Three Proposals for University Senate Review and Approval: 

Graduate Programs in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction 
1. Move for Senate Approval:  Changes to the Existing MSED Program in Curriculum and Instruction

Rationale:

The existing MSED program in Curriculum & Instruction requires only three courses across eight programmatic categories. While this provides for maximum candidate flexibility in course selection, it diminishes program coherence and consistency. Second, the existing program provides NO structured field experiences. Such experiences are essential for developing and refining good teaching practice and expanding professional relationships with our school partners. Structured field experiences are also required for national accreditation (NCATE). Third, the existing MSED program is not aligned conceptually or procedurally with the inclusive education focus of either the undergraduate program or the public schools. Fourth, candidates who successfully complete the proposed 36-hour program, which includes a 12-credit inclusive education core, and who pass the New York State Content Specialty Test for Students with Disabilities, will be eligible for two teaching certificates (i.e., Professional Certification in the area of initial certification and Initial Certification in Students with Disabilities).
Nature of Programmatic Changes:

The proposed program will change the existing MSED in Curriculum and Instruction program by: (a) increasing the number of required courses (from 3 to 7) within fewer categories (from 8 to 4 categories), (b) infusing structured field experiences into target courses, (c) requiring an inclusive education core (12 credits), and (d) aligning the program conceptually and procedurally with the undergraduate Inclusive Childhood Education program and public school service delivery models. The proposed program modifies the existing program by requiring courses that were routinely offered as electives. No new courses are being proposed, however, significant restructuring of existing courses will be completed.
Proposed Coursework:
The coursework associated with the existing and proposed MSED program in Curriculum and Instruction is listed below. Candidates will be required to complete coursework in: (a) educational foundations, (b) inclusive education, (c) pedagogical content knowledge (linking content to specific disciplines), and (d) applied research in the “new” program.

	Current MSED Program
	Proposed MSED Program

	A. Research (6 cr.) 
	A. Foundations in Inclusive Education (9 cr.)

	     EDU 570 Understanding Educational Research
	EDU 539 Current Issues, Trends, and Research in Inclusive Education OR Social, Historical, Legal Foundations course (e.g., EDU 531 Philosophy of Education)

	     EDU 660 Conducting Educational Research
	EDU 516 Working with Children and Families from Poverty OR Psychological Foundations course (e.g., EDU 501: Child Psychology)

	B.     Psychological Foundations  (3 cr.)

       *chosen by candidate
	EDU 570 Using Educational Research to Improve Learning

	C.    Exceptional Education   (3 cr.)

      *chosen by candidate
	B.   Inclusive Education Core (12 cr.)

	D.   Social, Historical, Legal Foundations 

      of Education  (3 cr.)

     *chosen by candidate
	EDU 508 Teaching Exceptional Learners in Inclusive Settings

	E.   Cultural/Linguistic Diversity  (3 cr.)

     *chosen by candidate
	EDU 514   Assessment and Instruction of Diverse Learners I

	F.  Content and Pedagogy    (12 cr.)

     *chosen by candidate
	EDU 530 Assessment and Instruction of Diverse Learners II

	G.  Electives   (3 - 6 cr.)

     *chosen by candidate
	EDU 529 Proactive Approaches to  Classroom Management in Inclusive Settings

	H.  Capstone (3 cr.)
	C.   Pedagogical Content Knowledge (9-12 cr.)

	      EDU 690 Master’s Thesis/Project
	3-4 courses that link content and pedagogy in candidate selected disciplines:

	Total Credits: 36 
	D.  Designing and Conducting Applied Educational Research (6 cr.)

	
	EDU 660 Designing Applied Educational Research

	
	EDU 690 Conducting Applied Educational Research

	
	Total Required Credit Hours: 36


2. Move for Senate Approval:  A  New Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) Program in Inclusive Education (Working with Students with Disabilities)

Rationale:

Currently, we have no “advanced credential” program for classroom teachers who hold professional certification (Masters’ +), but seek an additional teaching certificate in a “high need” area (e.g., working with students with disabilities). This is problematic because there are significant shortages nationally and state-wide for highly qualified teachers of students with disabilities (e.g., Boe, Sunderland & Cook, 2006). These shortages were exacerbated by the passage of federal legislation (e.g., No Child Left Behind, & Individuals with Disabilities Act), and the restructuring of New York State certification requirements in special education. As such, students with disabilities are at much greater risk of being taught by uncertified or under-certified individuals (Pugach, 2005).  The  proposed CAS program will also extend existing partnerships with P-12 schools and create new opportunities for professional collaboration. Finally, the CAS program will expand the “pool” of highly qualified educators regionally who can, in turn, serve as mentors and professional role models for our undergraduate and Master’s level graduates. 
Proposed Coursework:

The proposed Certificate of Advanced Studies program is new to SUNY Fredonia. Candidates will complete the same 4-course, inclusive education core from the MSED program (EDU 508, 514, 529, & 530), as well as a capstone research project (EDU 690)that will require them to demonstrate their impact on the learning of students with disabilities in inclusive educational settings. These courses have been offered during Summer Session for the past five years, but had no structured field experiences. The coursework associated with the new Certificate of Advanced Studies program is listed below.

	CAS Program in Inclusive Education
	15 Credit Hours

	EDU 508 Teaching Exceptional Learners in Inclusive Settings
	3 credits

	EDU 514 Assessment and Instruction of Diverse Learners I
	3 credits

	EDU 529 Proactive Approaches to  Classroom Management 

in Inclusive Settings
	3 credits

	EDU 530 Assessment and Instruction of Diverse Learners II
	3 credits

	EDU 690 Conducting Applied Educational Research
	3 credits


3. Move for Senate Approval:  An  “Alternative Entry Path” into  the Proposed MSED Program in Curriculum  and Instruction: Enrollment of Candidates Without Initial Teaching Certificate

Rationale:


Currently, individuals who hold a Bachelor’s Degree from SUNY Fredonia or any other institution of higher education, but do not have an initial teaching certificate cannot enroll in the existing MSED program in Curriculum and Instruction.  Instead, they must either: (a) enroll at SUNY Fredonia as a second baccalaureate candidate and complete required coursework for initial teacher certification, (b) enter a Master’s of Arts in Teaching (MAT) program for initial certification, or (c) go to a local BOCES and have a transcript review completed to determine what additional coursework must be done for initial certification (this is referred to as an “alternative certification” route).
Individuals who enroll as second baccalaureate candidates at SUNY Fredonia must complete a minimum of 30 to 45 credits and all other program requirements. From11-06 to 11-07, 8 second baccalaureate contracts were developed in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction. These contracts required candidates to complete an average of 69 credits (range: 58-83) to earn a second baccalaureate degree and initial teaching certification.  All second baccalaureate candidates must then complete a 36-credit Master’s degree to receive professional certification. This route serves as a disincentive to individuals who wish to enter the teaching profession later in life.
The proposed “alternative entry path” would allow a small number of candidates (8-10)to enroll in the MSED Program, while they simultaneously complete pre-requisites and/or other program deficiencies.  Obviously, these candidates must complete significantly more coursework than individuals entering the program with initial certification. The benefit, however, is that they can earn a Master’s degree and two initial certifications instead of a second bachelor’s degree and one certification for what may be a comparable number of credits. The alternative entry path is proposed ONLY at the early childhood and childhood levels.

Nature of Programmatic Changes:
Candidates in the alternative entry path must complete: (a) the proposed MSED program in Curriculum and Instruction (36-credits), (b) a two-semester sequence of professional methods and student teaching (30-33 credits), and (c) other missing requirements identified through a formal transcript review (i.e., the same process that is currently used for individuals without initial certification seeking a second baccalaureate degree). Candidate transcripts will be reviewed using the MSED Program Review and Advisement Form for Candidates without Initial Certification (see Appendix A) to determine the amount of additional coursework required.

Proposed Coursework:

Candidates in the alternative track must complete the following coursework and program requirements:

I. Successful Completion of the Proposed MSED Program in Curriculum and Instruction (36 credits)

II. Successful Completion of Methods and Student Teaching:  Early Childhood OR Childhood Education (30-33 credits)
III. Removal of any Additional Program Deficiencies Identified by a Formal Transcript Review (see Appendix A)

Appendix A

MSED Program Review and Advisement Guide
for Candidates without Initial Teacher Certification

Candidate transcripts will be reviewed across the following 3 programmatic categories: (a) Academic Concentration requirements; (b) Education Major (Early Childhood or Childhood) requirements, and (c) New York State certification requirements.  (Candidates who hold a bachelor’s degree are NOT required to complete the College Core Curriculum).
Category A:
Academic Concentration




(30-33 cr)

(Specific requirements contained in departmental advisement materials).
Category B:
Education Major Requirements: Early Childhood 
EDU 105/106 
Introduction to Contemporary Inclusive Education  

3 cr.
EDU 214 
Children’s Literature





3 cr.
EDU 225 
Developmental Psychology




3 cr.
EDU 250/251 
Introduction to Exceptional Learner 



3 cr.
EDU 276 
Literacy/Technology in Inclusive Education


3 cr.
  

EDU 305/313 
Cultural and Linguistic Diversity in the Classroom 

3 cr.
EDU 312 
Infant/Toddler Care & Education



3 cr.
EDU 349 
Educational Psychology 




3 cr.
MUED 315 
Music, Play, & Self





3 cr.



Advanced Methods:  



EDU 402  
Teaching Math in Inclusive Settings



3 cr.

 

EDU 405 
Teaching Literacy in Inclusive Settings



3 cr.
EDU 406 
Literacy Assessment





3 cr.
EDU 412
 Integrated Methods





3 cr.
EDU 416
Classroom Management 




3 cr.
EDU 432 
Home and School Partnership




3 cr.
Student Teaching:
     




EDU 421
Early Childhood Pre-K





6 cr.

EDU 423
Early Childhood Kindergarten




6 cr.
EDU 425
Early Childhood Grades 1-2




6 cr.










63 credits


Education Major Requirements: Childhood
Education

EDU 105/106 
Introduction to Contemporary Inclusive Education  

3 cr.


EDU 225 
Developmental Psychology




3 cr. 

EDU 250/251 
Introduction to Exceptional Learner 



3 cr.

EDU 276 
Literacy/Technology in Inclusive Education


3 cr.
  

EDU 305/313 
Cultural and Linguistic Diversity in the Classroom 

3 cr.

EDU 349 
Educational Psychology 




3 cr.

Advanced Methods:


EDU 402  
Teaching Math in Inclusive Settings



3 cr.
EDU 403
Teaching Science in Inclusive Settings



3 cr.

EDU 404
Teaching Social Studies in Inclusive Settings


3 cr.

 

EDU 405 
Teaching Literacy in Inclusive Settings



3 cr.

EDU 406 
Literacy Assessment





3 cr.

EDU 416
Classroom Management 




3 cr.

EDU 432 
Home and School Partnership




3 cr.

Student Teaching:

EDU 420
Childhood - Primary





6 cr.

EDU 423
Childhood - Intermediate




6 cr..











51 credits
Group C:
Additional Certification Requirements
Foreign Language Requirement





0-6 cr.
EDU 301
Child Abuse and Abduction




1 cr.
EDU 302
Alcohol/Tobacco/Drug Abuse




1 cr.

EDU 303
Safety Education/Fire/Arson/Violence


1 cr.

MAED 301
Math for School Teachers I




3 cr.

MAED 301
Math for School Teachers II




3 cr.

Science Requirement (2 different departments)



7 cr.











13-19 cr.
