First Reading 2/04

Amend Article IV, Section 1.b (Composition, Function, and Responsibilities) by adding the following sentence:

Senators are to attend all Senate meetings, to report Senate business and issues to their constituents, and to solicit Senate business and issues from their constituents.

Amend Article IV, Section 2.b (Representation on the College Senate) to read:

Within the academic areas, there shall be five electoral units: the Arts (consisting of Music, Theatre and Dance, and Visual Arts and New Media), the Humanities (consisting of Communication, English, History, Philosophy, and Modern Languages), the Natural Sciences (consisting of Biology, Chemistry, Geosciences, Mathematics and Computer Science, and Physics), Professional Studies (consisting of Education, Business Administration, Health and Wellness, and Speech Pathology and Audiology) and Social Sciences (consisting of Political Science, Psychology, and Sociology). There shall be one senator for each department/school. Those departments/schools which have 25 or more FTE faculty members shall have two senators. When a department/school has two senators, each must be from a different program/department.  Departments/schools shall choose by their own processes, their representative(s) on the Senate.  They shall serve three year terms. Senators shall be limited to two consecutive terms. The selection process shall be completed and the results reported to the Governance Officer no later than April15 for the Senate term which begins in September.   

Each of those five electoral units shall also elect two at large senators.  The at large representatives shall be elected from the electoral unit as a whole in elections to be held in May. The at large representatives shall serve three year terms. Senators shall be limited to two consecutive terms. Within each area, the at large terms shall be staggered. 

Amend Article IV, Section 2.c to read:

Within the Professional Staff/Management area, there shall be five electoral units: Library, Academic Affairs (other than the Library), Administration, Student Affairs, and University Advancement. Each unit shall elect one representative to the Senate. Those units with 25 or more FTE professional staff shall elect two representatives to the Senate. When a unit has two senators, each must be from a different program/department/office.  Units shall choose by their own processes, their representative(s) on the Senate.  They shall serve three year terms. Senators shall be limited to two consecutive terms. The selection process shall be completed and the results reported to the Governance Officer no later than April15 for the Senate term which begins in September.   

In addition, the Professional Staff/Management area shall elect two at large senators. The at large representatives shall be elected from the electoral unit as a whole in elections to be held in May. The at large representatives shall serve three year terms. Senators shall be limited to two consecutive terms. Within each area, the at large terms shall be staggered.

Create Article IV, Section 2.d to read:  

If and when administrative changes alter an electoral unit or a component of an electoral unit (i.e., a new department is created, departments merge, departments spit, etc.), the Executive Committee of the Senate will recommend to the Senate a representational plan and appropriate language to alter this section to reflect those changes.  The Senate shall approve a plan and appropriate language for this section.  A two-thirds affirmative vote shall be required to pass the plan and to revise the language.  These changes shall not require a separate vote by the faculty as a whole.  

Amend Article IV, Section 3 (elections) to read:
a. As vacancies on the Senate occur within the departments of the academic electoral units or within the Professional Staff/Management electoral units, each of those departments/electoral units shall be responsible for choosing the senator(s) who will represent it.

b. Each spring semester, the Governance Officer shall determine the number of at large positions open for the subsequent academic year and shall conduct the necessary elections in those electoral units in April to assure full at large representation. If an at large vacancy occurs during the elected term of a senator, the candidate with the next largest number of votes in the most recent election for that area shall represent that area, completing the term of elected senator.

c. The six student representatives on the College Senate shall consist of the President of the Student Association and five full-time registered undergraduate students to be chosen for a term of one year by the Student Association.

Amend Article IV, Section 4 (terms of office) as follows:

Retain subsection a.

Delete subsections b and c.

Amend subsection d to read: When on leave of at least a semester’s duration, an elected member of the College Senate shall be considered to have resigned form the College Senate unless that senator has indicated in writing to the Governance Officer  that he/she will continue to meet the obligations of the College Senate during the leave. The vacancy will be filled as described in Article IV, Section 3 (elections).

Retain subsections e and f.

