Announcement of Teaching Assistantship Positions

English Department, SUNY Fredonia
ADVANCE \d 3
The Department of English seeks qualified students for four full-year 

Teaching Assistant positions for Academic Year 2009-2010

Teaching Assistants teach one composition course each semester.

The Assistantship for Academic Year 2009-2010 includes a tuition waiver (covering 9 graduate-credit hours per semester) for the year plus a stipend of $3,350 per semester (a total of $6,700 for the first year). Students are required to carry a full-time course load (6-9 credit hours of coursework per semester). Renewal of the award for 2010-2011 assumes satisfactory academic achievement and teaching evaluation. Satisfactory academic achievement at the graduate level means maintaining a minimum grade of B in all coursework and a 3.0 GPA overall. TAs also participate in the discussion meetings of composition faculty and are under the supervision of the coordinator of composition. They are expected to attend department meetings and to serve on at least one policy-making committee in the department. All criteria for graduate teaching assistantships are subject to the policies of the university’s Graduate Council and the Associate Vice President for Graduate Studies.

Students wishing to be considered for a teaching assistantship should be sure to check the appropriate box on the graduate application (now online: www.fredonia.edu/gradstudies). Upon the applicant’s acceptance into Fredonia’s graduate program, the graduate coordinator in English will contact the applicant, asking the applicant to submit either a supplemental letter of recommendation that directly speaks to the candidate’s potential teaching ability and ability to do graduate-level work, or a one- to two-page personal statement that reflects a sense of the candidate’s qualifications and motivations for teaching a first-year composition class. It can include discussions of any teaching experience, knowledge of composition theory and current pedagogical methods, and other relevant preparation, as well as how teaching composition relates to the applicant’s professional goals. As teaching assistantships become available (we anticipate four positions for the coming year), qualified candidates will be contacted for an interview, which will be conducted in April. 

Interested candidates should submit a letter of interest in a teaching assistantship by March 13, 2009 highlighting their qualifications for teaching composition. Please note that full applications for Graduate Studies are due by April 1, 2009, for the 2009-2010 academic year. 

Please submit letters of interest by March 13, 2009 to: 

Jeanette McVicker, Graduate Committee Co-Chair 

English Department, Fenton 277

SUNY Fredonia 

Fredonia, NY  14063

