.

Math 223 

[I used the following for optional question #14: “The playdough project helped me understand the relationship between level curves and surfaces, and improved my intuition about surfaces in three-space.” The distribution of responses on this was completely symmetric on this—some thought it was a great idea, and others strongly disagreed.]
The tests were to lengthy and there was a lot of overload on the homework.

Sometimes couldn’t answer questions. But made efforts to give us chances to do better.

Too much material to cover. Not enough time for drilling.

Doesn’t take suggestions well, especially concerning teaching strategies.

Material is good.

Goes fast. Skips steps.

Strengths—enthusiastic.

Weakness—second guessed himself, acted like he didn’t know some of the time

No [another course]

The work requirement was not too bad; I DON’T LIKE WEBASSIGN!
It is NOT helpful to do only one example of every new topic in class. We glossed over a lot. Examples help, but a format would do even better.

Maybe, have quizzes to review course material, and also 4 test instead of 3 covering less material at one time.

University Physics 1 & 2 is just like Calc 3, except calc 3 has a bunch of bullshit that does not apply to me outside of just math for the sake of math.

A lot of course material for a short semester

Very knowledgable not a good teacher or explainer.

I hate WebAssign

It [content/requirements] was good.

Yes [another course]

Yes [another course], he does a very good job teaching the material but sometimes gets flustered when students ask questions.

The course content flowed and related to the prior information. The use of the game “Are you smarter than a three-vector” was a waste of valuable time.  The playdough project was not well-explained and also a waste of time due to the fact that Maple was well used in the course.

Maple is a very good idea to help represent everything learned in the class. I would take another class. He is very knowledgeable and good at explaining the material.

WebAssign=Terrible Idea. High Powered Math, such as Calc III should not be graded with no partial credit. No learning takes place when you don’t know what you are doing wrong and the only thing you get is a wrong answer an a 0 on a graded assignment.

I would not take another course from this instructor. His teaching style was very confusing and he went too fast when giving notes.

I feel like more mandatory textbook assignments would have helped me do better or at least some time at the beginning of each class to ask questions about the homework. Not being able to ask all my questions about the homework made me feel like the homework was almost pointless.

I like Dr. Cox he was friendly + very approachable

There is a lot to cover but we got 3x as far as other calc’s I’ve taken.

Love the # of examples. I absolutely enjoyed this class with Dr. Cox. I really did understand it from the way Dr. Cox taught it to us. I would most definitely take another course with you if I can. I learned a lot
My only suggestion would be watch the time so you do not start a new topic right at the end.

He knows material but bringing it across to students is a little harder it seems.

Tough course. Take a little more time to explain content.

Very enthusiastic and energetic. I feel as though his excitement for the course make the class flow better. Take your time.
Spring 2008
Math 122 
A lot of work for minimal points

More examples would have helped understand the concepts

Too many webassign and not enough time Not enough examples on the board

I think Dr. Cox is a great teacher, but I’d like to see more examples done in class + less definitions. I hated WebAssign.

Dr. Cox did a great job with the course. I would take another course with him.

The course was much more fast paced than a lot of students claimed they could handle. Having web assign is interesting but not ideal for students. Our everyday schedules can be intense and overwhelming, and WA is sometimes inaccesable or not working.

Dr. Cox is enthusiastic, creative, entertaining, and knowlegable. He is by far the greatest calculus, or math in general, instructor I’ve had.

The course material is adequate but it moves too quickly, it is difficult to keep up.

Jonathan Cox should be commended for his continued strive to make the class interesting and his enthusiasm.

I would have liked to see more homework get taken up for grades and less webassign.

This was a good class, even though it was a requirement for my major

Provide more examples during the lecture

The course was well structured and planned.

The teacher answered and explained questions very well. The webassigns were tedious, frustrating and unhelpful. The bookwork helped a lot more. I would prefer grades on that so that I can identify exactly what I have trouble with. I would recommend this teacher because he knows the material well and addresses all concerns, & misconceptions in an explicit manner.

This course will be important for almost anyone majoring in any topic that requires math.

Math 210 
Course did not cover all the material it needs to cover. Instructor left out important topics!

Instructors was very unorganized and difficult to understand. Notes were very difficult to decipher. Grading was inconsistent at best. Graded homework was extremely difficult, too long, and was so complex the tutors in the learning center couldn’t figure out some questions. He enjoyed teaching but, should never teach discrete again! Students do not learn from him!

The book had nothing to do with the notes we learned in class and same with the problem assignments. The course should have been better organized and have a better flow. There was too much expected work with the supplemental homework and problem assignment and little to no feedback and grade for all the effort given.

The instructor was very intelligent man yet unable to teach the necessary information to students and gave little feedback on exactly what was right and what was wrong. Shold have done not preprinted online. Felt like I learned nothing

This course is very hard and education majors shouldn’t be required to take this class. Very hard

He wasn’t fair with his grading. Gave us homework and would only grade two problems. When you went to him for help, he didn’t really help you. Taught the course very different than everyone else so no one could really help us.

Very hard topic, homework takes a very long time, approximately 6 hrs a week for just the required, longer for the supplemental. Problem assignments need to be easier or graded lighter.

Very enthusiastic, cares about the students progress. His grading was unorganized, different at times. I really liked him as a teacher. He had few flaws, and many good characteristics. I would take him again.

The content was very challenging. It was very difficult to do any homework on my own. I think it was too hard to be a 200 level class

Instructor was fair and tried to accommodate every. The notes were a bit much for notes…too much writing. Overall instructor made accommodations and changes in order for student success
The course is difficult but fair.

Strength—Enthusiastic, knew material

Weakness—Grading was slow, + didn’t give answers to homework (would have helped)

Work load was very hard. Material was not taught in an understandable way. Went to all classes, but still do not understand much of info.

Does not know how to reach students.

Course content was very challenging for a 200 level class. Very difficult to do homework on own always needed help with problems.

Fair grading always gave extra credit opportunity, slow on grading and returning work. Good knowledge and easy to understand 

I would take another

Discrete is very useful and the concepts are needed to teach math

I was not able to keep up with the lecture notes. The notes for the 2nd half of the semester were not as helpful as the 1st half of the semester.

Too much notes! Use worksheets!

I do not feel as though he knew how to present the material in a comprehensive way.  I’d prefer not to take another class from him because I felt he was just presenting ideas that he didn’t seem to grasp himself. I’m sure he’s a great teacher—but not for discrete.

--Cox did not stay to the course outline.

--Skipped around the book like crazy.

--Cox could not follow his own notes at time.

--Requirements on HW was far to much

--cox could not write on board clearly

--Told us what to do instead of teaching us what to do

--I would NOT take another course from him.

--I wrote more notes in this class than I did in my lecture/notetaking history class. WAY TO MANY NOTES

Worst teacher in the Math Department/the entire school. Doesn’t relate to his students at all. Goes way too fast and his handwriting is illegible. Has impossible homework assignments and does not even grade the whole thing: Makes tests that cannot be completed in a 50 minute period. I would absolutely not take another class or recommend him to anyone if I like the person at all.
This course was instructed as a very high pace. There should have been guided notes to keep up with the work. Tests should not have covered so much information. Homework on average was over 10 hrs a week.

Unfortunately, I wouldn’t take another course from this instructor. The information presented was at a high pace & I couldn’t keep up. Strategies need to be in place when teaching this course instead of just concepts

Tutors couldn’t help because work was presented too confusing.

In retrospect to questions 13, 22, + 23 on separate questions

13 We didn’t use technology, but I didn’t expect to, as this course didn’t need the use of such

22 Yes, instructor let students ask questions at will

23 Yes, I would recommend this instructor

Unfair testing and grading

Irrelevant problem assignments, didn’t relate to problems and examples given during class

Spent hours in learning center and still don’t get grades to reflect effort on homework + tests

--unfair homework given

--didn’t answer questions in class thouroughly

--bad explanations of material (class always confused)

--very confusing, too many notes that did not relate well to test or homework

The requirements for this class was very overwhelming. I did not have time to do any other homework. The problem assignments were very difficult and took at times 10 hours to complete.

The tests were very difficult and needed to be curved so the average was passing. He was available outside of class. I would not recommend this instructor because of the tons of notes and homework and very difficult tests. There were times when the test needed to be taken away from me because I did not have time to finish it.
Course content was very challenging and not explained thoroughly.

Not helpful, very confusing. I didn’t feel like he knew material enough to teach it. Very inconsistent and unfair grading. Frustrated most of the time during class. I would never take another course with this instructor again. I feel like I did not learn anything from him and I am struggling in the class to earn a C. Tests and homework were very unfair and difficult. Didn’t meet the needs of the student.

The course content was stated as were requirements. But the location of this class was poor. We had no access to any technology that might of helped this class progress smoother.

I believe Dr. Cox is probably a brilliant mathematician. However, despite his vast mathematical knowledge, he lacks to power to universalize the subject matter. His grading policy on problem assignments, until the last few, would only grade a few and not give a completion grade, ignoring the time and sweat some students put into the work. I wouldn’t take another course from him, my reasons are the above.
The instructor was disorganized, was a speed note writer, and unhelpful. He was not able to take suggestions from students. I am an A student + hard worker, but felt the whole semester I would never be able to accomplish a C. He would not return test + homework for week, but yet had tests on material that we had no proper prior feedback. He doesn’t not know how to teach!

This course is required for math concentrations and I happen to be in childhood edu. I do not see why I need to know this stuff in order to teach elementary school.

The instructor enjoyed what he did but, he is a poor educator and the examples he gave did not help in understanding the course material.

This course offers to much information to be taught in 50 minute sessions. The course is well above 6th grade knowledge and into college professor knowledge.

The instructor taught by dictation and note taking. No practice within class No help out of class. We were expected to learn a new concept in 50 minutes and perform at his level of knowledge. He expected us to learn on our own and no collaboration. Can NOT Do this in a math class. He expected use to spend 10 hours on assignments but would not be able to keep up and fully grade all of our assignments. Not gratification for all the effort put forth.  He is not a teacher he is a dictator.

It was hard to keep up with all the note taking. You either sacrificed missing some of the notes to follow along on the board or you wrote down all the notes and couldn’t follow along in class. Should have had handouts for notes or made them available to print out before class so the students could follow along better to the examples being presented on the board in class.
Summer 2008
Math 123 
Dear students,

Since I am always trying to improve my teaching, it would mean a great deal to me if you could answer the questions below.  For purposes of anonymity, please email your answers to Denise Byham, Department of Mathematical Sciences secretary, at Denise.Byham@fredonia.edu , by Friday, June 27.  I will not receive your comments until after final grades are submitted.  Any additional comments are also welcome and can be put at the end. I also provided you with a standard course evaluation sheet.  Please feel free to address any of the questions that you find relevant from this sheet in the additional comments section.  Thanks! 

1. This session you each gave five presentations.  Was the class time spent on example presentations worthwhile, or would you have preferred more of an emphasis on lecture?

The time spent on presentations was worth while. I think it was a good experience to have in class and it complemented lecture well.

I think the presentations were beneficial to the class time, and it also split up the lecture since the class was almost three hours long, which is a lot for an everyday class. They also helped because different perspectives on the examples are very helpful.

2. Did preparing your own presentations help you understand calculus better than you otherwise would have?

preparing for the presentations was very beneficial

I thought the presentations were helpful, but doing them before we actually learned anything about them was very difficult. I think presentations should be done the day after we learned the material. It's very hard to teach myself hard calc 2 problems from the book. I would rather have learned the material from the professor a day before. The professor did teach the material right before we presented, but we needed time to prepare the example the day before, therefore there was no time to figure out a problem directly after it was taught. I really didn't like that. However, the presentations were very beneficial.

3. Did observing and giving feedback on the other student’s presentations help you understand calculus better?

I had you write down and hand in examples presented by the other student. Did doing this help you focus on and learn more from the examples? Do you have any suggestions of other ways this could be accomplished?
There are no comments i can give to improve the presentations. I think it is a good idea to have the "listening" students to hand-in the problem being presented.

Writing down the examples and listening to another student was the same as the professor teaching and giving an example. It wasn't better or worse than a regular example.

4. On the first day of class, we did a group worksheet about how to find the area of various geometric objects, which then led into the idea of integration. Would you have liked to do more activities like this?

The worksheet was helpful in getting back into "the swing of things". But only the introduction worksheet is necessary.

I thought the worksheet was helpful and easy, which helped ease the anxiety of hard calc 2 problems. I don't think we should've spent time doing worksheets, it takes too much time, and I'd rather have lecture and examples the whole time.

5. Did preparing for and playing Integration Jeopardy help you to learn integration techniques and skills? Would you recommend this activity for future classes? Are there any changes you would suggest?
integration jeopardy was very helpful and a fun way to earn the extra credit. the game as played went well

I thought Integration Jeopardy was helpful for practice and extra credit, but  students who aren't as good as math, or even just slower at figuring out problems have a great disadvantage. There are certain students who are very smart and fast at math, and they are the ones getting the extra credit. The students who are slow and not as good at math should be getting extra credit-they might really need it. Also, it might make people feel bad if they don't get any extra credit if they are struggling, it truly doesn't motivate them.

6. Do you think that having assignments WebAssign has caused you to do more homework than you would have otherwise?  Can you explain why or why not?

webassign was a good tool to get the student to do homework, but was frustrating when the answer wasn't in the correct format for webassign. but it was very helpful all in all because the answers are shown.

6-8.  WebAssign took me long hours and I often found it challenging and difficult. I didn't enjoy some of the problems that were not taught in class, and also, I thought that the nitpicky answers were not fair. I once got a problem wrong because of the parentheses and way I set up the problem. There are often more ways than one to give an answer. I really didn't like that about WebAssign. Also, I did not enjoy getting a lot of WebAssigns due the night before a test or final. I take studying for tests and finals very seriously and I devote my whole night to studying.

However, I can't do that when I have 2 or 3 WebAssigns due that night (at

11) which take me hours to complete in order to get a decent grade on homework to keep my average up. I then would study after eleven, which would last until at least 1 o clock. That left me very tired for the exams, which is not beneficial to test-taking.

7. Given the compressed nature of the course, was the amount of WebAssign homework reasonable?  If not, please give some idea of what you think would be better.

the amount of webassign was reasonable. I don't think it was close to too much at all, a very good amount and made me keep up with class.

8. Have you had any issues with WebAssign?  Can you suggest any changes that might improve the WebAssign experience?

Maybe go over students answers and if it is close to the correct answer then give partial credit, since it is hard sometimes to exactly match the webassign answers

9. From the standard course evaluation: Please comment on the strengths and weaknesses of the instructor. Would you take another course from this instructor? Why or why not?

Instructor was very knowledgeable and helpful throughout the summer session. I would take another course with this professor. 

I thought the professor was very clear with the material and examples. 

I think I have done alright, and I've heard bad things about calculus II.

Also, he was available for questions and outside of class time via email.

I just didn't like the assignment of WebAssign before tests. Usually, in my other classes, when I have an exam, I don't get homework. I know this is a class that is crunched for time, but it just was very stressful. It takes me awhile to figure out math problems, and with working 1-5, I didn't have that much time to do WebAssign homework, on top of studying for a major test. But, I think this class was very successful and helpful for my knowledge of mathematics, specifically calculus II.

Fall 2008
Math 331

Material was rushed.

Material covered in this course was very difficult. Reading material from the textbook was not very helpful.

Instructor rushed through material even though most students were struggling to understand material. Over half of the class failed first exam, yet instructor continued to rush through material. At times, reading assignments were harder than problem assignments.

Course content was ridiculous. We “learned” 3 times as much material as other Abstract classes. Way too fast to grasp that amount of material! Questions on exams we worded differently than problems went over in class.

Does not break things down enough for us to understand it. Favorite words, “obviously” “clearly” well nothing is obvious or clear we need to be explained how to do things we are not born with this knowledge.  Too smart to be a teacher should do something at a higher level.

The instructor moved way too fast through the material. He also was very difficult to understand.  Homeworks were extremely difficult and hard to complete. If possible I would never take another class from this teacher.  We went way to fast for the material in this class. An upper level class should not be taken at a speed of a chapter a week.

Strengths: he does know the material.

Weaknesses: he does not know how to teach the material or “dumb it down” to the students. He needs to slow down. I didn’t even have enough time to write the notes before he was on another example or topic.

Course is full of hard material that needs to be worked on longer. We didn’t go over very many examples for each new topic. The teacher was more concerned with covering ground than helping the students understand all of the material.

The examples don in class were done solely by the teacher, with little to no student input. While he was doing the problems on the board, I understood what was going on, but when it came time to do them on my own, I struggled because I didn’t know where to start. Needs to focus less on the end product, and more on how and why we got there. I will not take any more classes from him.
There seemed to be miscommunication about the topics to be covered in Abstract I. Is the master syllabus for Abstract I & II? It doesn’t say. Most students treated this as a 100 level course and did not do suggested exercises. Many people lacked knowledge from linear such as basic info on determinants. Nearly everyone was far more concerned with criticizing Dr. Cox rather than learning. Fenton 176 has a terrible structure. Students do not know how to read and use math textbooks effectively.

Dr. Cox has a great philosophy of teaching and is easy to follow in class. Reading assignments are a GREAT idea. They helped me to learn properties and definitions and “blue box” info. Review sessions and extra credit show he cared about student progress and grades.  Dr. Cox’s words run together on the white board. A TA to help grade would have greatly helped. More graded homework could have been assigned. Topics covered were reasonable. Chapters 0-17 are unreasonable for a semester. Dr. Cox hopes for ideal students who don’t exist.

· Not using calculators on exams was just ridiculous.

· Book was not great

· PA’s and RA’s were good for practice

· Way too much material

· Moved too fast

This class is very difficult, and needs more practice than theory.

The course was difficult but expectations fair.  We covered a lot of information and sometimes I felt that I didn’t get a good grasp of some concepts. (Much of that was due to me not seeking the help I needed.)

Homework was harder than what we learned in class.

Good instructor. He understands this subject well but needs to tailor class content to how well class is doing, not alter grades to make up the difference.

The course was very interesting however, it was difficult to read the book and understand at the speed we went. The material covered in class came directly from the book which didn’t really help those who didn’t understand the book to understand the material.

The teacher knew the material but didn’t take the time to reformat it and explain it in a different way.  Also he didn’t really show to much of a caring for our understanding, just that our grades were good.  A student asked about 2/3 of our class failing the first exam and what he thought of it. He replied with “what do you think about it?” rather than slowing down. He gave alot of bonus points for unnecessary reasons.

G.P.A. killer!! Should be an elective! Should be co-taught or at least have a Teaching Assistant because of the difficulty level.

RA only helped when the material was understandable Teach Material Slower!!! Went way to fast to let anything sink in! After over ½ the class failed the 1st test you should have taken more time to help us understand seeing how the other ½ of the class had already taken the course once. Why would I PAY for a course that I have to learn on my own!!!

Besides the fast pace, I really liked the material. I feel like the book was good, but sometimes confusing. Also, there was not enough computational examples shown nor assigned. This would have greatly helped w/ understanding. The tests were a bit lengthy for 50 min, and although contextually better in 2nd test, the #s were too large if you really don’t want calc. and to test understanding.

I feel like you have a great understanding of the material, but when most of us fell behind in understanding after the first test, I think some time on review would have helped tremendously. I don’t feel assigning all the “HW” problems helped because I know I was one of the only students who even attempted to work through these.  Many of them introduced new topics and others relied on problems not required. I feel assigning less would help those who actually try. Just so you know I liked the answers to even # review and the night review classes. Thank you.
Math 122 Section 2
I did not enjoy doing WebAssigns. I do feel that they were helpful, but wish they were worth more. I—along with many other students—put a lot of time + effort into doing them + it is disappointing that they don’t count for as much of the overall grade. I did like the take-home HW as opposed to quizzes everyday.

It is obvious that Dr. Cox is very intelligent in the subject of mathematics. He demonstrates thorough knowledge of the methods of calculus. However, personally—I did not learn from his teaching techniques. Re-stating definitions out of the book does not teach me.  I would hope to use the book as a backup, but it did not help (seeing as it was the exact same as class lecture).  I have never had so much difficulty learning in a course; I spend close to everyday in the Learning Center trying to understand. I feel as though this should not be the case; I am fully aware that everyone learns differently, but I would hope that in the future, Dr. Cox would realize that a lot of students struggle in math—and try to teach to a more general audience.

He did a great job, no weaknesses.  

The course does move quite fast. It is challenging, but it is designed that way.

Dr. Cox is a very intelligent man. He relates pretty well to the students. I would most likely recommend him to other students.

The course went extremely fast, but that’s expected. I didn’t like the presentations, I don’t think students knew how to solve examples before they were supposed to present them.

Webassignments were almost impossible without tutor help.

Help was available, very approachable. Sometimes lessons didn’t make sense and class was lost.

No, he was not a good teacher & not helpful outside of class.

No weaknesses; instructor demonstrates fluency when teaching if something doesn’t go as planned and can lecture and tutor expertly. Instructor sets ambitious goals for his students and helps them reach whatever individual goals they want to accomplish w/ class-related material and other related fields.

Book wasn’t helpful, more in class examples would have been more helpful

I think two 1 and ½ hour classes and one 1 hour class would be more helpful for this class’ material—a longer class time would help to tie the information together better.

Strengths—knowledge of subject matter, made many different types of assignments/quizzes

Weaknesses—students’ examples weren’t always helpful—sometimes more confusing; more in class examples would be helpful

The course content is fair.

Strengths, consistent with grading, fair has great knowledge

Weakness—teaches math through words too much. Needs to show more examples (numbers) Hard for students to do their presentations we have to teach ourselves, never taught the material.

The course content was mostly fair. The assignments were a little overwhelming at times. Could either give less assignments during the week or a little more time to complete them.

The student presentations are good in which it keeps the class a little more interesting. Weaknesses, too many extra assignments & quizzes that may be to time consuming to prepare for in one given week.

Math 122 Section 3

I have to say this was one of, if not the best math course ive ever taken, I came into this class, never haven taken precalc, and w/out having a math class in about 4 years. But Dr. Cox was able to explane the methods and theory of this upper level math class in a way that was very easylie understandable.
Dr. Cox was Great, he is friendly, energetic, interesting, and personable, his teaching methods are as close to perfect as ive ever scene, and more that, he gets the students involved and willing to partisepate. If there was any weekness it may be the lengths of his exams. I’m fairly quick, and I only managed to finish (1) of his tests in the aloted time. Other than than he is great.

I liked the web assigns because they gave me more practice for the tests

Strengths: Nice, intelligent, reasonable with tests and quizzes

Weaknesses: wrote down too much unuseful notes. Hard to read handwriting

While outside of class, I found it difficult to remember to complete the online assignments so a type of reminder would be helpful.

I thought the course was very interesting. It had a lot of applicable content.

One strength I like a lot was the organization for tests. We were always well informed about what was going to be on the tests, and I never saw a question I didn’t expect.

This course was different and difficult. The teacher had a different teaching style than I was able to grasp on to.

I originally took this course as a requirement for the Sound Recording Major, but my plans changed since the beginning of the semester and I no longer needed it as a requirement for anything. I chose not to drop the course, however, because I found myself actually enjoying it! My last math course was a Precalculus class in high school 4 years ago, which I nearly failed. This course allowed someone who is terrible at math, like me, to learn a great deal and have some fun while doing so!

My favorite thing about Dr. Cox is that he made an otherwise intimidating and difficult-seeming course like calculus seem like it was easy. Concepts that I usually would have struggled with became clear as crystal with Dr. Cox as a professor. His friendly demeanor and sense of humor turned what could have been a stressful semester into a comfortable environment in which I was able to grow as a student.  If I ever had to take another math course (which I do not, unfortunately!), I would definitely take it with Dr. Cox.
Need more examples Not as many definitions More examples by you. Not all by students.

Well organized, interesting and educational

Difficult, hard to understand

Very smart

Knows his stuff

It was a lot of work with regular homework and also webassigns almost every other day. Very hectic at the start of class trying to do all of these assignments. Examples were not bad, helped explain a lot.

Yes, he explains the material good and he knows what he is doing. I would have liked less worded definitions so I could understand the material a little better.

Too much words and definitions. Use more numbered examples

I hated the Webassign program. It was very “nit picky” and brought my grade down a lot because of this.

The instructor knew the material which is good. But our notes were full of paragraphs and a ton of words. I feel that was bad because it was unnecessary. B/c of this, I won’t take another class w/ him.

Spring 2009
Math 332
1.
What's your opinion of the textbook used (Gallian)?

the textbook, while a bit quirky and difficult to get used to, became an absolute resource when used correctly. I would not of passed this course without it.

When I first started Abstract Algebra, I did not like the book, but now I love it and find it superior to other texts in the fishbowl.  It has color!!!  Like we discussed in class some of the proofs and examples are convoluted or misleading, but especially for Abstract II material, it is way better than other books I've flipped through.

Even though I liked the textbook a lot it seems like it could have been a little bit better. It seems like Gallian's textbook leaves some things out and doesn't give a lot of examples.I wish we had another one in addition to the first one. 

2.
The course featured a mixture of instructor lecturing, discussion, and student presentation. Did you find these the time spent in these formats well-balanced, or would you have preferred greater or lesser emphasis on one of them?

I felt as if there wasnt any lecturing at all, which is a good thing. it was just driven discussion and student presentation. A fantastic way to learn.

The variety of formats greatly helped my understanding, and especially for a small class, this was much better than lecturing only.  I like the more tactile learning at the chalkboard.  Sometimes I wished that you would have let us go to the chalkboard to do problems when reviewing for the tests.

I would prefer if we did more examples. Presentations and discussion helped a lot with concepts.

3.
You presented solutions to a number of the assigned problems during the semester.  Did giving these presentations help you progress in your understanding of the material and/or your ability to communicate it?

Without a doubt it help in the understanding of the material. Not only did it allows myself as a presenter, to refelct verbally what i had written, but i was offered other solutions/corrections as well, which is an priceless resource.

I really liked the presentations, and I like having the peer/professor review.  This brought to light things that I gloss over, hidden assumptions, bad notation, problem solving skills, etc.  The amount of presentations was good for me because I really like chalkboard learning.

Yes. I think it did help a lot.

4.
Did you find the pace of the course and the workload reasonable?

at first it was alot of work, almost too much, but was bearable once i got into the rhythm of school.

I found the pace to be a little too fast.  After the first few weeks of the semester I was falling behind on the homework exercises and finishing problem assignments at the last minute.  Looking at the chapters seems quick and simple at first, but I know there is a lot I missed.  I think I would have had less trouble if I had taken less credits.  I liked that challenge, but it was frustrating sometimes when I didn't understand certain concepts.

I found a pace rather fast. I also thought that workload was reasonable but it would have been better if it was smaller. I devoted the most time to this class out of all classes I have previously taken and it seemed like I did the worst.

5.
The course featured two take-home exams and no final exam. Would you recommend this exam structure (along with the level and nature of the exams) for future classes? Are there any changes you would suggest?

No final exam allows students to not worry about overloading themselves(which inturn leads to forgetting what they studied). A great way to run the class, since the presentations allow the instructor to judge a students individual understanding of concepts.

 If you were to add another exam, then you should give less homework. I had trouble balancing my time between homework, projects, and exams.  The exams were challenging and appropriate.

I enjoyed the fact that we didn't have a final a lot. I enjoyed doing a presentation and it seems to me that two tests is enough.

6.
You completed two projects during the semester and presented your results to the class. Please provide feedback on the projects: Was two the best number? Did they provide a valuable learning experience? Were the instructions and length of preparation time sufficient? Etc.

Everything was good in terms of project presentations. I do enjoy the second presentation, so i think using articles as a basis of presentation is good, especially when the article coincides with a topic inside the textbook.

Two projects was a good number.  More would have been too much since we had so many problem presentations.  They were valuable learning experiences, and I will remember at least my own presentations for a long time.  They have helped motivate me to continue my learning.  It was hard to balance my time between homework and the projects.

On the first project the instructions were clear, but I forgot about the paper you handed out.  Thus I was confused on what to do for long time.  I'm not really sure what happened, but my memory seemed to completely blank out on that one.

I think that two was a good number. I wish that topics for the second one were a little bit easier, but maybe it is just my personal thinking. The rest was good.

7.
How much use did you make of the course web page? (I'm wondering whether it's worthwhile to maintain a detailed, updated web page for a class of this size.) Is there anything  else you'd like to have seen included on the web page?

always, so many things due at certain times, its nice to have a solid reference of what is due when.

I did not use the website very much for Abstract II.  Links for the proof techniques, Gallian's website, or anything else interesting would suffice.  Especially considering the University's use of Angel (which I hate), too many references is probably unnecessary.  If we had questions on what the homework was, we were always able to ask each other too.

I honestly did not have time to visit the web page. I have seen it few times during the semester but I didn't have a need to visit it since I have been to most classes and if I missed something I asked classmates or the professor.

8.
Did you typically complete the assigned readings from the text? If so, did you find them helpful?

they were necessary to have any clue about what is going on in class.

I did not even copy down the assigned readings in my planner.  Reading the chapters was certainly worth my while, but I usually did it right before starting the problem assignments rather than when you assigned them.

Yes, they were helpful. But as I said before, the textbook left out a lot and filling the gaps while reading was a bit distracting.

9.
Here are some questions from the standard course evaluation. Some might require just a rating on the typical 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree) scale, but feel free to elaborate.


a.
The instructor was well organized and prepared for class.     5   4   3   2   1

 5, 5, 5

 
b.
The instructor demonstrated a thorough knowledge of the subject matter.   5   4   3   2   1

5, 5, 5


c.
The instructor was concerned with students' progress in the course.  5   4   3   2   1

 5, 5, 5


d.
 Please comment on the strengths and weaknesses of the instructor. Would you take another course from this instructor? Why or why not?

 Yes i would, the teaching style is very student-progress-oriented, which is definitely helpful for a intense and deep class such as this. 

Things always made sense in class, but when I went home I often had misconceptions of definitions.  You should think about spending more time on definitions for this class, meaning you should spend time explaining what they are not in addition to what they are not.  I can easily read a definition from the book, but knowing what a definition does not mean is very important.  The misconceptions about reducibles and irreducibles is a great example because the book definition was misleading and not written in logical notation.

I enjoyed the course but I wish we went slower. I would take another course.

Additional comments:

 I loved this class, and I'm really glad I took it.

Math 123
The homework assigned was often irrelevant and caused me to  not have time to actually look at problems that could be on the test or quiz. The web-assigns should be eased up slightly in order for students to do book homework.

A bit rush at the end.

Very good instructor, conciencious. Hard-working. Yes I would [take another course].

I, as well as others, feel that the Web Assign questions/assignments were too difficult, too time consuming and too frequent. The material in class was presented too fast for me, personally, without enough description, or in a way that is easily understandable.

I thought that Dr. Cox was a good teacher. He was definitely enthusiastic, may too much so, and really only needs to slow down and describe more

Course was very good + interesting, good connections to real life use

Really like the study guides, very clear. I would take another course if possible, very fair + intelligent on subject

Web assign sucked b/c it was difficult to find an exact answer. Very frustrating.

Too focused on theory rather than teaching the material.

--No b/c I’ve changed my major

--Yes if I hadn’t, to try harder and get the background

Very fast paced, but overall not to bad considering the amount of information.

Excellent instructor, very enthusiastic. Very helpful and great classroom/teaching methods.

Optional book homework was good for extra practice.

Good teacher!

Seemed like too big of workload to actually learn material thoroughly.

Good instructor, kind of hard to follow/dry.

Less WebAssign!

Webassign was frustrating, so much work. Moved through material too fast.

Knew the material, almost always in office.

Webassign does not seem to help me, I’d like more hand in homework, it gives me feedback.

I do enjoy Dr. Cox as a person, but I find him very challenging as an instructor. He makes the material very difficult to understand and I would most likely not take another course with him.

Eh.

Yes; offers extra help and is interested in students’ progress.

The homework load was a lot and much of my time was spent just trying to get points on the web assign and not really learning the material by correction of process but by tedious trial and error. This comes from the poor design of  webassign where no partial credit is awarded for work

The Webassign I felt were too difficult & confusing sometimes I just gave up. Other than the course was good.

He doesn’t give adequate example that are like our Webassign so its like I have to teach myself how to do them. I would probable take another class with him I like him as a teacher.

I hated WebAssign, at least on hand-in homeworks there was partial credit if the answer was wrong but most of the work was correct. With WebAssign, even though you get a few chances, it is still difficult to get a good grade.

The instructor was excellent. He is very good at teaching and you can tell he has a passion for it. I would definitely take another class from him

I hate webassign, I feel it is a quick way to grade but looses the ability to tell a student what they are doing wrong. Only Issue I have.

Good instruction, A bit to much for Homework. I feel like I was swamped with this class more than any. I understand practice is the only way to get better but 40-50 problems a week while taking 16 C.H. is a lot, especially when it takes at least an hour to do an assignment.

The course throws a lot of stuff at you but its all relevant.

The instructor knew a great deal about math, I would take another class from him.

The course was very challenging! The web assigns were too time consuming! I would rather turn in hand written homework. Web assigns were helpful but very frustrating!

Dr. Cox was very[?] enthusiastic about this course, I feel he is very intelligent & has thourghouh knowledge of what he is teaching, I believe he goes a little too fast & would like to see him start w/ simpler examples.
Fall 2009
Math 122 Section 1
It was tough to learn things sometimes because of how fast the chapters were gone through with not many examples just easy ones then you would see real hard ones on tests

I stopped going halfway through the semester, so my opinion is quite unreliable.

Since I only had half a year or Pre-Calc, I probably was not ready for University Calc, however with the quizzes, webassign, and the review webassign for the tests it really prepared me for Calc 2. I think this class is going to make me a better math teacher.

It was a very enjoyable course, I learned lots of things, and the web assign assignments were very helpful.

I wish we had harder examples we did together in class, when it came to tests, quizzes, and webassign it was difficult since the examples in class were more basic rather than challenging, therefore it was hard to duplicate the process when it came down to harder problems
very smart professor...

He's intelligent

Needs to use more examples and present easy ones then harder ones for the same type of problem so it isnt a mystery when you get a tough problem and dont know where to start.

He prepared me with all the knowledge I needed to be successful on the tests. He went out of his way through e-mail and office hours to help the students, and overall he is just a great guy.

Dr. Cox was amazing, he helped me very much, especially as a foreign student, he was always available for any question.

Math 122 Section 2
Webassign is impersonal and just another way for students to make the mere completion of homework more important than understanding it.
Easy

I don't believe that the book gives enough examples to correspond with the problems in the book.  It would be nice to be able to read the section and have a better understanding of how to solve the problems.  The course was good overall.

It gives everybody a chance to demonstrate what they have learned through class examples.

Web Assign a bit strange but the nature of the questions allowed for examples shown on the web to allow you to go through other examples of the question stpe by step to help understand the problem.

The course offered enough work both inside and outside of the class room.

There was so much unnecessary writing that we had to do for our notes. I felt like I could not take down all the information while listing to what the professor was saying.

Very hard. it was hard to get alot out of the course because of the teaching style and the lack of multiple examples

Dr. Cox is incredible at understanding and applying advanced mathematical concepts; however, he is not very good at teaching students new mathematical ideas. He is not lucid and often wastes valuable class time to discuss things irrelevant to the course.  I wish he had done a better job of explaining things in more simple ways, using analogies and getting to the point of the knowledge and skills needed to perform well on tests, quizzes, assignments, ect.

Knows his stuff

Dr. Cox is a very intelligent person and is always willing to help you outside of class.  I like how he doesn't just give you the answer, but instead guides you, with questions, towards figuring it out.

He has much enthusiasm that allows the students to be curious while being taught.

Very good allows students to make mistakes to help them understand what they are doing wrong without explaining it outright to them.

He needs to improve on organization skills as well as returning graded material quicker. Other than that he is an amazing professor!

I think that Dr. Cox needs to slow down a bit, sometimes he gets on a roll and starts speaking at a little to quickly. He also says mmmm k after everything he says, I don't know if that is just a habbit but to me it sounds like he is flustered.

really cool guy. easy to connect to. enthusiastic about teaching the course. hard to learn efficiently with his teaching style.
Math 210 
The course is very challenging. The reading assignments are helpful and the boot camp drills work in theory, but aren’t practical.
He is very enthusiastic, but should be more prepared.

Many notes, maybe sum up material using less notes

Were a few times he came to class not prepared, but for the most part was ready to field questions and ready for class

The course is tough, but the stuff we did needed to be done.

He could do a better job of involving students in the class.

He is very knowledgeable about the content.

It would have been better if he would have been more helpful answering questions out of class. And don’t assume the class knows something and then don’t go over it in class.

The course was challenging, but I did learn a lot.

Weakness—Didn’t go into detail with some of the problems in class, where it left me confused. Sometimes didn’t understand how he was explaining the problems.

Strength—gave us plenty of examples and homework assignments to practice problems.

This was a very hard course. There was so much information it was hard to study everything.

Dr. Cox had a fair grading system. I feel that it was hard to learn from him though. I had trouble with all of the material throughout the course.

Did not like it when the reading assignments did not match up to what he was teaching. Review sheets for exams need to be more specific. Need to make sure answers to homework problems are easy to access.

The reading assignments were helpful

Grading assignments always took longer than preferable to get back. Hard to study from mistakes when you don’t have your graded assignment.

The text used for this course was very confusing and had little guidance in it when needing help. The homework rarely went with that was taught and that was difficult. He has great enthusiasm, just always teaching, but felt no order to anything.

Very knowledgeable, but did not teach at a level that all could understand. Just lectured one way with few to no examples that would show up in an exam.

I am not a fan of proofs, but overall the course was not bad.

He was somewhat confusing sometimes but overall he was a good instructer. I would take another course from this instructor because he is a good teacher once you realize and learn how he thinks.

This course is way too hard. I know how to do proofs and I have never expected to get a C in a math class. The lowest grade I’ve ever gotten in a math class is a B+.

I don’t think that he should do boot camp drills. Not giving partial credit just makes our grades worse. When he shows us how to write a proof, he needs to show us his scrap work and then we could probably understand where he gets his information from.

This class was too difficult  I do not feel as though I will take anything from this course. The book was way to difficult to understand.

He would not be helpful when going to his office for help. He was to general when giving directions. It is not fair to give all credit or no credit and not offer help on those assignments. Some of the vocab. used was not always understood and he needs to better EXPLAIN examples instead of just writing them and leave us to figure the rest out.

The course was very difficult and hard to understand! I had very much trouble following along because I didn’t get it. The book was way to hard and not helpful at all; it was more for a genius who’s life is all about math!

It was very hard for him to explain how to do things, it was more of a he do we watch and hopefully understand kind of course. Also, it was ridiculous that we didn’t get full credit if we did the RA because we might not understood!

Spring 2010
Math 123 Section 1
It was very interesting to me, and took math to a whole other level. Very difficult, but made me a stronger math student.
i feel that there could have been more quizes given because they help my grade and they help me undrstand the concepts better.

Very tough to learn when we dont use alot of examples, but when we did use examples we used one maybe easy one then went into a very hard one that was almsost impossible to understand.

was very delightful and entertaining. Would definitely take another class with him

I wish i knew what topic the quizzes were going to be on, because a couple times I would study a section, and it would not be on the quiz at all. Also I wish we spent more time doing examples instead of going in depth about things we did not need to know for quizzes and tests. I know it is important to get a deep meaning of the math we are learning, but a lot of the times when I sat down to do homework, and web assign I felt like I did not know enough to get the right answer. Sometimes I only had one example to look at, and web assign became very hard for me. However I did enjoy new activities we did in class to help me understand the concept of what we were doing.
Mr. Cox is a very good teacher, i respect him in every way, he knows the material extremely well, he is nice and easy to talk to, I have had him for 2 semesters and i like his teaching style.

Tough to learn with the teaching style of not alot of examples and with how the notes were. You would be taking notes and not finish them before the slide had to be changed.

Math 123 Section 2

I liked the course I felt I learned a lot, however i feel that when we did in class examples we either did hard ones or easy ones, maybe start off with a mid-level example then a harder one.
The course was very challenging, I wish there was an easier transition between calculus 1 and calculus 2.
Very challenging, I wish there would have been examples that were harder that showed all aspects of the questions
At the end I really did not understand what was going on, class moved too quickly and the power points did not help
great course, i agree that you should post the slides online, and also maybe find a new source for homework.
It was extremely challenging. Webassign should not be used as a grade. It is extremely hard and does not help learning.

I felt that the instructor was very helpful when it came for extra help, he took the time to make sure the student(s) understood the concepts. However in class his power point slides when a bit fast and it was hard to copy everything down. Other than that I enjoyed calculus this semester and can't wait to have this instructor for next semesters calculus 3.
I think that when it comes to the power points, just writing information down doesn't give me a chance to fully grasp what it being taught to me,versus when you write things on the board, it makes it a tiny bit easier to understand when you write in our pace. If you can take into consideration that when we have both the powerpoint and whatever you write down and possibly things that you say to write in our notes, its very hard to "learn" during classes when all we are concentrated on is writing, writing, and writing. Also, the webassigns can be very frustrating sometimes, especially they want an EXACT answer. Sometimes they are also be the hardest problems of that chapter compared to the exams.I think if you gave us more time to study for ourselves instead of focusing on not failing the webassign it would be better. Overall I think you were a good professor, there were just some things that made it difficult to learn.
I would have liked to have had the power points online before class. There was one at the end of the semester, that was up before hand, but my notes for the class were not on a printed out sheet, and did not want to mix up my style of note taking!

For the quizzes given, i feel they didn't really show how well the students knew the material because they were mainly about definitions. For example in one of the quizzes it asked about the fundamental theory of calculus but, i knew how to do it. So my recommendation for next semester is probably not to incorporate so many definitions in the quizzes.
Some of the homework assignments were extremely difficult. I spent many hours in the help center and still got the questions wrong. The powerpoints were very good but i wish he would have used Angel instead of his own webpage.

Math 381 Section 1
This was a difficult course for me due to the inconsistancy of the material. it was hard for me to know what i was doing when we were doing something new almost every day which had little to do with other material in the class.

I thought the course would be more of the history not proving problems and theorems

I thought that when we were assigned reading assignments, the quizzes we were given covered to much and were vague. Also we didn't learn about what we read about in class until 2 weeks

afterwards.

Material that was on tests and quizes did not match the book.

dr. cox is clearly very intellegent and good at what he does, this however sometimes makes it more difficult for me as the student to understand him, overall Dr. cox is a very good instructor.

I like the professor but sometimes he seemed unprepared or he didn't know the answer to a question asked in class. Also in his office minimal help was given, although he doesn't give answers to questions more guidelines on how to do the question would be more beneficial to the student.

He tends to go off on tangents sometimes. Also I believe that we could have done more group activities towards the end. The ones in the beginning helped me a lot and then we just stopped doing them.

Material was extremely difficult to understand for tests and quizes.
Fall 2010
Math 122
Sometimes while trying to answer a question he just makes it harder to understand.

I wish he could grade tests faster.

It’s a good course it does cover a lot though sometimes the lectures can be quite boring

He’s very active teacher though I think he relys heavily on technology I don’t like his use of webassign because you can only give the answer and not show work if you give homework out of the textbook you could at least get credit for showing work

This course often made me hate math and strongly think about changing my major. I found it absurd with the way it was “taught” it barely was.

I would not take another course from this professor because I thought he was unfair and an awful professor. He did not teach or anything close to the sort.  This class honestly ruined my whole outlook on math. It was unfair and just very very poor. I hated it and I would hope this professor gets a wake up call and actually teaches.

The content was quite large and even though we had 4 classes a week, it is still a lot to remember, especially for the final.

I would [take another course] because he is the kind of teacher I like. Quirky, easy to talk to, helpful. Although, maybe if he made sure to assign us questions he himself can do beforehand…

Would be helpful if we learned the things that ended up being on WebAssign or more importantly exams

I thought that it was a pretty fair class.

Strengths – very enthusiastic in what he was teaching

Weaknesses – too many  notes

I would take another course from this instructor because I learned a lot.

Fairly easy course

Professor did well in teaching the material, no weaknesses that I could recognize.

When I felt as I knew the content, I wouldn’t do the homework since it wasn’t required.

Show steps on how to get the answer more thoroughly.

Web Assign is a pain.

Teacher was very nice and prepared for class.

I took AP calc in high school so this course was review for me, but webassigns were helpful and I feel like I know the material really well now. Taking calc I again was beneficial for me.

Dr. Cox knows a lot about calc and is enthusiastic about his teaching. I felt like the homework/webassign problems he gave were a lot harder than the ones we did in class. And we didn’t get to cover everything we were supposed to in class. But overall he’s a great teacher and I’m taking calc 2 with him next semester!

The content was rigorous and challenging; what I expected. It definitely tested me

I would take another course with him seeing as I’m taking calc 2, but I think his one weakness was that he moved rather slowly and now we have to come in on a Sunday to learn more. He definitely knew what he was talking about and was easily able to solve any question we came to him with

The WebAssigns were very helpful. Even though they are tricky and, at first, confusing, in the end they helped a great deal. And usually with 5 or 6 submissions I could work through the problem and finally come to the correct answer which helped that subject stick.

This course made appropriate use of technology. The assignments on webassign were helpful in learning course material however tedious and frustrating they were. This course was challenging and very helpful.

The instructor always provided ample time to ask questions in class and really makes everyone think. I would recommend others to take a class from this instructor he is very good at what he does.

I felt the course was challenging but sometimes easy to understand and I learned a fair amount.

The instructor answered questions but I felt he didn’t do a good job explaining everything.  He didn’t explain some challenging things. I don’t think I would take another course with him unless I have to because I didn’t learn well from him.

Webassign is suppose to be helpful, it brought my average down a ton. Should be more written homework, then the on-line. On-line became confusing and difficult at times.

Went way to fast, never really made sure students were caught up. I was writing something important and was already on next slide.

The web assigns gave help for the questions that were easy to do. The hard problems, most of the time were nothing (!) like we did in class.

Spell things out! He sometimes glazes over concepts assuming that we already know how to do part of the problem, or he will do multiple steps in one. Some students cannot follow what he is doing.

The content that needed to be known for this course was very demanding. There was a lot of information that we were expected to learn and know by ourselves. It made the overall course challenging.

Dr. Cox knew what he was doing when teaching the course. Unfortunately I don’t think he clearly emphasized how much we greatly need to memorize a lot of things. Concerning WebAssign, it was horrible. Dr. Cox didn’t review or teach us how to do the majority of the problems on there. GET RID OF WEBASSIGN, it doesn’t go over well for “hands on” students.

Too much online homework where no credit is given for attempting the problem; not enough graded work outside of class (other than WA)

I would take another course because I have to, but also because I feel like I can go to him for tutoring help outside of class.

Compare to other calculus courses, this course is more challenging.

Please focusing on each students’ progress.

The course was pretty challenging as is and it made it that much more difficult that we didn’t get to practice problems and ask questions as we learned the material. It would have also been helpful if we got to go over the homework a little in class each day because with us not going over it to see what we were doing wrong, there was no point in doing it.

I feel like the instructor went over the material far too quickly and it wasn’t always clear. The tests were also sometimes far harder than the actual work, but I did in fact like him as a teacher.

Math 381
This instructor has awful handwriting. Couldn’t read half of what was put on the board. When I went to him for help he restated the question, didn’t help at ALL.  He assumes that everyone took the upper calc. class even after being told we didn’t. I would stay at this school for another year before I would take another course from him.  He is unable to explain anything other than reading what he had written for the day.  I spent HOURS doing work for this class and I am still going to fail. AWFUL Instructor! And his review sheets for exams are useless! And He times his quizs w/out caring with people are still working on them.

The book seemed to only stated facts about the history of math, but the homework required more than the book and for students to figure math out on their own.  However, the internet is an unreliable source for this, and students rarely knew if their procedures were correct or not.

Dr. Cox was very enthusiastic about teaching the course, and did help when needed. The grading seemed a little harsh at times and inconsistent between students (similar answers with less points given).  The tests really did not give students enough time to answer all the questions appropriately and grades suffered because of this.

--Topics were interesting.

--Quiz questions a bit too specific.

--I found no reason to do the homework, just something to think about.

Please try in the future to end class ON TIME! For students who have class right after we need that time to use the bathroom + get food; our days are packed too!

I thought the content of the course was interesting and helpful in enhancing my understanding of mathematics. 

The instructor clearly knew the subject matter and made it interesting. I think all students would appreciate it if graded materials were handed back quickly.

The course was very difficult and many times seem irrelevant. The class was based on what we thought it was like to do math in the past, but we rarely learned where these thoughts came from or the proof behind it.  I think this class gave us information that we will probably never have to use.

He thought he gave us time to ask questions, but usually did not.  The only time he gave us time was on review days when you could tell he was frustrated when we took almost all of the class time.  There were times when he was unsure of the math he was doing which showed how unprepared he was for class and lacked understanding of the material.

The content of the course is average, not a class I would recommend to another student.  The course focused on too many details that were not important, and should have focused on main ideas and concepts more.

He is not very prepared for class, doesn’t know what material he has planned to cover.  When writing notes on the board he is very sloppy and unorganized, therefore hard to follow. We are quizzed on the material he has not taught, and teaches the material after the quiz is given. The tests are very specific and scores are low. The only way people do good in his class is from extra points because he cannot return work in a timely fashion. (3 weeks+)

I thought the course work was ridiculous.  I feel like I got nothing out of this class. It went from being moderately easy to so hard that most of my classmates and I had a hard time trying to understand anything.  

More time should be spent in class on thourghly understanding the material!

I did not feel like the quizzes helped me at all, there was too much information that could have been on the quiz for me to know what to put on the index card.

Nice guy ( not so great at teaching this class.

It would help if he organized his thoughts a little better before class.

--I think it should be more a history course, less a math course.  We need to know who, what, where, and when

--Love the breaking up of PA, RA, & HW.

I went to office hours and he wasn’t very helpful, he said I needed to figure it out myself.  During class he only looked at one student the whole time, like he was only asking the question to him.

There was not feedback in the course – we never went over answers that were expected of us.

No [to another course].

One thing that I think would help students in the future is that you should give more example on how to use the problems that the students need to be able to do.  Also, you should go over the homework more often.

Yes I would take another course with this instructor because he is an amazing teacher.

The amount of course work wasn’t worth what I got out of the course.  This class could be a lot more interactive and fun but sadly I fell asleep most days.

Getting exams/quizzes/PA’s back in a timely fashion would encourage students to turn things in on time. There were very few times when you would address the whole class. The majority of the time you spoke to Zack or the girls that sat with him.  From a student perspective this is very frustrating and makes me feel dumb.

Math 223
This course was everything I thought it would be.

Strengths – how much he LOVES MATH

Weakness – didn’t get point across and went over meaningless thing, could have focused on important things.

Yes I would [take another course], he knows his stuff.

Moves very quickly, I feel like I just have time to write the notes down and can’t listen while writing, feel like I don’t learn cause I just worry about writing all the notes

Extremely challenging. The use of many different programs for homework was confusing and tended to be a bit much and stressful.

Very into Calculus. Lives and breathes calculus.  Always stands in front of his writing on the board.

The content of this course was very challenging. I devoted many hours a week and sometimes would still not understand all the material.  This was a very challenging course

I have taken Calc 1, 2, and 3 with Jonathan Cox. He is very smart and provides many examples for students.

Dr. Cox is very passionate about his work.  I like the fact that he uses everyday scenarios to show how the lesson relates to life situations. I would definitely take another class with him.

--good use of technology

--Webassign good. WebWork BAD
Found this course more challenging than Calc I and II. Would have liked more examples in class, more quizzes to get an idea of test questions.

The course was challenging. There’s a lot of aspects you have to remember in the previous courses. The workload wasn’t hard, but it was demanding.

The professor was very enthusiastic, however he tended to go off tangents at times. I would take another course with him.

Difficult

Great teacher. Yes I would [take another course]

Webassign is much better than Webwork

Only weakness is that he sometimes goes a little too fast while the class is taking notes.

13. I wish the course used less technology

14. The WA were helpful  written homework to tun in would be more beneficial.

22. Yes [The instructor provided an opportunity to ask questions in class.]

I think that the WebWork was overly difficult + did not help with reinforcing concepts from class.  Also, I would not recommend having an exam on so many units again.  Also powerpoints went by to fast.

Instructor needs to grade quicker + be more prompt on giving back exams. Also neater handwriting would help.  However, I like the enthusiasm of the professor.

Should have more tests so that each one covers less material than it does now.

By far the best math professor I’ve had here. The only problem I had with him is that he’s a bit unorganized sometimes and he takes too long to hand back tests and graded assignments.

The course was a bit easier than the prerequisite and more logical.

The instructor definitely knows what he is talking about.  However, he goes super fast through class and tries to get through too much in each class.  He also tends to only teach the basics and then put something crazy on the exam that no one knows. Then wants to know why no one got it right.

Would have thought that more quizzes, and test would have benefitted the course. Also more Maple assignments would have been good.
I did not care for the reasoning on giving extra points on the test. I thought the results were fine without unpredictable curves

He was a good instructor, I would take another course.

Though if He show more confidence that would be beneficial.

This class is super hard. Only take it if you have to!

The instructor was very rushed and scatterbrained. He would get confused in his own train of thought when the material is already difficult to follow.  He rushes through class and tries to get as much done as possible, even if we aren’t ready to move on.  But then he gets annoyed when we ask questions during class time.  He is very knowledgable but can’t explain things well as a teacher.

I wish the content would be showed how it is applied to real life

His strengths are that he likes to make sure what he is teaching by examples but sometimes he goes a bit fast and I miss some notes.

Too hard!

I would take another course with him. Although he is almost too smart for us to teach us, he’s a fun teacher overall. Just has to work on being more organized.

I felt the WebWork was not useful and we should have used Webassign from the beginning of class.

The instructor sometimes seemed confused about what he was teaching, and jumped information that was needed or how to get the answer, which made it hard to understand the material.

Spring 2011
Math 123
I feel like we should be taught at least a basic familiarity with CAS like Maple so the material could be more interactive.  Course progresses to linearally—could be mor holistic, I think.

I would take another course because if I did the work I would learn the material and he is always willing to help.

Difficult homework that prepared us well. Very fair tests and quizzes

Very involved and enthusiastic professor. I’m taking the next class required for my major with him

The course could have allowed me to use my calculator more to figure out integrals.  The handouts were useful. The Webassign questions were harder and more challenging than those examples worked out in class.  The Webassign definitely hurt my grade overall. He took points off for not doing problems his way which I found unfair.

The instructor was too wordy while explaining. I would have liked a more this is how you do it and these are examples rather than all the words and background info while explaining. Also I would have liked the grades updated more regularly to know my grade as the class went on.  I would not take another class with this teacher if I did not have to.

It seemed that he tried to squeeze to much into the semester

I like that fact that he gave us copys of the notes. Yes [to another course] because he did a good job with making the material easy to learn.

The instructor definitely makes sense to you the subject and I do plan on taking Calc III with him next semester

Heavy workload, easy to fall behind, do the homework, very time consuming

I wouldn’t take another course from him. Very wordy and could use more examples in class.

This course was rather tough.  I feel like the work was all relevant, but the teaching of the work was sometimes off topic.

I liked Dr. Cox a lot. He is a very smart man and really loves math.

Many of the problems done in class were fairly easy compared to those on the tests.  Problems on the test seemed to be harder than the problems on the homework as well.

Problems on the tests seemed to be different than things we covered. Ex/ something we never saw or went over in class was assumed to be known on the test.

Textbook could be better—more thorough

Great teacher, very helpful and knowledgeable.

Great course! Challenging!

He went into the history too much and did not concentrate on the content he would be testing us on.

The course was extremely challenging and stressful. I wouldn’t recommend it to anyone.

I think Dr. Cox knew the material well but had a hard time conveying it clearly to students. I think he should avoid skipping steps even if they are basic and focus on the needs of students who are struggling instead of flying through the examples for students who excel.

Maybe spent a day on antiderivatives—not all calc I teachers cover that

This course can move quickly. This can make things difficult for students who want/need more practice.

Very enthusiastic, & clearly enjoys the material. Not all share the same level of understanding however.  Recommended, enjoyable lectures.

Math 106
Good course in preparation for Calc, but a little easy, for me anyways. I learned a lot

Knew everything about the content. Was able to meet with professor outside of class whenever I needed to. Would definitely take another one of his classes.

The instructor was awful.  He was unorganized. He couldn’t teach. His problems in class were easier than the h/w. The H/w questions he didn’t teach us how to do. He would refer to calc a lot in a pre calc course. I would Never take another class w/ him, but would from another teacher.

The course was fine.

Dr. Cox’s weakness’s is that his grading wasn’t consistent and he would change the values of problems on tests without saying anything

I could tell this was his first time he taught this class in a while

He seemed very disorganized and switched his method of teaching (ie from writing solely on the board to relying in powerpoints) in the middle of the semester.

He blatantly favors certain students. He is rude to students after they ever question him. (ie—He accidentally handed my homework back ungraded, and I questioned him on it). Thereafter, he ignored me when I had questions, and was short with me whenever I asked them.  Also, he tricks us into saying the wrong answers and makes us feel like fools when we’re wrong (well, some of us).

Math 210
This course is ridiculously challenging. There is way too much information for one class and very difficult to understand all concepts being taught.  As a math concentrator, this course made me seriously question whether or not I should think about changing my concentration.  In this class, the homework assignments hurt my grade much more than they helped me understand the material.

Dr. Cox is very unapproachable.  I felt like he didn’t care whether we did well in this course or not.  He is a nice and brilliant guy, but I don’t think he can teach this material well.

I feel that there is no explanation as to why I am required to take this course. It has been nothing but extremely challenging and frustrating.  My GPA which is well above average will only suffer severly.  I have nothing but poor grades to take away from this course.  The work requirements were too challenging to a student juggling 4 other classes.

The help outside of class was not useful. He only told us to know the material already.  He had no understanding towards the entire classes confusion. Does not adapt instruction to class performance.  Provides easy examples in class but the tests had too challenging of questions. NOT ENOUGH ROOM TO WRITE THE REST.  

Great guy, poor teacher.

The course was very demanding. I am a good student with grades of As and Bs, but I could never get a graded over a C in this course no matter how hard I tried.  Even when working with other students.  I still barely understand the material. Homework is supposed to be a chance to improve your grade and to show what you know.  Our homeworks were questions the teacher can’t even answer.

He is very unapproachable. I felt like he didn’t care we weren’t understanding.  He’s a nice guy, but he can’t teach this material on a level we can understand.

Problem assignments are stupid, they do not tie in what we have learned.  He gives us easy problems in class but the most difficult ones to complete for a grade.  He bases our grade on accuracy not effort.  Shows us one way on the notes in class, but when we do the same thing for homework its wrong!!

Not available outside of class for help. Won’t help us because he feels we should just know the information. Great person bad teacher, contradicts himself a lot confusing us.  Needs to go over harder examples in class so we get the homework problems.

The Problem Assignments were difficult and long and the exams were challenging.  To excel in this course requires a sufficient amount of time and effort outside of the classroom and sometimes that wasn’t enough.
I would like to take another course that deals with practical math applications. The only “negative” thing I have to comment on is Dr. Cox’s handwriting; sometimes illedgeable.  But, I still came out of this course with a better understanding of discrete mathematics.

13.) Yes, we used powerpoints.

22) Yes, he always asked if we had any questions

23.) Yes, the course was very challenging but I enjoyed the professor.

I would have liked more time spent on the material covered during the end of the semester (sets and induction).  I thought grading policies were fair and consistent

The supplemental homeworks would have been much more helpful and effective if the solutions were always available (although I do understand limitations on time).  I felt a lot of time was spent on earlier topics and some shift should be made toward later topics

Overall I enjoyed the class and thought Dr. Cox was a good instructor.

The course math 210 is unrealistic. The amount and depth of the material is too intense. The course is very challenging.  I have learned and fully understood a fraction of this material and I did not enjoy it.  I am a math concentrator and this class has made me dislike logic + proofs.

Dr. Cox is a brilliant teacher.  He is very organized and knowledgeable about the class. However, due to the intense material, it flaws his ability to relate math 210 to his students. I would take another course from him.

HW should not be typed considering our tests are not typed.* would practice prior to exam if able to hand-write HW.

Yes [to another course], enthusiastic and available outside of class.

Dr. Cox is a great instructor. Every course I have taken with him have been very challenging but do able.  He gives us all the information we need to do well in the course.  Instead of showing us how to do the algebra he would make us figure it out, which tended to make the course even more challenging.  I would definitely take another course with him.

