SUNY Fredonia
Program Proposal Form
Approved by Senate AAC and VPAA Council September, 2008

1. (a) Program Title: M.M in Music Theory

(b) Department Making Proposal: School of Music

(c) Chair/Director: Karl Boelter

(d) Office Number/Building: 1138 Mason 

(e) Telephone: 3151

(f) E-mail: boelter@fredonia.edu

2. Check which applies (double-click a box to check or uncheck it):
x Major Program
 Minor Program 
 Concentration

Check which applies:
x Proposed New Program
 Proposed Change to an Existing Program

Does this proposal impact the Professional Education Unit? No

3. If changes are being proposed to an existing program, briefly provide an overview of the proposed changes.

The existing program is a M.M. in Theory-Composition.  Following the guidance of Academic Affairs, we have prepared proposals for two new programs, after which the existing combined degree can be deleted.  

4. If this is a proposed change to an existing program, provide the current catalog listing (or, at least, show those parts of the current listing that are being revised).

N/A

5. Provide a complete (new or revised) catalog listing for the program requirements, following the format used in the current university catalog.

PROPOSED MASTER OF MUSIC IN THEORY

I.  Core Requirements 

Theory majors must take each of the following three core requirements (6 credits total):
MUS 521 Music Bibliography (graduate core curriculum)



3

MUS 624 Analytic Techniques (graduate core curriculum)



3

II. Required Theory Courses 

Theory majors must take each of the following theory courses (12 credits total):
MUS 503 Counterpoint







3

MUS 650 Pedagogy of Theory






3

MUS 652 Schenkerian Analysis






3

MUS 653 Post-Tonal Analysis






3

III. Music History Requirements

Theory majors are required to take a total of three classes (9 credits) from the following menu:

MUS 542 Renaissance







3

MUS 543 Baroque Period







3

MUS 544 Classical Period







3

MUS 545 Romantic Period







3

MUS 546 Modern Period







3

IV. Final Requirements 

During their final semester, theory majors will complete the following projects: 

MUS 695 Thesis (theory project)






3

Final Comprehensive Oral Examination





0

SUMMARY

Required theory courses







12 

Required non-theory courses







  9 

Music History









  9

Final requirements








  3

TOTAL CREDITS








30

6. Please provide a rationale for the proposal, including a discussion of resource implications.  If appropriate, indicate how the proposed new program or program change resulted from program assessment.

Separating the combined Theory-composition degree to create an autonomous Master’s of Music will allow us to more adequately address the specific needs of theory students, many of whom will likely apply to highly specialized doctoral programs after attaining the master’s degree here. Specifically, it will create space for several newly required courses including Schenkerian Analysis and Post-Tonal analysis—courses that will provide a solid foundation for further graduate-level theory and analysis. These proposed changes are viable given our present resources.  

7. If a new program is being proposed, please provide a plan for program assessment.  This should include, in particular, a plan for the assessment of student learning that follows the format of existing plans on file with the Office of Campus Assessment.

The course requirements for the Master of Music in Theory will offer many opportunities for the assessment of student learning through exams, papers, assignments and other traditional evaluative tools that are particular to each course.  In addition to these kinds periodic assessments, during the final semester of study, each student will be required to complete a Master’s thesis on a topic that is approved by the acting chair of the theory division. This capstone project, which is evaluated by a graduate committee, will give each student the opportunity to apply the various concepts learned in required courses to the thorough exploration of a single theoretical or analytical topic.  The capstone thesis project is listed at the bottom of the table in question 5 under the heading of “Final Requirements.”  In addition to this final project, students are also required to pass the final Comprehensive Oral Exam during their final semester.

8. Please list any new courses or changes to existing courses related to this proposal.  Remember to submit course proposal forms for these.

MUS 652
MUS 653
9. If this is a proposed new degree program: 
(a) If an undergraduate program, complete and attach the SUNY Program Announcement (Appendix A) form.
(b) If a graduate program, complete and attach a draft Letter of Intent.  

10. Chair’s Approval: I hereby approve this proposal and attest that all affected departments have been informed, and (if this is a proposal for a new program) that the Registrar has approved the proposed program title.

x Name: Karl Boelter 
Date: December 16, 2008

11. Dean’s Approval: I hereby approve of this proposal.  In so doing, I acknowledge that any resource implications of the proposal have been considered, and that any concerns the administration has in this regard will be communicated to the Academic Affairs Committee.

X Name: John Kijinski 
Date: 1/14/09

12. Approval by the Professional Education Council (required if the proposal impacts the Professional Education Unit):

 Name: Click the ▲ to enter text. 
Date: Click the ▲ to enter text.
13. (a) Approval by the Graduate Council (required for a new graduate program or significant change to an existing graduate program):

X Name: Kevin P. Kearns, Ph.D. 
Date: 3/10/09
(b) Approval by the Academic Affairs Committee (required for a new undergraduate program or significant change to an existing undergraduate program):

 Name: Click the ▲ to enter text. 
Date: Click the ▲ to enter text.
14. Approval by the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Fredonia University Senate Chair (if major change to an existing program or new program):

 Name: Click the ▲ to enter text. 
Date: Click the ▲ to enter text.
 Name: Click the ▲ to enter text. 
Date: Click the ▲ to enter text.
Once the appropriate chair or program director has approved the new program or program changes, the above information should be submitted to the appropriate dean, using that dean’s digital drop box in the ANGEL “Course and Program Approvals” group.
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