Memo

To:
Dick Reddy, Chair
University Senate
From:

Joseph Straight, Chair

Academic Affairs Committee
Date:

February 1, 2005
Re:

Agenda Item for February Senate Meeting
Please place the following item on the agenda for discussion at the February 8 meeting of the University Senate.  Based on that discussion and subsequent comments and suggestions, the committee intends to draft a proposal for the Senate to act on at its March meeting.

The Role of the University Catalog Within Academic Affairs
The Academic Affairs Committee proposes that, effective with the 2005 – 2006 Academic Year, the university catalog cease to be the official record of program requirements.  Instead, the committee proposes that program requirements be posted on the university’s website, and that this be considered the official record.  Related to this, we make the following additional proposals:

1. Programs should be able to update their requirements on an annual basis, with any new set of requirements becoming effective at the start of an academic year (i.e., fall semester).

2. Students should be held to the requirements in effect at the time of declaration of a major, minor, or concentration.

3. The university should reaffirm, strengthen, and more effectively communicate the statement in the current catalog that students are responsible for ensuring that they have met all degree requirements, including general education requirements and requirements for majors, minors, and concentrations.  In addition to appearing in the catalog under “Academic Advising” (page 186 in the current edition), such a statement should appear prominently under “Requirements for the (Bachelor’s) Degree.”

4. Each program should endeavor to make its requirements as straightforward and transparent as possible, and work to ensure that they, as well as related information such as a schedule of course offerings, are effectively and consistently communicated to students.
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