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SUNY Fredonia offers three options to help students repair their academic records – in particular, improve their grade point averages (GPAs).  A student may take advantage of at most one of these options during his or her undergraduate career.

Students apply for Academic Forgiveness using an application form.  This form may be obtained at the SUNY Fredonia website by following the “Students” link and then the “Registrar” link under “Your Academic Life.”  The application should be completed with the help of the student’s academic advisor.  Once completed, it will be reviewed by the student’s department chair and dean.  If approved, it will then be sent to the Academic Forgiveness Committee for review.  This committee will make a recommendation to the Vice President for Academic Affairs, who will make the final decision whether to approve the student’s application.

The three options for Academic Forgiveness are:

1. Freshmen Forgiveness: This option is designed primarily for students who get off to a bad start as freshmen, perhaps because they begin in a major for which they are ill suited.  A student applies for this option after changing his or her major and improving academically, but before the completion of 50 credits.  The option allows up to 18 credits of “D” or “F” grades to be excluded from the student’s grade point average, although the student will lose credit when a “D” grade is forgiven.  The application for Freshmen Forgiveness must indicate an awareness of the Course Repeat Option; generally, a course will not be forgiven if it makes sense for the student to repeat the course instead.

2. Restart Option: This option is designed for students who have an interruption in their studies at SUNY Fredonia, perhaps because of academic dismissal.  Upon returning to the University, and after the successful completion of at least 12 credits, a student may apply for this option, which allows a new grade point average to be established from the time of readmission/reinstatement.  The student’s academic record from the time of initial enrollment at SUNY Fredonia will be reflected on the transcript, but the student will receive credit only for those courses in which the student earned a grade of C- or above (including S grades).  A student electing this option must complete at least 45 credit hours of “regular” graded work at SUNY Fredonia prior to graduation.

3. Academic Bankruptcy: This option is intended for the student who normally maintains satisfactory academic standards, but whose grades suffer for one semester due to unusual or unfortunate circumstances.  To apply for this option, the student must be in good academic standing (excluding the semester for which bankruptcy is sought) and must have reestablished the pattern of satisfactory academic progress that existed prior to the semester for which bankruptcy is sought.  If the application to bankrupt a semester is approved, the student’s grades for that semester will be excluded when calculating the student’s GPA, but the student will receive credit only for those courses in which the student earned a grade of C- or above (including S grades).

Academic Forgiveness Committee

The Academic Forgiveness Committee (AFC) will be a subcommittee of the Academic Affairs Committee and, through the committee, will make an annual report to the University Senate (number of cases reviewed under each option, number of applications approved, any suggestions for improvement of the policy, etc.)  The AFC will develop guidelines for implementation of the policy and help develop the application form.

Members of the Academic Forgiveness Committee will be appointed by the Vice President for Academic Affairs, in consultation with the Academic Affairs Committee, and should include:

Chair of AAC, ex officio

Associate VP of Academic Affairs, ex officio

Representative from Student Affairs

Representative from the Office of Academic Advising

Faculty member from the College of Arts and Humanities

Faculty Member from the College of Education

Faculty Member from the College of Natural and Social Sciences

An additional representative from the AAC

A student

Note: FERPA rules may prevent the student member from reviewing applications for forgiveness, but he or she can participate in the development of guidelines, etc.

