
Fredonia Wins Grant for Bikes!  - Mary Mazure

Next fall Fredonia students are going to find it easier to get around campus while saving some gas in the process. Fredonia’s environmental group, Campus Climate Challenge (CCC), announced last week that it won a $3,000 grant from the Community Foundation of Greater Buffalo(CFGB) to create a bike rental program on campus.
The news quickly spread around campus. Many students had been keeping up with the progress of the possible grant through a Facebook group page which encouraged students to participate by voting for Fredonia from a number of hopeful colleges. “That’s awesome,” said Marisa Caruso, a sophomore theatre major, when she heard Fredonia had received a portion of the grant. Caruso added that she is planning to utilize the service because her bike is broken.
The CFGB is a public charity that services the needs of Western New York. Students voted for the grant on the GrowWNY Facebook page during the CFGB’s College Green Bowl Contest, which lasted from Jan. 24 through Jan. 31. Fredonia won the grant a few days later.
The new bicycle share and repair program is expected to be up and running in Lograsso Hall sometime this semester. “Our proposed project aims to reach out to a large spectrum of students, faculty, staff and community members in the SUNY Fredonia area by providing bicycle education, repair and rentals,” read a section of the grant posted on Facebook, encouraging students to vote.
The new program will work in collaboration with Spokefolk, a non-profit organization in Dunkirk that has been working to get Dunkirk residents access to a bicycle. Spokefolk will provide the educational aspect of the program. Starting sometime next fall there will be free bicycle repair workshops.
This semester those who are involved with the program will be collecting bicycles and fixing them up to get ready for rental. Bike rental is anticipated to start at the beginning of the fall semester and run through Nov. 15.
Members of the environmental movement are hopeful about the new program. “This bicycle grant will not only help us rent bikes from campus but we will also learn how to fix them,” said senior education major Katie Tycznski, who is also a member of CCC. “It will help students upkeep their bikes for the future providing a constant form of transportation.”
Tyczmski added that the program will help the Fredonia campus take the next step of the green initiative. Members of the group are hoping that by building a strong bicyclist community on campus students will be more open to using alternative forms of transportation to get around


