Advocacy letter
Dear 

We, the executive board of the SUNY Fredonia University Senate, urge you to vote NO on the proposed Deficit Reduction Plan (DRP) with regard to redirection of tuition revenues. We ask you to specifically oppose the projected 90% misappropriation of tuition revenue in the 2008-2009 budget, and 80% in the 2009-2010 budget.
In a time of economic crisis like this, New York State residents are seeking greater opportunities to become competitive in the job market. Diminishing SUNY is not the right choice in this climate. SUNY has received $210 million in reductions in the 2008-2009 fiscal year. While the need to reduce the state deficit is clear, the method chosen should be one that instills confidence in the future and hope for a better situation in the long run.

The SUNY Board of Trustees has already raised tuition for the Spring 2009 semester. SUNY students expect that their tuition dollars will provide them with a solid educational program. Raising their tuition and having the state take 90% of it to fund other state agencies is unfair and unwise. Such a move strikes us as being particularly irrational in light of the need to move to a rational tuition policy. 
The Fredonia campus is anticipating losing 30 positions, which will affect graduation rates and our ability to offer courses and maintain existing programs. This also impacts our ability to serve in the State University’s role as a driver of economic development and provider of cutting-edge research. 
We note that according to a Siena New York Poll, December 17th,  2008, “Two thirds of voters oppose—including more than half who strongly oppose—using an increase in SUNY and CUNY tuition to help balance the budget, rather than improve higher education.” 

Students are among those least able to afford large increases in costs; therefore, we strongly urge you to oppose this disheartening effort to use SUNY’s students as an ATM for the state.

Respectfully,

Ana Maria Klein, Senate Chair

Bruce Simon, Senate Vice Chair

Charles Davis, Governance Officer

Vincent Courtney, Senate Secretary

Cheryl Drout, SUNY University Faculty Senator 

