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Sustainability Committee Annual Report 

Introduction 
 
The campus-wide Sustainability Committee is pleased to present this second annual report to 
the SUNY Fredonia campus on the various sustainability actions undertaken during the 2008-
2009 academic year.  This report is an attempt by the committee to inform the campus of the 
full range of sustainability initiatives undertaken during the second year of the committee’s 
operation. This report also presents activities of the sustainability subcommittees that are 
currently underway and sustainability initiatives that are in the planning stages for future years. 
 
The SUNY Fredonia Sustainability Committee is a campus-wide committee that was established 
in March 2007. This committee is charged with reviewing the full range of sustainability topics 
related to the campus.  The committee includes 26 dedicated members representing faculty, 
staff, and students throughout the campus.  Current members of the campus Sustainability 
Committee include: 
 
Tracy Bennett, Chair Vice President - Administration Administration 
Kevin Cloos Director of Facilities Services Facilities Services 
Mark Delcamp Asst. Director of Facilities Services Custodial Services 
Kathy Forster Asst. Director of Residence Life Residence Life 
Sarah Laurie Staff Assistant Environmental Health & Safety 
Markus Kessler Director of Facilities Planning Facilities Planning 
Anne Podolak Director Environmental Health & Safety Environmental Health & Safety 
Bob Lawson Asst. Director of Facilities Services Facilities Services 
Terry Tzitzis Director of University Services University Services 
Mike Wygant Asst. Director of Facilities Services  Facilities Services 
Sue Freitas Head Janitor Custodial  Services 
Mike Proffer Director of Dining Services  FSA 
Michael Barone Director of Public Relations Public Relations 
Christina Jarvis Associate Professor English 
Tim Strakosh Assistant Professor Biology 
Tracy Marafiote Assistant Professor Communication 
Peter Reinelt Assistant Professor Economics 
David Kinkela Assistant Professor – Sabbatical History 
Sherri Mason Associate Professor – Sabbatical Chemistry 
Jason Mellen Student 

 Robin Hoepfinger Student 
 Maggie Germano Student 
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Susan Kornacki Student/Intern 
 Adam Malchoff Student  

Alex Staunch Student  
Robyn Reger Committee Secretary Administration 
 
The campus Sustainability Committee is composed of ten subcommittees which include 54 
members throughout the campus. Each subcommittee is focused on a specific sustainability 
issue on the campus.  The ten subcommittees and the current chair of each subcommittee are 
presented below: 
 

1. Academic Programs Subcommittee 
Chair Christina Jarvis, Associate Professor, English 

2. Department of Environmental Affairs 
Chair Adam Malchoff, Student 

3. Earth Week Subcommittee 
Chair Christina Jarvis, Associate Professor, English  

4. Energy Conservation Subcommittee 
Chair Robert Lawson, Assistant Director, Facilities Services 

5. Food Subcommittee 
Chair Mike Proffer, Director of Dining Services, Faculty Student Association 

6. Green Building Subcommittee 
Chair Markus Kessler, Director, Facilities Planning 

7. Green Cleaning Subcommittee 
 Chair Mark Delcamp, Assistant Director, Facilities Services - Custodial 

8. Green Landscaping Subcommittee 
Chair Kevin Cloos, Director of Facilities Services 

9. Public Relations Subcommittee 
Chair Sarah Laurie, Environmental Health and Safety 

10. Recycling Subcommittee 
Co-Chairs Kevin Cloos, Director of Facilities Services, and  
Soteris Tzitzis, Director of University Services 

 

As part of this annual report each subcommittee has prepared a summary of the purpose and 
membership of the subcommittee, accomplishments of the past year and sustainability goals 
for the future.  The results of the first two years of work are impressive and much has been 
accomplished; however, all subcommittees will acknowledge that much more needs to be 
done.  In many ways this initial work of the subcommittees has simply laid the groundwork for 
additional measures that are still necessary to truly become a sustainable campus.   
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Highlights of 2008-2009 Academic Year 
 
A major focus of the Sustainability Committee was to maintain the momentum that was 
established in the first year of the committee’s work. Throughout the 2008-2009 academic 
years, the various subcommittees continued to make consistent progress on several fronts. This 
includes the creation of an Academic Programs subcommittee to focus on sustainability in the 
campus curriculum, improved web site:  http://www.fredonia.edu/gogreen/academics.asp, 
creation of campus sustainability partners program and much more emphases on campus-wide 
recycling.  The public relations subcommittee has also continued to publish a weekly half page, 
“Sustainability Comment” article on sustainability topics of interest to the campus in 
The Leader. 

Highlights of the Sustainability Committee’s work during the past two years include: 
 

 Carried out a very successful Earth Week celebration with events scheduled every day 
from April 19 to 26, 2008, including a special presentation by Ralph Nader on Friday, 
April 25.   

 The second Earth Week celebration is scheduled for April 19 to 25, 2009.  

 “Campus and Community Electronics Recycling Day” was held on Saturday, April 26, 
2008.  The Earth Week subcommittee presented a full array of sustainability topics to 
the campus and the committee. (Second annual Campus and Community Electronics 
Recycling Day is scheduled for Saturday April 25, 2009) 

 Distributed over 3,000 new green recycling toters throughout the campus in all student 
residence halls, classrooms, meeting rooms, and offices. 

 Placed over 120 interior and 18 exterior recycling collection containers across the 
campus. 

 Continued to educate the campus on sustainability issues through the Go Green web 
site and the “Sustainability Comment” published weekly in The Leader student 
newspaper. 

 Developed a new campus-wide combined recycling program to allow all recyclable items 
to be placed in a single container, eliminating the need to sort various recyclables. 

 Collected over two tons of cardboard during move-in weekend at the residence halls. 

 Planted over 100 new trees on campus during 2008. 

 Developed an area on campus to process the waste cooking oil from the dining areas 
into a usable biodiesel fuel to be used in campus vehicles and equipment. 

http://www.fredonia.edu/gogreen/academics.asp
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 Began a procedure to purchase building materials with a greater recycled content from 
manufacturers considered to be leaders in the industry. 

 Implemented a new green cleaning program utilizing environmentally-friendly cleaning 
chemicals that are Green Seal Certified. 

There are many more highlights presented by each subcommittee in their section of this annual 
report. Each subcommittee, including over 54 campus employees, can take pride in their solid 
contribution to the overall campus sustainability effort during the 2008-2009 academic year. 

Reports of each subcommittee as follow.  
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   Academics Subcommittee 
 
The Academics Subcommittee is pleased to provide the following overview of the 
subcommittee. The Academics Subcommittee was created in October 2008 to begin integrating 
sustainability content and practices into campus curricula, student life, individual courses and 
campus events programming. The subcommittee was also originally charged with organizing an 
Earth Day Teach-in, which grew into a full week’s worth of programming. Goals for the 2008-
2009 academic year include: 
 

 Organizing the April 22, 2009 Teach-in and other Earth Week events 

 Promoting student and faculty engagement with sustainability issues in a wide range of 
disciplines and interdisciplinary programs 

 Developing a five-year plan for sustainability education on campus, including the 
incorporation of sustainability courses into all parts of the college core curriculum 

 Exploring avenues for implementing sustainability practices in student life, including the 
possibility of first-year and graduation sustainability pledges 

 Investigating best practices of other universities and colleges 

 Organizing and promoting sustainability events on campus throughout the year 
 

Because one of the primary goals of the subcommittee was to incorporate sustainability into a 
wide variety of departments and programs, it was comprised of faculty members from a range 
of natural science, social science and humanities programs. Subcommittee Chair, Christina 
Jarvis, Associate Professor of English, Director of American Studies, and founding member of 
the Sustainability Committee, invited faculty members along with Amy Cuhel-Schuckers of 
Grants and Sponsored Programs to serve on the committee. Student members, largely from 
campus environmental groups, volunteered to serve on the committee and became active, vital 
members. Many of the year’s events, in fact, grew out of student interests and activist 
commitments. 
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Members of the subcommittee include:  
 

Christina Jarvis English and American Studies Subcommittee Chair 
Jack Berkley Geosciences Faculty Representative 
Bill Brown Biology Faculty Representative 
Jeannette Chin Campus Climate Challenge Student Representative 
Amy Cuhel-
Schuckers 

Grants and Sponsored Programs Staff Representative 

Maggie Germano Department of Environmental Affairs Student Representative 
Mike Jabot Curriculum and Instruction Faculty Representative 
Susan Kornacki Student Intern for Earth Week  Student Representative 
Adam Malchoff Department of Environmental Affairs Student Representative 
Tracy Marafiote Communication Faculty Representative 
Lauren Piche Campus Climate Challenge Student Representative 
Amie Salsbury Campus Climate Challenge Student Representative 
Alex Staunch Campus Climate Challenge  Student Representative 
Tim Strakosh Biology Faculty Representative 
Ivani Vassoler Political Science and International 

Studies 
Faculty Representative 

 
Because much of the committee’s membership overlapped with the Earth Week 
Subcommittee, many of our accomplishments are counted in that subcommittee’s report 
(Please see that section for that listing of events). Other accomplishments from the past year 
include: 

 

 Offering a special presentation on “The Environment and the 2008 Presidential Election” 
via a collaboratively generated PowerPoint presentation by subcommittee members 
Tracy Marafiote and Christina Jarvis 

 Sending four committee members to the October 2008 Go Green Initiative Earth 
Summit in Syracuse, New York to learn more about sustainability education at other 
schools and institutions 

 Sending two student members to the 2008 Association for the Advancement of 
Sustainability in Higher Education Conference in Raleigh, North Carolina to learn more 
about sustainability at other colleges and universities 

 Offering a new course on Sustainability and America (Fall 2008 and Spring 2009) to 
introduce students to major sustainability issues, encourage student activism and public 
engagement on these topics, and begin to develop campus and community partnerships 
within sustainability 
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 Participating in the daylong February 5, 2009 Teach-in on Climate Change. Organized by 
student members Maggie Germano, Adam Malchoff, and Alex Staunch, the event was 
widely attended and featured presentations by committee members Jack Berkley, Tim 
Strakosh, Christina Jarvis, and a film screening coordinated by committee member Mike 
Jabot 

 Helping to support and organize other sustainability education events on campus, 
including the April 1, 2009 Faculty Brown Bag session and “Mountaintop Removal Road 
Show” presentation by famed environmental activist David Cooper 

 Starting a sustainability course inventory to see which courses already integrate 
sustainability into class content and practices 

 Exploring the possibility of implementing sustainability pledges 

 Drafting a preliminary mission statement and tentative long-term goals 

 Hosting a thirteen-hour-long Teach-in on Earth Day that included presentations by 
sixteen professors from nine different disciplines; five students representing more than 
seven campus organizations; an independent scholar; area teachers; local politicians; 
and a high profile New York Sierra Club activist. The final event, an Eco Fashion Show, 
brought together numerous student groups and strengthened campus and community 
ties. 

 Ordering more than twenty new books on sustainability issues for Reed Library and 
acquiring five new films with public/institutional viewing rights 

 
Goals for next year include:  

 Continuing to develop a mission statement and five-year plan 

 Exploring the creation of an Environmental Studies major and minor 

 Implementing a first-year sustainability pledge 

 Continuing to support sustainability programming on campus and in the community at 
large. 
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   Department of Environmental Affairs Subcommittee 
 
The Department of Environmental Affairs Subcommittee is pleased to provide the following 
overview of the subcommittee.  The Department of Environmental Affairs is a department of 
Fredonia’s Student Association (SA). This is a student based group that aims to make the 
campus more sustainable for future students. Our focus is to get students more involved, more 
knowledgeable and more enthusiastic about the issue of sustainability. The Department is also 
involved in a nationwide campaign for clean energy called the Campus Climate Challenge.  

The subcommittee is made up of a group of about 12 students.   Members of the subcommittee 
include: 

 
Adam Malchoff Student Representative Subcommittee Chair 

Joseph McGrath Student Representative Subcommittee Co-Chair 

Maggie Germano Student Representative  

Jaclyn Hoffman Student Representative  

Robin Hoepfinger Student Representative  

Renee Solly Student Representative  

Andrew Condon Student Representative  

Katie Tyczynski Student Representative  

Claire Szymkowiak Student Representative  

Robyn Martin Student Representative  

James Reddy Student Representative  

Alex Staunch Student Representative  

Susan Kornacki Student Representative  

 
Over the past year the department has accomplished many goals including, but not limited to: 

 Began efforts to establish a Green Fee at Fredonia 

 Presented to Dunkirk High School students environmental issues and what students can 
do to help 

 Traveled with 40 students to Washington, D.C. to participate in Powershift, a conference 
with students across the nation on environmental training 

 Worked with Campus Climate Challenge to run a Powervote campaign on campus urging 
voters to consider energy and environmental issues when voting 

 Hosted an open mic to register voters and sign the Powervote pledge 

 Sponsored a series of teach-ins to educate newly registered voters on energy and 
environmental policy 

 Have set up several visiting speakers on environmental issues 
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 Educated/involved many students in planning the Campus Climate Challenge Campaign 
 
Goals for 2009-2010 is continue working to push Park Place Apartments to create a recycling 
program for their student residents.  Also, committee members have considered running a CFL 
(compact fluorescent light bulb) exchange on and off campus to help reduce carbon emissions.  
The committee hopes to continue to reach out to the community with teach-ins and 
presentations about sustainability and the environment. 
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   Earth Week Subcommittee 
 
The Earth Week Subcommittee is pleased to provide the following overview of the 
subcommittee.  In keeping with the mission of last year’s committee, the Earth Week 
Subcommittee was charged with organizing an entire week of events centered on the spirit of 
Earth Day (April 22nd). The goals of the week’s programming include:  

 Increasing awareness of the breadth of sustainability issues 

 Promoting active participation of faculty members and students in the planning and 
execution of personally meaningful sustainability events  

 Educating the campus community, as well as the community at large, about some of the 
most prominent environmental and social justice issues of our time 

 Encouraging our entire campus community to be actively engaged in making our 
campus and, therefore, our society more sustainable 

 Increasing the visibility of the Sustainability Committee 

 Reaching out to the larger community to tap local expertise and to co-create models of 
sustainable practices 

 Showcasing all that our campus is already doing to be more sustainable, as well as our 
future goals 

 Incorporating a wide variety of disciplines, interdisciplinary fields, and campus and 
community organizations to build broader, long-term intellectual and activist-based 
engagement with sustainability issues 

 
Because one of the primary goals within this project was to encourage the active collaboration 
of students and faculty members, the subcommittee was comprised primarily of 
representatives from these campus populations; however, the subcommittee also worked 
closely with several staff members on various Earth Week events. Many of the subcommittee 
members were also members of the academics subcommittee because that committee was 
charged with integrating sustainability into academic programming and courses on campus. Dr. 
Christina Jarvis, Associate Professor of English, Director of American Studies, and founding 
member of the Sustainability Committee was in charge of coordinating both subcommittees.  
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Members of the subcommittee include:  
 

Christina Jarvis English and American Studies Subcommittee Chair 
Jack Berkley Geosciences Faculty Representative 
Alyssa Brooke-Gay Women’s Student Union Student Representative 
Bill Brown Biology Faculty Representative 
Jeannette Chin Campus Climate Challenge Student Representative 
Amy Cuhel-
Schuckers 

Grants and Sponsored Programs Staff Representative 

Heidi Frame Women’s Student Union Student Representative 
Maggie Germano Department of Environmental Affairs Student Representative 
Mike Jabot Curriculum and Instruction Faculty Representative 
Susan Kornacki Student Intern for Earth Week  Student Representative 
Adam Malchoff Department of Environmental Affairs Student Representative 
Tracy Marafiote Communication Faculty Representative 
Lauren Piche Campus Climate Challenge Student Representative 
Amie Salsbury Campus Climate Challenge Student Representative 
Alex Staunch Campus Climate Challenge Student Representative 
Tim Strakosh Biology Faculty Representative 
Ivani Vassoler Political Science and International 

Studies 
Faculty Representative 

 
While the subcommittee members certainly did provide a substantial amount of the work 
involved in organizing and implementing the weeklong series of events, additional support was 
provided by many members of the administration and the campus community at-large. Without 
their support, the plans of the subcommittee would not have been possible.   
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Members-at-large include:   
 

Mike Barone Public Relations  
Tracy Bennett Administration  
Kevin Cloos Facilities Services   
Mark Delcamp Facilities Services   
Sarah Laurie Environmental Health & Safety  
Caitlin Levesque College Democrats  
Robyn Reger Administration  
Mike Proffer FSA, Dining Services  
Jon Titus Biology  
Kaitlin Frisicaro Visual Arts & New Media major  

 
Accomplishments from the past year include: 

 Organizing a significant environmental film series of brand new titles that highlight 
current environmental and social justice issues. In purchasing these titles with full public 
viewing rights, the Sustainability Committee was able to support important 
organizations such as Bullfrog Films, the Basel Action Network, and Beyond Pesticides. 

 Collaborating with SUNY Fredonia’s American Democracy Project and Focus the Nation’s 
2009 Town Hall Meeting/Focus on Our Energy Future Campaign to organize a forum for 
students and local residents to raise concerns about proposed energy projects in 
Western New York 

 Working with a variety of campus and local conservation groups to organize a native 
planting event on campus, a non-native plant pull at a local nature sanctuary, and series 
of interdisciplinary nature walks on campus and at the College Lodge 

 Hosting a thirteen-hour-long Teach-in on Earth Day that included presentations by 
sixteen professors from nine different disciplines; five students representing more than 
seven campus organizations; an independent scholar; area teachers; local politicians; 
and a high profile New York Sierra Club activist. The final event, an Eco Fashion Show, 
brought together numerous student groups and strengthened campus and community 
ties 

 Sponsoring a campus and community electronics recycling day, a trash dump, and a 
“Zero Waste” presentation to promote ethical and sustainable recycling and reuse 
practices 

 Promoting long-term changes in campus dining hall practices by sponsoring “Meatless 
Monday” and “Trayless Tuesday” events 

 Bringing the internationally renown Beehive Design Collective to present “Dismantling 
Monoculture”—a visual exploration of the impacts of militarism, free trade, and 
corporate globalization in Latin America 
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 Reinforcing this year’s Convocation theme “Human Rights: With Liberty and Justice for 
All?" by inviting Elisa Young, member of the Ohio Citizen Action Group, to present “The 
Social and Environmental Costs of Coal” 

 Inspiring activism and encouraging the growth of grassroots sustainability networks by 
bringing regional food activists Lisa Tucker, Editor and Publisher of Edible Buffalo, and 
Christa Glennie Seychew, Founder of Feed Your Soul Buffalo, to present  “How Eating 
Like a Locavore Impacts Your Community”  

 
Because this annual report was turned in prior to Earth Week, it is impossible to evaluate the 
success of actual Earth Week events and plans. Thus there is an inherent difficulty in 
summarizing our goals for next year (being still intimately immersed in our goals for this year). 
Nevertheless, we endeavor to summarize some of those goals here: 

 This year’s set of events is impressive; we need to keep that momentum going. 
However, we need to find a more sustainable model for organizing future years’ 
programming. The enormity of planning the week’s events often monopolized the time 
of the academics subcommittee, making it difficult for that committee to achieve its 
goals 

 We recommend that a fully separate Earth Week subcommittee be formed in the 
future, and that future Earth Week coordinators not be given any other major 
sustainability committee responsibilities. We further recommend that the Earth Week 
Subcommittee be primarily comprised of members not already serving on other 
subcommittees 

 Learn from our mistakes and the past experiences of Earth Week coordinators and 
committee members 

 Encourage more collaboration with the community at-large, including (but not limited 
to) schools, environmentally focused citizen’s groups, and locally engaged citizen’s 
groups 

 Incorporate more vendors and displays 
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   Energy Conservation Subcommittee 
 

The Energy Conservation Subcommittee is pleased to provide the following overview of the 
subcommittee.  The subcommittee is charged with promoting, creating and identifying 
opportunities to conserve energy on campus.  This includes procedures, policies, projects, and 
actions that would reduce the campus overall energy consumption.   

Measuring energy usage per square foot, the campus has been successful in reducing energy 
consumption each year since 2003. 

The energy conservation committee has recently been reorganized.  There are several new 
members, including the chairperson.  The members of the subcommittee are: 

 
Bob Lawson Facility Services  Subcommittee Chair 
Anne Podolak Environmental Health & Safety  
Paul Agle Facilities Planning  
Dan Goodwin Residence Life  
Alex Staunch Student Representative  
Lisa Wickman Student Representative  
Alex Schultz Student Representative  

 
Highlights for the Energy Conservation Subcommittee include: 

 Continue current practice of setting room temperatures based upon information 
received from the Campus Events Management System 

 Expanded the use of the existing Energy Management System which allows for remote 
temperature settings, staging of street lighting, and other building functions 

 In conjunction with Facility Services, occupancy sensors have been installed in all 
residence hall laundry rooms to control the lighting 

 Also in conjunction with Facility Services, automatic timers have been added in select 
mechanical rooms to control the lighting 

 Implementing a program in the residence halls whereby students can exchange their 
incandescent bulbs from their personal lamps with a compact fluorescent bulb   

 
Goals for 2009-2010 will be to increase the awareness of the benefits of conservation to the 
faculty, staff, and students.  Continue with the above mentioned programs and introduce new 
programs for energy conservation and management.  Some specific goals will be: 

 Production of biodiesel fuel from Faculty Student Association’s waste frying oils 

 Recommend that all appliances be Energy Star labeled, such as microwaves, 
refrigerators, etc. 

 Identify areas where occupancy sensors could be used for lighting control 
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 Seek alternate methods to fund energy related projects through NYSERDA and the utility 
companies 

 Expand the campus energy management system to include and control exhaust fans and 
domestic hot water 

 Continue replacing exit signs with energy efficient LED-type lamps 
 
An additional aspect of energy conservation on campus is the Green House Gas Audit to be 
conducted under the direction of ACUPCC.  This audit will be completed in May 2009 and will 
show a future projection for the campus based on current energy consumption. The results of 
this audit will allow the Sustainability Committee to compile a climate action plan outlining 
future goals and projects for further reduction of our greenhouse gas emissions. 
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   Food Subcommittee 
 
The Food Subcommittee is pleased to provide the following overview of the subcommittee.  
The Food Subcommittee developed a strategy for addressing three areas:  food waste 
reduction, identifying a strategy for alternative, greener disposable and packaging goods, and 
expanding the menuing of healthier, greener food selections. 
 
Subcommittee members include: 
 

Mike Proffer FSA Subcommittee Chair 
Kevin Cloos Facilities Services  

 
Accomplishments from the past year include: 

 Developed Dining Services Sustainability Program for all food service units incorporating 
specific unit challenges into general goals 

 Received nomination for “Most-Vegetarian-Friendly College” in peta2 competition, 
advancing into the second round, and awarded Honorable Mention “In recognition of 
exceptional strides made in vegan and vegetarian dining on campus”  

 Continued to offer in all facilities a variety of more earth friendly non-meat proteins, 
expanded fresh fruit and vegetable offerings, maintained completely organic salad bar 
in Erie Dining Hall 

 Identified specific goals and schedules for testing greener disposable and packaging 
goods to replace current, less environmentally friendly specs: to be implemented in Fall 
of 2009 

 Based upon data generated last year regarding customer food waste, developed 
“trayless” experimental model for Erie Dining Hall 

 Created FSA Dining Services Waste Committee, charged with the mission of reducing 
operational waste 

 Planned menus to reflect more environmentally friendly food selections in Cranston 
Marche 

 In conjunction with Buster Brown Bean Company, tested Rainforest Alliance Certified 
Guatemala coffee, currently evaluating possibility of adding to regular rotation 

 Contributed to planning of Earth Week functions and activities 

 Reached out to various distributors to create file of locally grown, produced, and 
shipped items 
 

Goals for 2009-2010 include: 

 Identify time frames for implementing Dining Services Sustainability Program 

 Implement waste reduction strategies operationally and customer based 
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 Provide more accurate nutritional and ingredient information to customers  

 Introduce new, greener line of disposable serviceware; evaluate other packaging items 
for replacement 

 Develop methodology for evaluating “green” initiative, focusing on the triangle of 
People, Planet, and Profitability 

 Define what “local” is in reference to products 

 Expand offering of healthy food choices 
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   Green Building Subcommittee 
 
The Green Building Subcommittee is pleased to provide the following overview of the 
subcommittee.   
The mission of the Sustainability Building Subcommittee (SBS) of SUNY Fredonia is to promote 
environmentally responsible design, planning, construction and operation of the built 
environment through education, outreach, networking and building system collaborations. 
Members of the subcommittee include:  
 

Markus Kessler Facilities Planning Subcommittee Chair 
Paul Agle Facilities Planning  
Anne Podolak Environmental Health and Safety  
Michael Wygant Facilities Services   
Holly Lawson Chemistry  

 
The vision of the subcommittee is to achieve a campus built environment, in which sustainable 
practices have become mainstream. 
 
Goals of this subcommittee are to develop and maintain campus “sustainable design” 
guidelines and to promote environmental stewardship through: 

 Preservation of natural resources 

 Cost effective green solutions 

 Building construction waste reductions and recycling 
Also, to promote SBS as a respected source of information with regard to a sustainable built 
environment and to help SUNY Fredonia be recognized as a leader in “Green Building Design. ”  
 
Accomplishments from the past year include: 

 This past year the subcommittee has conducted research and gathered information that 
will help in providing guidance to cost effectively reduce the environmental impacts of 
new building construction and renovations. From the information gathered several 
benefits of using sustainable design include: 
o Energy efficiency reduces operating costs 
o Water conservation reduces operating costs 
o Buildings are more durable and last longer 
o Construction/operational waste reduction and recycling efforts lower disposal costs 
o Indoor air quality and day lighting measures create healthy and productive work 

environments 
o Natural resources are conserved for future generations 
o Communicates positive community relations 
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 The subcommittee began working with the State University Construction Fund to 
establish contractor guidelines/requirements for sustainability during construction.  

 The subcommittee’s efforts have been (appropriately) focused on larger projects, i.e. 
Science Technology Building.  There are many reasons for this, including the following: 
o Larger projects consume larger amounts of energy, which have compounding effects 

on campus utilities, environmental impacts and long-term costs 
o The public nature of larger projects invites public (campus and beyond) concerns 

and/or opposition. A green building program helps the project team evaluate 
impacts, and improve public support 

o Larger projects have experienced project management teams (SUCF, in-house and 
consultants) who can successfully integrate the challenges of sustainability into the 
many other challenges facing successful projects 

o The subcommittee is already focused on the Science Technology Building Project 
(the largest and most complex campus project in 40 years), offering an opportunity 
to integrate sustainability into the design process and help establishing design and 
construction sustainable guidelines for future projects 

 Additional research by the subcommittee has found that the current cost premium for 
building projects to achieve a LEED Silver rating is approximately one percent of 
construction costs; a Gold rating has a premium of approximately two percent to four 
percent, and Platinum approximately seven percent to nine percent. However, advances 
in green building technologies are clearly on the horizon, and these should facilitate the 
realization of a LEED equivalent Silver or Gold rating for all University capital projects in 
the near future. 

 
The main goal for 2009-2010 is to continue with developing sustainable guidelines related to 
building materials and contraction practices.  Other goals include: 

 Continuing to work closely with designers to insure that all new construction meets the 
state standards for green buildings 

 Will begin developing selection criteria for building materials specifications, building 
demolition plan checklist, model specification for waste materials management and 
recycling and a model specification for salvage and reuse 

 Continuing to explore new sustainable building design and elements as well as to insure 
that the campus continues to promote environmental stewardship within the building 
process 

 Monitor the development of other sustainability and energy efficiency construction 
guidelines, and adopt best practices regarding sustainable building design and 
construction as they develop 
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   Green Cleaning Subcommittee 
 

The Green Cleaning Subcommittee is pleased to provide the following overview of the 
subcommittee. This subcommittee was appointed by the SUNY Fredonia Sustainability 
Committee to enhance the existing custodial operations and become an environmentally 
friendly department that will benefit the employees, the greater campus community, and its 
customers.  Subcommittee members include: 
 

Mark Delcamp Facilities Services - Custodial Subcommittee Chair 
Sue Freitas Facilities Services - Custodial  
Tim Lillie Facilities Services - Custodial   
Brenna Clark Student Representative  

 

Accomplishments in the past year include: 
 Purchased 100 En-Motion touch-less paper towel dispensers and to date have installed 

50 of them in various buildings throughout campus 
 Purchased new HEPA filtered backpack vacuum to improve the indoor air quality 
 Purchased new environmentally-friendly floor scrubber to reduce water/chemical usage 
 Selected a new Green Seal Certified product line for use throughout campus; thus far 10 

buildings have been retrofitted with the new products totaling 50 new dispensing 
systems 

 Provided ongoing support for the campus recycling efforts 
 Increased the usage of new microfiber cleaning cloths to enhance cleaning quality and 

to also reduce paper towel consumption 
 Assessed a new environmentally-friendly stone care maintenance system that reduces 

chemical usage and daily maintenance 
 Purchased a chemical free floor stripping machine that utilizes water only 
 Purchased a dual technology carpet extractor to reduce water consumption and daily 

maintenance 
 

Goals for the 2009-2010 are: 
 Retrofit another 10 buildings with the new Green Seal Certified products 
 Continue training staff on green cleaning technologies 
 Utilize more microfiber cleaning products 
 Continue utilizing the stone care maintenance program and products 
 Install the remaining 50 En-Motion touch-less towel dispensers 
 Continue assessment of environmentally friendly products and continue purchasing 

environmentally friendly equipment 
 Assess a touch-less auto flush valve for use on toilets and urinals to enhance restroom 

hygiene and conserve water 
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   Green Landscaping Subcommittee 
 
The Green Landscaping Subcommittee is pleased to provide the following overview of the 
subcommittee.  The subcommittee was established to provide guidance and sound landscaping 
practices to enhance the campus and protect the natural resources and environment of the 
campus.  The Green Landscaping Subcommittee, with direction from several faculty and staff, is 
working to develop green landscaping procedures and best practices which may be used 
throughout the campus.  Members of the subcommittee include: 
 

Kevin Cloos Facilities Services Subcommittee Chair 
Sue Freitas Facilities Services  - Custodial Services  
Tim Frerichs Visual Arts & New Media  
Brent Kawski Facilities Services - Grounds  
Suzanne Strakosh Biology  
Jon Titus Biology  
Priscilla Titus Community Representative  

 
Accomplishments from the past year include: 

 Started the use of environmental friendly ice control products for use on campus 
roadways and walkways 

 Increased the number of bike racks around the campus 

 Incorporated green designs into parking lot improvement projects 

 Planted over 100 trees on campus including many native species trees 

 Increased the use of perennials in the planting beds on campus 

 Enlarged the native garden as part of the Earth Week celebration 

 Continued developing new planting beds at entrances to buildings 

 Continued the removal of invasive non-native honeysuckles from the large campus 
wood area along Ring Road 

 
Goals for 2009-2010 include: 

 Increase campus community involvement and provide education on best practices 
 Reduce need for watering of planting beds by installation of more perennials and 

installation of many native species plantings 
 Develop grey watering program for watering of planting beds where needed 
 Start the campus wide tree inventory management including recommendation for 

maintaining the existing trees 
 Continue the annual planting of 30 to 40 trees on campus 
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 Introduce new tree species to the campus landscape 
 Review use of herbicides and pesticides on campus 
 Reduce use of gasoline powered mowing equipment by converting green lawn areas to 

native planting beds at many areas on campus 
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   Public Relations Subcommittee 
 
The Public Relations Subcommittee is pleased to provide the following overview of the 
subcommittee.  The subcommittee was formed to provide public relations assistance for the 
campus’ sustainability campaign.  The members of subcommittee include: 
 

Sarah Laurie Environmental Health & Safety Subcommittee Chair 
John McCune WNYF Advisor  
Michael Barone Public Relations  
Maggie Germano Student Representative - WNYF  
Megan McDonald Student Representative  

 
Our goals were (and are) to publicize committee events as well as to keep the campus 
community informed and educated about how to live an environmentally-friendly lifestyle. In 
addition, we are in the process of creating a mission statement for the committee at large to 
aid in a unified and cohesive effort in the push to make SUNY Fredonia a “green” campus. 

 
Accomplishments from the past year include: 

 Created a weekly series of public service announcements under the title “Sustainability 
Comment” in the student newspaper, The Leader 

 Acted as campus liaison for the American College & University President’s Climate 
Commitment (ACUPCC) 

 Maintained the campus sustainability website – www.fredonia.edu/gogreen 

 Launched the new “Sustainability Partners” program wherein every campus department 
is encouraged to take specific and measurable action to reduce the environmental 
impact of their respective departments 

 Developed a monthly e-newsletter 

 Helped promote the campus’ Earth Week programming 

 Interviewed with the campus radio station 

 Worked cooperatively with the campus TV Studio (WNYF) to create a call-in TV show 
with members of the sustainability committee as panel members to answer questions 

 Educated the event staff who clean the bleachers at hockey and basketball games as to 
what could be recycled 

 
Primary goals for 2009-2010 are to further promote the ideas and issues of sustainability and 
specifically to engage the students to serve as the campus champions of these efforts. 

 Some ideas include: 
o Further greening athletics  

http://www.fredonia.edu/gogreen
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Á Guiding the men’s track and field teams in their decision to move toward 
reusable water bottles instead of one-time-use bottles saving over 100 plastic 
bottles per track meet 

Á Advertise with the men’s track and field team – they will wear GoGreen t-shirts 
for warm-ups 

o Run Public Service Announcements on the campus TV Station WNYF 
o Set up a regular call-in show with WNYF and a regular radio station interview 
o Put together a program by which the committee may gain feedback from the 

campus community at large as to which programs have been the most widely 
accepted and successful 
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   Recycling Subcommittee 
 
The Recycling Subcommittee is pleased to provide the following overview of the subcommittee. 
The University Sustainability Committee appointed the Recycling Subcommittee to 
enhance/create awareness opportunities for recycling on campus, including developing 
procedures and determining locations for the recycling centers and collection points 
throughout the campus.  Members of the subcommittee include:  
 

Soteris Tzitzis University Services Subcommittee Co-Chair 
Kevin Cloos Facilities Services Subcommittee Co-Chair 
Kathy Forster Residence Life  
Mark Delcamp Facilities Services  
Jason Mellen Student Representative  
Susan Kornacki Student Representative  
Brenna Clark Student Representative  
Robin Hoepfinger Student Representative  
Lisa Cegielski Student Representative  
Sarah Stryker Student Representative  

 
Recycling Subcommittee accomplishments for 2008-2009 include: 

 Developed a new campus wide recycling program to allow all items to be placed in one 
container, thus eliminating the need to sort 

 Distributed 1,500 new green recycling toters to all student rooms in the residence halls 

 Distributed 1,200 new green recycling toters to all classrooms, meeting rooms, and 
offices 

 Created new recycling locations in all residence halls on the second and third floors, 
thus not requiring students to bring their recyclables to the central recycling station on 
the first floor in each residence hall 

 Placed additional interior and exterior recycling collection containers across the campus 

 Placed 15 new recycling dumpsters painted green around the campus for the increased 
volume of materials as part of the new Combined Recycling Program 

 Developed Special Event Recycling for large campus events including Commencement, 
Fredfest, Homecoming, concerts, etc. 

 Continued to collect paper with two Abitibi Paper Retriever dumpsters; 13.6 total 
tonnage saved from landfill 

 Continued to collect all scrap metal for recycling 

 All interior doors removed at McGinnies Hall were recycled with 90% being used by 
Habitat for Humanity 
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 Added six recycling locations to collect plastic grocery bags in the academic buildings 

 Added plastic bag recycling locations in all residence halls 

 Added two recycling locations to collect printer ink  

 Added recycling at the new Centre Pointe Lounge at the Williams Center 

 Collected over two tons of cardboard during move-in weekend at the residence halls 

 Printed all the “What Can be Recycled” brochures using 100% recycled paper for 
distribution around campus 

 Participated in the national RecycleMania event in 2009  

 Recycled all used tires, motor oil, and automotive batteries 

 Electronics recycling on campus collected 12.48 tons for 2008-2009 

 Participated in the Campus Community Electronics Recycling Day collecting 14.6 tons 
 
Goals for 2009 -2010 include: 

 Create a new construction and demolition debris recycling program to recycle items 
such as wood, pallets, masonry block, brick, used toilets, broken glass, misc. plastic, 
carpet, and much more 

 Participate in the national RecycleMania event in 2010 

 Develop program to increase awareness in the residence halls to lower the amount of 
items placed in the trash during move out in May 

 Add recycling requirement to all capital construction projects 

 Develop mattress recycling program for the residence halls 

 Develop sneaker recycling program for the campus 
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Supplemental Material 
 

Campus and Community Electronic Recycling Day Flyer 

Campus Map Showing Indoor and Outdoor Recycling Centers Followed by Three Pictures 
of Recycling Centers 

Combined Recycling Paper Towel Handout 

Earth Day Agenda 

Earth Week 2009 Schedule 

Earth Week Banner 

Eco Fashion Show Flyer 

RecycleMania 2009 Table Tent 

RecycleMania Banner 

“What Can be Recycled” Handout 

15 Issues of Weekly Sustainability Comments to The Leader 

 


