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TESOL Preamble

By John I. Liontas, Ph.D., TESOL Program Coordinator

The Master of Science in Education, TESOL K-12 is a graduate-level program designed for both in-service and pre-service teachers interested in the teaching of English to speakers of other languages. The program encourages in-service and pre-service teachers to develop and fine-tune their command of relevant knowledge and skills deemed important for performing the responsibilities of a “highly qualified teacher” in New York State public schools; possess breadth and depth of knowledge, strong instructional skills, and professional dispositions that foster life-long learning; teach and learn in formal/informal settings on and off campus; and refine the delivery of well planned and well executed curricula for all learners, and especially those from diverse linguistic and sociocultural backgrounds. 
Given this emphasis and following a critical review and an ongoing year-long departmental examination and assessment of the present curricular structure of the TESOL graduate program at SUNY Fredonia, and in an effort to better address the program’s content and teaching standards set by TESOL and NCATE, all TESOL graduate courses were reconceptualized and organized in accordance with the five domain areas (i.e., Language, Culture, Instruction, Assessment, and Professionalism) from the TESOL/NCATE Standards for P-12 Teacher Education Programs addressing one or more of the thirteen standards. The TESOL K-12 graduate program can now be completed in two years on a full-time basis or over a longer period of time on a part-time basis. The new curricular and programmatic structure of the TESOL K-12 degree program is as follows: 
LANGUAGE (SLA and Development, Linguistics for ESL Educators, Psycho-/Sociolinguistics)

Candidates can enhance their knowledge of current models and theories of Second Language Acquisition (SLA) and reflect the impact of current research in the field of SLA, explore grammatical, pragmatic, and psycho-/sociolinguistic dimensions of language learning, and discuss the nature of language and communication and the use of English in various linguistic and pragmatic contexts related to SLA and pedagogy germane to the effective education of English language learners (ELLs).

CULTURE (Cultural Literature, Cultural Perspectives)

Candidates can enhance their knowledge of cultural diversity, explore cultural awareness and diversity-related issues both in classrooms and the workplace, adopt a transcultural/global approach to the promotion and development of native and bilingual/bicultural literacy, and discuss with competence diverse cultures/values and universal themes/motifs as exemplified in a variety of cultural norms and practices from around the world. 

INSTRUCTION (ESL Curriculum Theory and Development for the SL Classroom, Content Area ESL and ESL Materials Development)

Candidates can enhance their ability to plan, instruct, reflect and respond through appropriate adaptation of instructional strategies needed for the effective education of ELLs, make sound interconnections between language and culture, and develop age-appropriate and content-based online/offline strategies that build on (meta)cognitive language development and stress strategic development of skills and accuracy emphasizing proficiency-oriented approaches, standards-based sheltered ESL and content instruction, and development of curricula and multimedia materials for various instructional purposes. 

ASSESSMENT (Using Educational Research, Foundations of Bilingual Education, Assessment and Evaluation of ELL Learners)

Candidates can acquire knowledge of the history, politics, pedagogy, and critical issues related to TESOL and Bilingual Education programs, enhance their knowledge of basic educational research to become knowledgeable consumers of research and evaluation procedures, explore relationships of assessment to instruction, consequences of assessments, test score interpretation, state and federal assessment policies, and those assessments unique for ELLs, conduct independent field and library research, and apply knowledge of the relevant federal and state laws and regulations pertaining to the education of culturally and linguistically diverse populations. 
PROFESSIONALISM (Student Teaching Practicum and Student Teaching Seminar, Master’s Thesis)

Candidates can demonstrate competence and proficiency in effective instruction of ELLs during supervised student teaching, apply classroom theory to field practice, implement NYS TESOL and ELA standards in teaching situation, conduct independent in-depth empirical and/or curriculum-related action research, and organize their TESOL Standards Portfolio according to the five TESOL/NCATE domain areas.
In sum, the curricular change articulated here is in full compliance with the standards for certification expressed in the Commissioner’s Regulations and the New Vision in Teacher Education: Agenda for Change in SUNY’s Teacher Preparation Programs, as well as with the thirteen standards of TESOL/NCATE, the national accrediting body. Coupled with the requirements mandated by the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 for developing highly-effective and highly-proficient teachers in high-need subjects such as English as a Second Language, such compliance is certain to strengthen and enhance the overall structure and appeal of our TESOL graduate program both in the region and beyond. We believe that such curricular foci and programmatic alignments with the TESOL/NCATE domain areas and standards will greatly increase the breadth and depth of academic rigor of our present TESOL graduate program and, more importantly, will better meet the academic and professional needs of our candidates to teach effectively and with confidence in New York State public schools serving English language learners.
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