What is being proposed here?
The Bilingual Extension will be a program that provides the coursework necessary for certified teachers to obtain a New York State Bilingual Education Extension. Any person with a NYS teaching certification can add a bilingual extension (some exceptions apply).

What can you do with a Bilingual Extension?
Teacher candidates with a Bilingual Extension qualify to work with English Language Learners (ELLs) in a variety of settings. These bilingual programs include Transitional, Foreign Language Immersion, One-Way Immersion, and Two-Way Immersion programs. 
What certificates qualify for the Bilingual Extension?

Early Childhood B-2, Childhood 1-6, Childhood Inclusive 1-6, Middle Childhood 5-9, Adolescent 7-12 (Spanish and others), Music Education K-12, Speech and Language Disabilities K-12, Literacy B-6, and Literacy 5-12.
How does it fit into existing programs offered in the College of Education?

Five courses and a practicum are needed to complete the Bilingual Extension. Initially, the Bilingual Extension will be offered as a Certificate of Advanced Studies for interested graduate students obtaining their Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction.

How many courses will need to be developed for this Extension?

Only one. Four courses required for the Bilingual Extension are already offered at SUNY Fredonia (see back).
What is the one course?

EDU 555: Biliteracy Instruction and Assessment Methodologies. EDU 555 will collapse ideas from older courses EDU 555 (Methods of Bilingual Education) and EDU 556 (Teaching Language Arts in Spanish).

EDU 555 Course Description (syllabus available on request):

This course includes teaching methodologies used and related schooling issues surrounding the development of biliteracy for English Language Learners (ELLs) in the United States. Emphasis will be placed on selecting appropriate methods of instruction to enhance second language acquisition, literacy development, and content-area knowledge for children learning two languages. Biliteracy teachers will learn how to structure step-by-step lessons and plan for high levels of student involvement as well as provide ample guided and shared reading and writing activities. Principles of cross-linguistic transfer and points of interaction between L1 and L2 will be discussed. Biliteracy teachers are expected to become familiar with phonetics and orthography in the target language to maximize students’ abilities to read in their primary language. Students will plan to integrate content and concept development into primary and English language learning activities. Students will also be expected to conduct on-going assessment to monitor English language and literacy development. This course is open to all relevant target languages (Spanish, Seneca, French, etc.) and is aligned with Transitional and Developmental Bilingual Program models, including language revitalization programs.  This course is also required for teachers pursuing a New York State Bilingual Education Extension.

