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Holland  Land Company Collections and related material at the 
Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society 

 
 
 

The preservation of Holland Land Company documents at the Buffalo and Erie County  

Historical Society is of major importance, because the Society houses the “Joseph Ellicott 

Correspondence”, which is an integral part of the Archives of the Holland Land Company.    

Without it, the Archives is incomplete. The Correspondence contains letters to and from Joseph  

Ellicott during his tenure as Chief Surveyor and Resident Agent of the Holland Land Company.  In 

1821, at the termination of his employment, Ellicott removed his letters from the Batavia  Land 

Office.   In 1822, the Court of Chancery in Albany* decided that Ellicott had legal rights to the 

Correspondence.  In  1873, a member of the family, Ellicott Evans donated the 21 volume set to 

the Society. 

Throughout the years the Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society pioneered in collecting 

documents relating to the Holland Land Company, the Holland Purchase and its people.  A large  

variety of documents and some studies appeared in the  Society's series, called Publications.  The 

following volumes concentrate specifically on the activities of the Holland Land Company: 

Volume  14: THE HOLLAND LAND COMPANY AND CANAL CONSTRUCTIONS IN               
WESTERN NEW YORK, 1910. 
Many of the letters were selected from the Joseph Ellicott Correspondence and the 
Charles Worthington Evans Collection. 

 
Volume 28: Paul Demund Evans, THE HOLLAND LAND COMPANY, 1928. 

It is the only full length historical study of the Company's operation in the United 
States. 

 
 
 
 
*  see item in the Spalding Papers, Syracuse University 



 
Volumes 32 and 33:   REPORTS OF JOSEPH ELLICOTT, edited by Robert W. Bingham, 1937 

and 1941. 
The two volumes contain transcript versions of the report of the Grand Survey of  
the  Holland Purchase, related correspondence, and the annual reports of the 
Batavia Land Office between 1800-1835. 

 
 

The Society houses several large collections that contain various amounts of related  

personal papers of individuals who were employed by, or dealt extensively with the Holland Land 

Company.  

The most noteworthy of these are the: 
 

Cary Family Papers that include the “Trumbull Cary Papers;”  SEE:  BUF 137, 
Reels 24 & 25 

 
 

The George Hunter Bartlett Papers, that include the “Legal and Business Papers” of 
William Peacock and some miscellaneous material of the Peacock, Ellicott and 
Evans families; 

 
* N O T   F I L M E D * 

 
Peter B. Porter Papers, that include a group of “Holland Land Company” 
documents.  This collection had been microfilmed.  SEE BUF 136 

 
 

Depending on funds, these Collections, at least in part, should be microfilmed at a later 
date. 
 

Other smaller groups of letters and miscellaneous papers of Company employees and the 

“Book of Notes and Observations made of Tonawanda Swamp... to the Headwaters of Black 

Creek,” in 1816, by William Peacock, will be filmed in the near future with similar minor 

collections at nearby repositories. 

The most significant collections at the Society, the Holland Land Company Records, the  

Henry Glowacki Papers, and the Charles W. Evans Collection are herewith microfilmed.  

 



Although historical evidence clearly indicates that these three Collections arrived at the  

Society at different times from several donors, throughout the years they were intermingled.  An 

attempt was made to reconstruct the original grouping for the microfilming, as much as possible,  

in order to present the documents in an historically appropriate sequence.  In the process of  

dividing the documents among the three Collections some speculative assumptions had to be 

made. Without original donor lists it was impossible to tell, for instance, whether the Joseph 

Ellicott letter copybooks were donated independently, or they arrived from Batavia with the 

Glowacki Papers.  The volumes were added to the “Ellicott Correspondence” because historically 

they belong there.   Other problems surfaced when the individual documents were assigned to 

groups within a collection.  Lack of time and limited insight also made it difficult to  identify 

unlabeled, or occasionally mislabeled documents.  Therefore, the Editor’s assigned document titles 

and final groupings may reflect some error in judgement. 

The Holland Land Company Records are dated from 1790 to 1837.  The major portion is 

the already explained “Joseph Ellicott Correspondence,” containing 21 volumes of original letters 

that were received in the Batavia Land Office.  Certain volumes also contain reports, statements, 

miscellaneous notes, and a couple of maps.   Although  within the originally   unnumbered 

volumes consistent chronological sequence is not maintained,  the volumes are listed in order by 

inclusive dates.  Earlier assigned volume numbers are not used.  An inconsistently arranged name 

index is available in each volume.  The copybooks of outgoing  letters, that were generally copied 

by clerks, are more orderly and are easier to read.  With the exception of part two in the third 

volume, name indexes are available. 

The “Land Sales Records” group contains almost exclusively copies of Articles of 

Agreements and contract ledgers for land sold in and around the City of Buffalo. They may have 



been donated to the Society by the family of a Holland Land Company employee in the Buffalo  

Land Office.  Documents in other groups are explained in the respective  “notes”.  The Scrap Book 

by N.K.Hall contains pamphlets and other memorabilia, some of which are duplicated elsewhere in 

the collections.  In order to preserve this gift in its original format it was filmed in  its entirety 

under “Miscellaneous Material.” 

 
The  Henry Glowacki Papers span between 1795 and 1860.  They were bequeathed to the 

Buffalo Historical Society in 1892 by Henry  I. Glowacki, a Batavia lawyer;* hence is derived the 

name of the Collection.  Glowacki was the attorney for Jacob Le Roy and Heman Redfield,  

proprietors, who in 1835 bought from the Holland Land Company most of the unsold land and 

outstanding assets mainly in Erie, Genesee, Niagara and Orleans Counties.  The new proprietors 

raised the purchase money by obtaining mortgage from the Farmers' Loan and Trust Company.   

The most valuable portion of this Collection is an almost complete portfolio of numbered land 

transfer records that are listed and filmed under that group heading.  The Collection also contains 

other miscellaneous land transfer and financial documents that reveal the complex tripartite 

agreement among the Holland Land Company, Le Roy and Redfield, and the Farmers' Loan   and  

Trust Company.  The purchase transaction was completed in 1838 when the Holland Land 

Company received final payment. 

The Collection also contains a large variety of miscellaneous material under that group 

heading, and some original documents, or copies of land transactions between Massachusetts  and 

various owners of the pre-emption land in Western New York.  For the convenience of researchers 

who wish to concentrate on this wider aspect of regional land transfers, pertinent  

 

* see note  and in the Society's 31st Annual Report 



items  are listed under group heading, "New York/ Massachusetts Pre-emption Related 

Documents." 

Similar rationalization dictated the separate listing of documents that appear under “Indian  

Affairs.”  Admittedly, the majority of this material related only remotely to the activities of the 

Holland Land Company in this region. Most items deal with later dated land sales on the  Indian 

Reservation, resulting problems and published law cases.  These documents are in the Collection 

because Henry Glowacki and his partner Joshua Brown handled some of the law  cases and 

coordinated certain arrangements with the United States War Department, Office of Indian Affairs.  

This small group of documents, many of which are copies,  reveal the intricate and troublesome 

relationship between the settlers and the Seneca Indians during the 1840s and 1850s.  Therefore, 

they add richness to the already valuable preserved material. 

This Collection contains a volume in which eight unrelated pamphlets are bound together.  

In an effort to leave the volume intact yet not to upset the alphabetical listing, the  pamphlet titles 

are listed in proper sequence with a note added  “bound with other printed  documents.”  They 

appear under BUF - 52,-53,-58,-62,-63,-67,-68, and-98. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Charles W. Evans Collection 
 
 

Charles Worthington Evans, a Buffalo lawyer, held power of attorney for several members 

of the Ellicott, Evans and Peacock families.   He married William Peacock's niece Mary, thus 

perpetuating the expanding family dynasty.  The couple had access to a variety of family 

documents, a sizable portion of which constitutes this Collection.   The Peacock  Papers  and  other 

valuable documents were later donated by their descendants and are part of the George  Hunter 

Bartlett Papers. 

The Collection dates from 1701 to 1871.  It contains about 250 letters between Joseph 

Ellicott and a number of agents of the Holland Land Company and neighboring land companies,  

political figures, settlers  and family members. Several original sketches of Ellicott's survey reports 

and his speech to the Indians at the Buffalo Creek Reservation in 1798 are also here.  As with other 

collections some miscellaneous unrelated documents are likewise presented.   With the exception 

of  the correspondence, the documents are stamped “C.W. Evans Collection,” which  precluded 

speculation as to what items should be included. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



           Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society 
           25 Nottingham Court 
           Buffalo, New York, 14216 
          716-873-9644 
 
 
 
           HOLLAND LAND COMPANY RECORDS 
          1798-1839 
           Microfilm HD/195/H64/H65    25 reels 
 
 
 
           
           CORRESPONDENCE 
                   
 
  
BUF-1     Correspondence received by Joseph Ellicott, Resident Agent at the Batavia Land 
Reel 1  Office. 
           1795-1822;  21 volumes   

Name index in chronological or in alphabetical order.              
 

NOTE:  Original tipped in letters and occasionally other documents are in random 
order within each volume.  Some are referenced with item numbers.  

 
Letters received from agents are mixed in with letters from settlers with the 
exception of one volume. 
Earlier assigned volume numbers do not correspond with this order of volumes.  
This collection was presented to the Society by Ellicott Evans in 1873. 

 
 
Reel 1    1795-1800    833 p. Includes letters, statements, miscellaneous papers and maps.  
Reel 2    1799-1806    655 p. 
Reel 2-3  1800-1811  1258 p. Includes letters, statements and miscellaneous papers.                                 
Reel 3    1802-1803    407 p.   

1803 325 p.  
Reel 4    1803-1813     230 p.   
           1804-1805     407 p.   
           1804-1808     611 p.  
Reel 5    1804-1808     356 p.  
           1805-1806     712 p.  
Reel 6    1806-1807     631 p.  
Reel 6-7  1809-1810     912 p.  
Reel 7    1810-1811     887 p.    
 



Reel 8    1810-1813     150 p.  Letters from William Peacock, Mayville Subagent.  
           1810-1822   1172 p.  
           1811-1815     232 p.  
Reel 9    1811-1815     132 p.  
           1816-1820     818 p.  
Reel 10   1817               212 p.  
           1818-1819      260 p.  
           1819               230 p.  
 
 
 
BUF-2     Copybook of outgoing correspondence by Joseph Ellicott, Resident Agent of the 
Reel 11 Batavia Land Office. 
           1800-1821;  3 volumes.  Name index. 
 
 
           Part One: 1800-1802  295 p.     
          Part Two:  1802-1805  370 p.     
 
           Part  One:  1805-1813  360 p.    
Reel 11-12  Part  Two:  1813-1814  310 p.    
           Part  One:  1814-1816  265 p.         Name Index 

   In Previous volume 
Part  Two:       1816-1821  684 p.         No index 

 
 
 
 
 
           LAND SALES RECORDS 
 
 
 
BUF-3     Articles of Agreement for inner and outer Lots in Buffalo. 
Reel 13   1799-1806;  2 volumes.  Name index. 
 
 
           1799-1806 for Tract H      124 articles  (v.2) 
           1803-1805                      85 articles  (v.1) 
 
 

NOTE:  Contains copies of printed Articles of Agreements in numerical order.  
Notations on verso pertain to payments, issuance of deeds, subsequent sales,  
reversions and  other land sale related matters. 

 
 



 
BUF-4     Articles of Agreement for lands contracted in Townships 8,9,11,12,14 in Range 8, 
Reel 14 mostly in Buffalo. 
           1803-1830;  320 items.  No index. 
 
 
           NOTE: On the back of the Agreements payment records are often noted. 
 
 
 
 
BUF-5     Register of buyers, purchase price, acreage, location and payments made on  
Reel 15 contracts of inner and outer lots  in  the Village of New Amsterdam. 
           1804-1837;  1 volume, 244 pages.  Name index. 
 
 
 
 
 
           DEED RECORDS 
 
 
 
BUF-6     Deeds issued by the Holland Land Company to several individuals for various 

purchases on the Genesee Lands. 
           1801-1837; 19 items. 
 
 
 
 
 
           SURVEY RECORDS 
 
 
 
BUF-7     Field Notes of the new Pre-emption Line Survey by Benjamin Ellicott. 
           1792;  1 item,  15 pages,  copy.   
 
 
BUF-8     Survey notes on tracts owned by Craigie and others east of the Holland Land 

Company boundary lines. 
           No date;  1 booklet,  8 pages. 
  
 



BUF-9     Survey Report of the bounds of the territory ceded by the State of New York to the  
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, with map by Joseph Ellicott. 

           1802;  1 booklet with map, 20 pages.   
 
          

NOTE:  The map outlines the Niagara River and its mouth at Lake Erie and Lake 
Ontario.  

           1802;  18 x 35 inches,  in color. 
           
 
 
 
           MAPS 
 
 
 
BUF-10    Map of Morris' Purchase or West Geneseo in the State of New York, by Joseph and 

Benjamin Ellicott. 
           1800; 19x25 inches. Printed, color-coded. Backed with linen.       
 
 
BUF-11    Map of the Village of Buffalo or New Amsterdam in 1805 surveyed by Frank 

Williams. 
           1805;  16 x 11 inches.  Manuscript in color.     
 
 
 
 
 
           MISCELLANEOUS MATERIAL 
 
 
 
BUF-12    “Appeal to settlers on the Holland Land Company's lands in the Counties of   

Genesee, Niagara, Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany,” in the Chautauqua Gazette. 
           September 25, 1821;  1 item. 
 
 
 
BUF-13    Holland Land Company ejectments, concerning various parcels of lands on the 

Genesee Purchase. 
           1790-1821;  1 item,  20 pages. 
 
 



BUF-14    Memorandum Book of Joseph Ellicott. 
           1801-1816;  2 volumes.  No index. 
 
 
           1801-1802   254 p.  
           1804-1816   200 p. 
 
 

NOTE:  First volume contains mostly company business.  Second volume starts as 
private Day Book in 1804.  Then volume is reversed and the “Memorandum” starts 
in 1807.  Presented to the Society by David E.E. Mix. 

 
 
BUF-15    Memorandum of stages; miles between Bourough in North Carolina and Augustie 
Reel 16 in the State of  Georgia, and other notes by Joseph Ellicott. 
           1792-1794;  1 booklet,  20 pages. 
 
 
           NOTE: Donated to the Society by David E.E. Mix. 
 
 
 
BUF-16    Memorandum of stores; Accounts of goods delivered to, and sold at Fort Schlosser, 

by Aaron Oakfield. 
           1798; 1 booklet, 50 pages. 
 
 
           NOTE: Donated to the Society by David E. E. Mix. 
 
 
 
BUF-17    Meteorological observations by Joseph Ellicott. 
           1798-1803;  3 booklets. 
 
 

Booklet 1:  50 pages In the areas of Transit Store House, 1798-1799.                                 
Booklet 2:  25 pages Near the mouth of Buffalo Creek. 

                                       Lake Erie, 1798. 
           Booklet 3:  15 pages  At Batavia, Genesee County, 1803. 
 
 
           NOTE:   Donated to the Society by David E.E. Mix. 
 



BUF-18    Notes of deeds and titles of the several proprietors of the Triangular Tract in New  
York. 

           August 23, 1825;  1 item. 
 
 
 
BUF-19    “Objections” and “Objections and Answers” to Sherwood's objections regarding the 

title to the Holland Land  Company lands. 
           No date;  2 items,  30 pages,  2 copies of each. 
 
 

NOTE:   The document titled  “Objections” addresses the ownership lineage of the 
pre-emption land of New York State and Massachusetts. 

 
 
 
BUF-20    Power of Attorney between the Holland Land Company and some of its agents. 
           1821, 1827;  6 items,  20 pages. 
 
 

NOTE:  Holland Land Company to Paul Busti.  John J. Vanderkemp to Jacob S. 
Otto and to David E. Evans. 

 
 
 
BUF-21    Scrapbook of the Holland Land Company. 
           No date; 1 volume,  ca. 200 pages. No index 
 
 

NOTE:   Contains clipping, notes, and various printed pamphlets.  Included are: A 
Deduction of the Titles to Several Tracts of Lands in the State of New York,  
comprising  the Tract of the Country called the Holland Purchase;  
Refutation of the claims of John Livingston to lands in  the Western  District  of  
New York under certain Indian leases together with Opinions of Counsel, 1811; 

           Proceedings of the meeting held at Lockport 2nd and 3rd of  January 1827; 
Proceedings of the Convention of Delegates from the several counties of  the 
Holland Purchase, Buffalo, 7th and 8th of February, 1827; 

           Report on a County Convention of Delegates, Buffalo, 11th of February, 1830; 
An appeal to the people of the State of New York being a Report of the Executive  
Committee of Delegates 20th of February, 1834 at Buffalo; 
Also contains a map of Morris’ Purchase or West Geneseo in the State of New York 
by Joseph and Benjamin Ellicott, 1800, 1804, rev. 1829. 

           Donated by N.K. Hall to the Society on July 1, 1862. 
 
 
 



           HENRY GLOWACKI PAPERS 
 
 

Private collection of Henry Glowacki, attorney to Jacob LeRoy and Heman J. 
Redfield.  It was given to the Society in 1892.  

 
 
 
           CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
 
BUF-22    Letters from Joseph Ellicott to Theophile Cazenove, Paul Busti and others  
Reel 17 regarding the Grand Survey, including the Indian Reservations, boundary lines and 

survey expenses. 
           1798-1800;  1 pamphlet,  16 pages. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Bound with other printed documents. 
 
 
 
 
           LAND TRANSFER DOCUMENTS 
 
 
 
BUF-23    Numbered Documents in Portfolio 
 
 

Propositions of Jacob LeRoy and Heman J. Redfield to Henry Seymour for raising 
the purchase money of the Holland Land Company lands. 

           September 23,  1835 and October 15,  1835;  2 items,  copies. 
            Nos. 1, 2. 
 
 
 
BUF-24    Power of Attorney to Heman J. Redfield and John J. Vanderkemp regarding the 

transferring of lands between the Holland  Land Company and the new proprietors. 
           1836-1837;  3 items, copies. Nos. 3, 15 A,B.    
 
 



BUF-25    Articles of Agreement and Declaration of Trust between the Farmers' Fire  
Insurance and Loan Company and Jacob LeRoy and Heman J. Redfield,  and an 
amendment called “Alteration” of January 7, 1836 for the issue of one million 
bonds. 

           October 20, 1835 and January 7, 1836; 2 items, copies. No. 4 
 
 

NOTE:  The Farmers’ Fire Insurance and Loan Company became Farmers’ Loan 
and Trust Company in 1836. 

 
 
BUF-26    Articles of Agreement between the Holland Land Company and Jacob LeRoy and 

Heman J. Redfield regarding the purchase of land in Tracts M,O,P,Q,H,W in the 
Counties of Genesee, Erie, Orleans, and Niagara. 

           December 31, 1835;  3 items, 20 pages.  No. 5 A,B,C. 
 
 
 
BUF-27    Articles of Agreement and Declaration of Trust between Farmers' Fire Insurance 

Company and Jacob LeRoy and Heman J. Redfield on October 20, 1835. 
           1835;  1 item, copy. No. 6. 
 
 
           Note:  This document is also called “Assignment of foregoing agreement...” 
 
 
 
BUF-28    Recapitulation of schedules as annexed to contracts, and with errors corrected. 
           January 1, 1835;  2 items.  Nos. 7,8. 
 
 
 
BUF-29    Correspondence between Jacob LeRoy and Heman J. Redfield and Peter J. Van 

Hall, Resident Agent of the Holland Land Company at the Batavia Land Office. 
           1837-1838; 9 items, some are copies. Nos.9,10,11,22,23,24,25,26. 
 
 
 
BUF-30    Proposal of Jacob LeRoy and Heman J. Redfield to the Farmers’ Loan and Trust 

Company, with Supplemental Trust. 
           October 18, 1837;  
           November 9, 1837, Supplemental Trust; 2 items. Nos.12,13. 
 
 



BUF-31    Articles of Agreement, tripartite between the Holland Land Company,  Jacob  
LeRoy and Heman J. Redfield, and the Farmers' Loan and Trust Company for the 
purchase of land on Tracts M,O,P,Q,H,W on the Holland Purchase. 

           January 27, 1838; 5 items. Nos.14 A,B,C, and 3 copies of 14A. 
 
 
 
BUF-32    General Deeds, tripartite between the Holland Land Company, proprietors of the  

two million acres tracts M,O,P,Q,H,W  and Jacob LeRoy and Heman J. Redfield, 
and the Farmers' Loan and Trust Company. 

           January 27, 1838;  3 items, copies. Nos. 16 A,B,C. 
 
 
BUF-33    Accounts of Jacob LeRoy and Heman J. Redfield with the Holland Land Company, 

relating to the transfer of lands. 
           1838; 5 items. Nos. 17,18,19,20,21. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Included are:  accounts general, current, errors and sundry debtors. 
 
 
 
BUF-34    Special Deeds, tripartite between the Holland Land Company, proprietors of several  

tracts of land, M,O,P,Q,H,W, and Jacob LeRoy and Heman J. Redfield, and the 
Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company conveying all the remaining parts of lands in  
the Counties of Genesee, Orleans, Erie, and Niagara in New York State. 

           October 10, 1838;  9 items with maps, 60 pages, folio.  
             Nos. 28,30,31,34,35,36,37,38,39. 
 
 
 
BUF-35    Assignment of Mortgages, tripartite between the Holland Land Company,   

proprietors of the two million acres Tracts M,O,P,Q,H,W and Jacob LeRoy and  
Heman Redfield, and the Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company for all the remaining  
parts of lands in the Counties of Genesee, Orleans, Erie and Niagara in New York 
State. 

           October 10,  1838;   9 items,  ca. 50  pages,   folio.    
           Nos. 29,32,33,40,41,42,43,44,45. 
 
 
 



Miscellaneous Land Transfer Documents       
 
 
 
BUF-36    Articles of Agreement and Declaration of Trust on October 20, 1835 between the  

Farmers’ Fire Insurance and Loan Company, N.Y., and Jacob LeRoy and Heman J.  
Redfield in Genesee County, for loan to purchase land from The Holland Land          
Company in the Counties of Erie, Genesee, Orleans and Niagara, as agreed with the 
Company on December 31, 1835. 

           1835;  1 item,  15 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-37    Articles of Agreement between the Holland Land Company and Jacob LeRoy and 

Heman J. Redfield regarding the payment of the two million acres purchase in 
Tracts M,O,P,Q. 

           January 27, 1838; 1 item. 
 
 
 
BUF-38    Articles of Agreement between the Holland Land Company and Jacob LeRoy and  

Heman J. Redfield regarding the purchase of land in Tracts M,O,P,Q,H,W, in the 
Counties of Genesee, Erie, Orleans and Niagara. 

           October 20, 1835, and January 27, 1836; 3 items, 20 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-39    Articles of Agreement:  Memorandum and Schedule relating to the  two million  

acres in Tracts M,O,P,Q in the Counties of Genesee, Erie, Orleans and Niagara, as 
assigned to the Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company. 

           January 9, 1836; 1 item, with 150 pages supplement 
 
 

Note:  Supplemented with a schedule of settlers’ names and their land holdings with 
outstanding payments. 

           
 
 
BUF-40    Exemplification of deed between the Holland Land Company and James Mc Evers,  

dated March 26,  1801. 
           1846;  1 item.  
 
 



BUF-41    “Explanation of errors in the schedules of settlement for the purchase of lands for  
the Holland Land Company. 

           September 1, 1842; 1 item.  
 
 
 
BUF-42    Miscellaneous land transfer documents. 
           1835-1842;  4 items, 40 pages,  copies. 
 
 
           Note:   Included  are:  Copy of release execution by Le Roy, Redfield  and the   

Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company; J.C. Spencer’s opinion of the power of the 
Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company; 1838 deed between the Holland Land Company 
and the Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company for Tract W.  Contract of settlement 
between Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company and LeRoy and Redfield.   

 
 
 
BUF-43    Statement of discrepancies of land contracts noted in Niagara and Orleans Counties 

according to the Land Office in Batavia. 
           June 21, 1847; 1 item, copy. 
 
 
 
           LAND SALES RECORDS 
 
 
 
BUF-44    Miscellaneous Articles of Agreement for lands on the Holland Purchase. 
           1821-1857; 3 items. 
 
 
 
BUF-45    Miscellaneous land contract documents between Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company  
Reel 18 and Henry Walbridge and Washington Hunt. 
           1837-1842; 7 items, ca. 50 pages. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Included are Articles of Agreement, Deeds of Trust and Deeds. 
 
 



           FINANCIAL RECORDS 
 
 
 
BUF-46    Accounts of Jacob LeRoy and Heman J. Redfield with the Farmers’ Loan and Trust  

Company. 
           1835-1845;  2 folders, Nos. 47 & 48,  ca. 50 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-47    Indenture between the Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company and Jacob LeRoy and  

Heman J. Redfield regarding the assignment of trust. 
           September 16, 1842; 1 item with supplement, ca. 100 pages. 
 
 

NOTE:  Supplemented with a list of settlers with principal and interest due on 
Bonds and Mortgages.  The list is in order by county and by Articles of Agreement  
noting acreage and location of contracted lands. 

 
 
 
          MAPS 
 
 
 
BUF-48    Survey map of the Village of “Tonnewanda” Falls by Elisha Johnson and Jerome  

Corey. 
           1843;  24 x 40 inches. 
 
 
BUF-49    Maps of the Ebenezer Lands purchased from the Buffalo Creek Indians in the  

County of Erie, New York. 
           1856;  2 items, 30 x 40 inches; 18 x 15 inches. 
 
 
 
 
           MISCELLANEOUS MATERIAL 
 
 
 
BUF-50    Acts and Resolutions passed at the First Session of the Twenty-sixth Congress of  

the United States with an appendix containing all public treaties made and ratified 
subsequent to the publication on the laws of the preceding session. 

           1840;  Washington: S.D. Langtree. 1 volume, 150 pages. 
 



 
 
BUF-51    Acts and Resolutions of the 27th Congress. 
           1842;  Washington, D.C., 1 volume, 270 pages.  
 
 

NOTE:  Containing all public treaties made and ratified subsequently to the 
publication of the laws of the preceding session and all proclamations by the 
President, promulgated within the same period, that affect any law or treaty of the          
United States. 

 
 
 
BUF-52    An address to the landholders and inhabitants of the Holland Purchase, on the  
Reel 19 subject of the Holland Land Company’s Title, and remonstrating against the  

proceedings of a County Convention, held in Buffalo on February 11, 1830. 
           Day, Follett and Haskins, Buffalo, 1830;1 pamphlet, 16 pages. 
 
          NOTE:  Bound with other printed documents. 
 
 
 
BUF-53    An appeal to the people of the State of New York, being a report of the Executive   

Committee of a Convention of Delegates from the several counties within the  
Holland Purchase, held at Buffalo. 

           Chas Faxon, Buffalo, 1834; 1 pamphlet, 42 pages. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Bound with other printed documents. 
 
 
 
 
BUF-54    An authenticated copy of the evidence on file in the Office of the Secretary of State  

at Albany in  reference to the deaths of Nicholas Van Staphorst and others, trustees 
of the Holland Land Company. 

           1846;  1 booklet, ca. 75 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-55    Briefs: illustrating the titles of the Holland Land Company. 
           1821; 1 booklet with map, 50 pages. 
 
 

NOTE:  In back of booklet:  Lay’s map of the Holland Purchase, ca. 1795;  20 x 17 
inches, color-coded. 



BUF-56    Catalogue of maps and surveys in the Offices of the Secretary of State, state  
engineers and surveyors and comptroller and the New York State Library. 
Albany, Charles Van Bentheuysen, 1859; 1 volume, 375 pages.  Table of contents 
and index. 

 
 
 
BUF-57    Certified Deeds of various land transfers, powers of attorney and other documents 

pertaining to the ownership of Holland Land Company Lands. 
           1797-1849; 1 volume, 130 pages,  copies. 
 
 
           NOTE:   Includes map on page 34:  Map of Morris’ Purchase or West Geneseo in  

the State of New York, by Benjamin and Joseph Ellicott, 1800,1804.  Color-coded,  
with demarcation of the Indian Reservations. 

 
 
BUF-58    A deduction of the titles of several tracts of land in the State of New York,   

composing the tract called the Holland Purchase. 
           No date; S. Gould, New York. 1 pamphlet, 30 pages. 
 
         NOTE:  Bound with other printed documents. 
 
 
 
BUF-59    Law cases and briefs, filed by J.L. Brown and H.I. Glowacki: attorneys and  
Reel 19-20 counsels of the Counties of Genesee and Erie in New York at the Supreme Courts. 
           1851-1858; 2 volumes,  ca. 750 pages, No index. 
 
 

NOTE:  The volumes contain famous historical cases some of which pertain to 
earlier Holland Land Company lands, to the Farmers’ Loan & Trust Company and 
Indian land claims. 

 
 
 
BUF-60    A letter to the Honorable Brockholst Livingston, Esq., one of the Justices of the 
Reel 20   Supreme Court of the United States on the Lake Canal Policy of the State of New  

York by Robert Troup; with supplements and additional documents. 
           1822;  Packard & Van Benthuysen. 1 volume, 50 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-61    A list of lots and parts of lots supposed to be non-resident land in the Town of  
Reel 20 Eden, New York. 
           May 23, 1844; 1 item.  



BUF-62    Memorial of John Jacob Vanderkemp, agent of the Holland Land Company, and  
Reel 19 Willhem and Jan Willink of Amsterdam, and Joseph Fellows, agent of the Pulteney 

Estate to the Senate and Assembly of the State of New York. 
           March 9, 1833; 1 pamphlet, 27 pages. 
 
 
           NOTE:   Assembly  Report  #235.   Bound with other printed documents. 
 
 
 
BUF-63    New York State Assembly Minority of the Select Committee on the Petition of  
Reel 19 Inhabitants residing on the Holland Purchase. 
           April 10, 1837; 1 pamphlet, 30 pages. 
 
 
           NOTE:   Assembly Report  #282.   Bound with other printed documents. 
 
 
 
BUF-64    Opinion of the Vice Chancellor in Chancery, 8 Circuit Court, Charles Carroll versus  
Reel 20 The Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company.  Motion to dissolve injunction. 
           August 17, 1844; 1 item, copy, 10 pages. 
 
 
BUF-65    Power of Attorney between various agents of the Holland Land Company, Farmers’  
Reel 20 Loan and Trust Company and those who purchased parts of the land on the Holland 

Purchase. 
           1831-1851; 6 items. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Names include: John J. Vanderkemp, David E. Evans, Jacob LeRoy,  

Heman J. Redfield, Joseph Fellows and others. 
 
 
 
BUF-66    Proofs of death of members of the Holland Land Company. 
           1815-1829; 1 volume, 52 pages,  manuscript, Name index. 
 
 
           NOTE: Compiled by Henry Glowacki in 1844 with his personal notes. 
 
 



BUF-67    Report of the Majority of the Select Committee on the Petition of Inhabitants  
Reel 19 residing on the Holland Purchase. 
           March 7, 1837; 1 pamphlet, 34 pages. 
 
 
           NOTE:   Assembly Report  #224.  Bound with other printed documents. 
 
 
 
BUF-68    Supreme Court of the United States:   On appeal Thomas Fitzsimmons,  Joseph  
Reel 19 Higbee, Robert Morris and others versus Thomas L. Ogden and others. 
           Abstract of pleadings, proofs and orders made in this cause in the Circuit Court. 
           1808; S. Gould, New York, 247 pages. Index. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Bound with other printed documents. 
 
 
 
BUF-69    Title Papers of the Holland Land Company. 
Reel 21   1794-1829; 1 volume, ca. 300 pages, subject index, maps. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Maps included: 
                          Page  169:  Map of Morris’ Purchase or West Geneseo in the State of  

New York by Joseph and Benjamin Ellicott.  1800, 1804. 
                          Page  179:  Morris’s  Purchase..  showing the 800,000  acre tract,   

1,000,000 acre tract,  Willink’s tracts and other private lands adjacent to the  
Holland Purchase.        

Page  225:  Map of lands in the County of Ontario belonging to the 
Holland Land Company and others in the State of New York by Joseph Mangin.  
No date. 

           At the end of volume: 
           Map. No. 1:  Lay’s map of the Holland Purchase, 
           Maps No. 2 & 3:  Morris’s Purchase or West Geneseo 1800, 1804. 
 
 
 
 
 
                     NEW YORK/MASSACHUSETTS PRE-EMPTION RELATED DOCUMENTS 
 
 
 
BUF-70    Abstract of deeds issued by the Massachusetts Legislature to Robert Morris. 
           1843; 2 items. 



 
 
 
BUF-71    Abstract of titles to the pre-emption land between New York and Massachusetts, 

between the years of 1786-1815. 
           1815?; 1 item. 
 
 
 
BUF-72    Abstracts of Plaintiffs’ title: a list of titles to the lands of the Holland Land   

Company between 1786 and 1803 in reference to a suit of ejectment. 
           1803; 1 item, copy. 
           
 
 
BUF-73    Certified copy of the material agreement and act of cession between the State of  

New York and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
           1851;  1 item,  8 pages,  printed. 
 
 
 
BUF-74    Committee Report of the Massachusetts Legislature on the purchase of land by  

Robert Morris, with the Exemplification of Deeds and Bonds received. 
           June 14, 1791; 1 item, 40 pages, copy. 
 
 
 
BUF-75    Contract from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts confirming the transfer of a 

certain tract of land to Nathaniel Gorham and Oliver Phelps. 
           1788; 1 item, 3 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-76    Exemplification of a Convention between New York and Massachusetts regarding  

the pre-emption rights. 
           December 16, 1786. 1 item, 10 pages, copy. 
 
 
 
BUF-77    Exemplification of the records of Massachusetts relative to the land purchased by  

Robert Morris. 
           1834; 2 items, 45 pages, copies. 
 



BUF-78    Journal of the Congress of the United States in reference to the pre-emption rights  
between Massachusetts and New York, October 8, 1787. Extracts. 

           1834; 1 item, 12 pages, copy. 
 
 
 
BUF-79    Report on the ownership of the land pre-empted to the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts, and under the jurisdiction of New York State. 
           July 9, 1834; 1 item, 16 pages. 
 
 
     
 
         
          INDIAN AFFAIRS 
 
 
 
BUF-80    Abstract of treaties and other documents. 
           1794-1846; 1 item, 2 copies. 
 
 
 
BUF-81    Abstract of Title to the Indian Reservation of Tonawanda. 
           No date; 1 item, 10 pages, copy. 
 
 
 
BUF-82    Acknowledgement by the Seneca Indians for moneys received from the United  

States for the improvement of their lands, according to the Treaty of August 26, 
1842. 

           No date; 1 item, 16 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-83    Agreement on distributing $30,000 improvement funds awarded to the Tonawanda  

Indians. 
           1857; 1 item. 
 
 
           NOTE: Henry Glowacki acted as distributor of funds. 
 
 



BUF-84    The Award and Report of Horace Gay and Ira Cook, arbitrators under the Treaty  
between Thomas L. Ogden and Joseph Fellows and the Seneca Nation of Indians on  
May 20, 1842. 

           1848; 1 item, 60 pages. 
 
 
 
 
BUF-85    Confirmation by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts of the land purchase made  

by Robert Troup, Thomas L. Ogden and B.W. Rogers from the Seneca Indians. 
           August 31, 1826; 1 item. 
 
 
 
BUF-86    Contract of sale for lots sold on the Buffalo Creek Reservation by Thomas L.  

Ogden and Joseph Fellows, Trustees. 
           1844, 1 item. Blank form. 
 
 
  
BUF-87    Correspondence regarding the process of arbitration of the Treaty of May 20, 1842  

between Thomas L. Ogden and Joseph Fellows and the Seneca Nation of Indians  
for the purchase of several tracts of land, and other matters regarding Indian          
Affairs. 

           1842-1860; 21 items, 70 pages,  mostly copies. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Correspondents include:  The U.S. War Department, Office of  Indian  

Affairs and Thomas Love, Stephen Osborne, Joseph Fellows, Horace Gay, John 
Young, Henry Glowacki, A. B. Greenwood, T. Hartley Crawford, George 
Manypenny and others. 

 
 
 
BUF-88    Exemplification of a Treaty between the United States and the Seneca Nation of  

Indians, held at Geneseo, Ontario County, N.Y.  September 15, 1797, adjusting the  
compensation of the Indians for the extinguishment of their claims against Robert   
Morris for the pre-emption right to lands. 

           1797;  1 item, 16 pages, copy. 
 
 
 
BUF-89    Exemplification of a Treaty held in Albany on August 20, 1802 between the State 

of  New York and the Seneca Nation of Indians. 
           1802; 1 item, 6 pages, copy. 
 



 
 
BUF-90    Exemplification of a Treaty held in Buffalo between the State of New York and the  

Seneca Nation of Indians on September 12, 1815. 
           1815; 1 item,  4 pages, copy. 
 
 
 
BUF-91    Exemplification of certifications and letters of instructions from the U.S. War  

Department, Office of Indian Affairs for the appraisal of improvements, and related  
problems on the lands sold by the Seneca Nation of Indians to Thomas Ogden    
and Joseph Fellows.   

           1843-1844; 4 items,  ca. 20 pages,  copies. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Includes certifications of sums submitted by Ogden and Fellows as   

payments for improvements on the lands on the Indian Reservations. 
 
 
 
BUF-92    Exemplification of several arrangements made with the Seneca Nation of Indians on 

the Holland Purchase. 
           1843-1844; 1 item,  20 pages,  copy. 
 
 
 
BUF-93    Exemplification of the original Treaty with the Seneca Nation of Indians and New  

York State on March 6, 1830, as certified by James Buchanan on February 9, 1846. 
           1830, 1846;  2 items,  10 pages. 
 
 
BUF-94   “Indian Cases” argued at the Supreme Court of the State of New York:  Court cases  

between and against white land holders who purchased  parts of land, situated on  
the Tonawanda and Buffalo Creek Indian Reservations, portions of which were    
sold to white land developers by the Seneca Nation of Indians. 

           1854-1856; 1 volume, 13 cases,  ca.300 pages.  No index.    
 
          NOTE:  Cases represented by Joshua Brown and Henry Glowacki, counselors of  

law. 
 
 
 
BUF-95    List of treaties and other documents between 1794 and 1846.  

No date;  1 item,  2 copies. 
 
 



 
BUF-96    Original Treaty between Thomas Ludlow Ogden, Joseph Fellows and the Seneca  

Nation of Indians regarding the purchase of several tracts of land on the 
reservations on May  20, 1842 and certification of it by James Buchanan on 
February 9, 1846. 

           1842, 1846;  2 items,  12 pages. 
 
 
           Note:   The tracts of land in question were situated as follows: 
                     12,800 acres,  Tonawanda Reservation 
                     30,469 acres,  Alleghany Reservation 
                     21,680 acres,  Cattaraugus Reservation 
                     49,020 acres,  Buffalo Creek Reservation 
           Total of 113,969 acres, purchased for $102,000. 
 
 
 
BUF-97    Refutation of the Claim of John Livingston, Esq., to the lands in the Western district  

of the State of New York, under certain Indian Leases, together with the Opinions  
and Counsel thereon. 

           1811;  1 pamphlet,  40 pages. 
 
 
           Note:  Bound with other printed documents. 
 
 
    
BUF-98    Ratification by Massachusetts of the Treaty of the 20th of May, 1842 between the  

Seneca Nation of Indians and Thomas L. Ogden and Joseph Fellows. 
           October 24, 1842;  1 item, 15 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-99    Report  to the Department of the Interior, Office of Indian Affairs by the Indians on  

the Tonawanda Reservation for damages sustained. 
           April 28, 1860;  1 item,  copy. 
 
 
 
BUF-100   Trespasses on Indian Lands: A report on a meeting held in the Land Office in   

Albany regarding timber cutting on the Tonawanda Reservation. 
           March 24, 1849; 1 item 



           CHARLES. W. EVANS COLLECTION 
 
 

          CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
 
BUF-101   Correspondence mostly between Joseph Ellicott and several Holland Land  
Reel 22 Company Agents and business associates. 
           1798-1829;   250 items,   about 800 pages.   Some are copies. 
           No index.  Separate index in some individual folders. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Correspondents include: Theophile Cazenove, Paul Busti, William  

Peacock, David E. Evans, the Firm of LeRoy, Bayard and McEvers,  Peter B.  
Porter, Samuel Dewitt, Joseph Fellows, William Wadsworth, Dewitt Clinton,  
Aaron Burr, Peter Church and others. 

           Included are occasional copies of reports and agreements. 
           Some letters are dated after the death of Joseph Ellicott. 
 
 
 
BUF-102   Miscellaneous notes about incidents on the Holland Purchase. 
           No date; 4 items,  12 pages. 
 
 
 
 
 
           LAND SALES RECORDS 
 
 
 
BUF-103   Articles of Agreement, for land sold mostly to Holland Land Company employees. 
           1795-1821; 9 items. 
 
 
           NOTE:   Included are land contracts of Joseph Ellicott, Ebenezer Mix, Benjamin  

Evans, and David Goodwin. 
 
 
 
BUF-104   List of original land sales of lots in Buffalo Village by the Holland Land Company. 
           1804-1828; 1 item, 10 pages. 
 
 



BUF-105   Miscellaneous Articles of Agreement and deeds between various individuals for  
lands on the Holland Purchase. 

           1793-1833; 7 items. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Includes a deed between David E. Evans and Joseph Ellicott for land in  

Township 14, Range 6.  Dated April 15, 1811. 
 
 
 
 
 
           SURVEY RECORDS 
 
 
 
BUF-106   Field Notes of magnetic courses and observation of distances taken during the  

Grand Survey by Joseph Ellicott. 
           1800?; 1 folder, 75 pages.  
 
 
 
BUF-107   Report on the boundary lines of several tracts purchased by the Holland Land  

Company in the State of New York with the exception of the Indian Reservation. 
           1800?; 1 item, 14 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-108   Statement of moneys received in making the survey of the lands West of the  

Genesee on the Massachusetts Pre-emption line during the seasons of 1798, and   
other lists of expenditures by Joseph Ellicott. 

          1798-1800?; 1 item, 42 pages. Original manuscript.        
  
 
 
 
  
           MAPS 
 
 
 
BUF-109   Map of Morris’ Purchase or West Geneseo in the State of New York by Joseph and  

Benjamin Ellicott. 
           1800, 1804, rev. 1829; 19 x 25 inches, color-coded. 
 
 



           MISCELLANEOUS MATERIAL 
 
 
 
BUF-110   Articles of Agreement between the Holland Land Company and Joseph Ellicott for  
Reel 23 his appointment as Resident Agent on the Genesee Lands. 
           November 1, 1800; 1 item, 6 pages and 2 maps. 
 
 
 
BUF-111   Courts of General Sessions of the Peace, Genesee County; extracts from the  

minutes. 
           1803-1807; 1 item, 16 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-112   Broadsides. 
           1819-1824; 8 items.  
 
 
           NOTE:  Included are:  Communication by Paul Busti to the New York Senate, Feb  

25, 1820 and April 24, 1821; 
           Public notice about delinquent land holdings; Notice to delinquent settlers. 
 
 
 
BUF-113   Deduction of the titles to the several tracts of land in the State of New York  

composing the tract of country called the Holland Land Purchase. 
           No date; New York: S. Gould. 1 pamphlet, 30 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-114   Incidents relating to the Holland Land Company. Paper read by David E.E. Mix of  

Batavia on April 11, 1871. 
           1871; 1 item, 12 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-115   Indian notes; transactions of goods purchased. 
           1804-1807; 5 items. 
 
 
 
BUF-116   Journal of Joseph Ellicott Sr. on his journey to England between December 18,  

1766 and September 21, 1767. 
           1766-1767; 1 item,  22 pages.  Typescript copy. 



BUF-117   Land titles to all lands lying West of the Phelps and  Gorham Purchase granted by  
New York to Massachusetts by Deed of Cession then to Robert Morris and wife and  
to the Holland Land Company. 

           March 26, 1801; 1 item. 
 
 
 
BUF-118   Listing of the tracts of land owned by the Holland Land Company, related  

correspondence and other documents. 
           1798; 1 booklet, 50 pages. 
 
 
  
BUF-119   Memorial  of  John  J. VanderKemp and Robert Troup to the honorable Senate and  

Assembly of the State of New York.  
           March 19, 1831;  1 item, 8 pages, printed, 3 copies. 
 
 
           Note:  Assembly Report #235. 
 
 
 
BUF-120   Miscellaneous clippings. 
           1821, 1826; 3 items. 
 
 
           Note:   Included are:  Agricultural Society list of Premiums, Holland  Land   

Company memorial and death notice of Joseph Ellicott.      
 
 
 
BUF-121   Miscellaneous deeds and patents, not related to the Holland Land Company. 
  1701-1778;  12 items. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Included are some British deeds, deeds between certain individuals, and  

four deeds to Indian land on Long Island. 
 
 
 
BUF-122   Miscellaneous Documents not related to the Holland Land Company. 
           1718-1878;  13 items. 
 
 
           NOTE:   Included are:  fire engine patent, a will, documents relating to safe passage  

of boats, felony charges in Oxford, England and others. 



BUF-123   Mortgage from Robert Morris to Nathaniel Gorham and Oliver Phelps. 
           November 18, 1790; 1 item. 
 
 
 
BUF-124   Proceedings of the Board of Supervisors, Genesee County. 
           1803-1807; 1 item, 40 pages. 
 
 
 
BUF-125   Substance of a speech at the Council held at the Buffalo Creek Reservation by  

Joseph Ellicott. 
           June 28, 1798; 1 item, 22 pages. 
 
 
           NOTE:  Entitled “Brothers of the Seneca Nation.” 
           Included are copies of some letters. 
 
 
 
BUF-126   Transcript of the original records of the Town of Batavia, and the laws of the State  

of New York regarding the organization of the County of Genesee and the Town of  
Batavia and subdividing the Town into four towns. 

           1803-1804; 1 volume,  50 pages. No index. 
 
 
 
BUF-127   Treaty between the United States and the Tonawanda Tribe of Seneca Indians on  

November 5, 1857. 
           1857; 1 item, 9 pages. 
 
 
BUF-128   Uittreksel; extracts of burial certificates for various members of the Holland Land  

Company. 
           1844; 10 items.  
    
 
           NOTE:  Supplemented with an Abstract of English translation. 



 
HOLLAND LAND COMPANY RELATED MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS 

 
 
             
BUF-129    Book of maps of land deeded by the Holland Land Company by David E. Evans,  
Reel 24 Attorney,  to Thomas B. Love, Stephen Osborn and Benjamin Maltby. 
            1834; 1 volume, 52 pages. 
 
            BECHS No.  A 64-511 
 
 
BUF-130    Book of Notes and Observations made on a line of level from the Transit Line south  

of the Tonawanda Swamp to the headwaters of Black Creek, August and September  
1816 by William Peacock, Engineer and Surveyor. 

 
            1816; 16 pages.  Manuscript, illustrated. 
 
            BECHS No. A 68-192 
 
            NOTE:   Part of Peacock’s survey of the proposed southern route of the Erie Canal. 
 
 
BUF-131    Documents relating to the Ellicott, Evans and Peacock families.   
 
            1818-1885; 15 items; 54 pages. 
 
            BECHS No. A 76-10 
 

NOTE:  Contains correspondence between Joseph Ellicott and Lewis E. Evans, 
William Peacock and Oliver G. Adams, David E. Evans and Letitia  Evans among 
others.  There are Articles of Agreements and deeds for lands owned by the Ellicott, 
Evans and Peacock  families.  Also included:  description of a clock made by 
Joseph Ellicott  Sr. in 1770;  Masonic Lodge resolution relating to William 
Peacock's death, 1879; list of stocks owned by Benjamin Ellicott; and description of 
the original tracts on the Holland Purchase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



BUF-132   Erie County Papers, 1808-1919 
 
            Holland Land Company Material,  
            1810-1849 
            49 items, 245 pages.  Has itemized list. 
 
            BECHS No.  C 00-1 Box 8, folder 2 
 
           NOTE:   Contains affidavits and narratives of court appearances for cases of Joseph  

Ellicott versus various settlers.   Also included:  Petition and Notice of Letitia Evans  
to Ann Evans,...1828; and Petition and Judgment of the Joseph Ellicott lands by 
David E. Evans and others, 1830. 

 
 
BUF-133    Exemplified copy of the partition suit of David E. Evans and  others versus  

Andrew A. Ellicott and others for the partition of the Real Estate of Joseph Ellicott. 
 
            1830; 1 volume, 204 pages. 
 
            BECHS No.  24B-E92 
 
            NOTE:  Petition for the division of Joseph Ellicott’s estate between his 87 residuary  

devisees, being the children and grandchildren of his brother Andrew; and the  
children of his sisters, Ann, Letitia and Rachel Evans.  Also included:  70 pages  
description of lands to be partitioned and Joseph Ellicott’s last will and testament. 

 
 
BUF-134    Ira A. Blossom Papers 
 
            1825-1857; 31 items, 85 pages.  Has itemized list. 
 
            BECHS No.  A 00-65, Box 4 
 
            NOTE:  This collection contains letters from Ira A. Blossom, Holland Land   

Company  land agent in the Buffalo Land Office, to Harm Jan Huidekoper,  agent  
in the Meadville Land Office.   Several letters mention company related events,  
such as the riot at the Mayville Land  Office on February 6, 1836.  Other letters are  
concerned with personalities, such as Millard Fillmore, Benjamin Rathbun and  
Daniel Webster.   Among contemporary events mentioned, the enlargement of the 
Erie Canal stands out. 

 



BUF-135    Joseph Ellicott Collection 
 
            1798-1838; 13 items, 27 pages 
 
            BECHS No.  A 00-178 
 
            NOTE:  Contains correspondence between Joseph and Benjamin Ellicott,  
           Joseph Ellicott, Rachel Loomis and Louis Le Couteulx.  Also included are some  

deeds between 1834-42, a list of taxes due for land owned by “members of the 
Society”, and a typescript of Joseph Ellicott, Sr.  “Journal to England from  
December 18, 1766 to September 21, 1767”. 

 
            Collection given to BECHS by Walter Evans Devereux in March 1942. 
 
 
BUF-136    Peter Porter Papers, 1810-1939 
 
            Holland Land Company Material 
 
            1798-1840; 36 items, 100 pages.  Has itemized list. 
 
           BECHS No.  C 80-1 
                       Holland Land Company folder, items H1-H36 
                       On Reel 8 
 
            NOTE:   Folder H contains correspondence between Peter and Augustus Porter and  

William Bayard, David E. Evans, Thomas Ogden, Jacob S. Otto, Richard M.  
Stoddard, John J. Vanderkemp, among others. 

 
            Also included, Memorial to “The Settlers of the Holland Purchase about the  

October 10, 1827 Agrarian Convention”; Augustus Porter’s oath as surveyor, 1798; 
and other documents. 

 
            For related material elsewhere in the Collection, consult the 
  
            GUIDE TO THE MICROFILM EDITION OF THE PETER B. PORTER PAPERS 
            Lester W. Smith, Project Director 
            Arthur C. Detmers, Jr., Editor 
            Buffalo:  Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society, 1968 
 

THIS COLLECTION WAS NOT FILMED BY THE HOLLAND LAND 
COMPANY MANUSCRIPT PRESERVATION PROJECT.  IT WAS FILMED BY 
THE SOCIETY. 

 



BUF-137    Trumbull Cary Papers 
            1804-1858; 323 items, 700 pages.  Has itemized lists. 
 
            BECHS No.  A 00-681, Box 40 
 
            NOTE:  This collection is part of the extensive Cary Family Papers.  The material is  

contained in ten topical, but unnumbered  folders.  Within each folder the 
enumerated items are arranged in chronological order.  Each folder has an inventory 
which is filmed at the beginning of the listed items. 
The Holland Land Company folder is the most significant because it contains a 
number of letters that were written during the turbulent years of 1835 and 1836.  
Other folders also contain some Company related documents. 

 
            Folder 1: 
                 Holland Land Company 
                 1804-1858; 101 items, 239 pages. 
            Folder 2: 
                 Early Post Office Years in W.N.Y. 
                 1807-1824; 19 items, 50 pages         
            Folder 3: 
                 War of 1812 - U. S. Store Keeper 
                 1813-1818; 74 items, 158 pages 
                 NOTE:  Items 4-8, 12, 15, 18, 27, 28, 30-33, 35, 36, 40-43, 46, 49-57 ARE  

NOT FILMED.  Only example filmed. 
Folder 4: 

                 War of 1812 - Pensions 
                 1816-1825; 12 items, 16 pages 
Reel 25    Folder 5: 
                Buffalo, early; Buffalo - Black Rock 
                 1819-1834; 32 items, 34 pages 
            Folder 6: 
                 Episcopal Church - Early W.N.Y. 
                 1821-1833; 5 items, 7 pages 

Folder 7: 
                 Banks, early 
                 1822-1833; 17 items, 31 pages 
           Folder 8: 
                 Railroads 
                 1834-1855; 23 items, 55 pages 
                 NOTE:  Items 4-12 ARE NOT FILMED.  Only example filmed. 
            Folder 9: 
                 Eagle Tavern, Batavia, NY 
                 1835-1849; 15 items, 29 pages 
            Folder 10: 
                 Miscellaneous Material 
                 1821-1839; 25 items, 71 pages 



 
            Settling of the estate of Alfred Cary by Trumbull Cary, executor 
            1859-1860; 1 volume, 40 pages 
 

*NOT  FILMED* 
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