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BRUCE SIMON, JAN MCVICKER, TED STEINBERG

3/16/04

RESOLUTION REGARDING SUNY FREDONIA’S COMMITMENT TO ACADEMIC FREEDOMS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES

WHEREAS, SUNY Fredonia, in its fostering of the traditions of liberal education and in its active promotion of free inquiry and discussion, relies on and supports the liberties guaranteed to the people in the Constitutions of the United States and of New York State;

WHEREAS, SUNY Fredonia is proud of the increasing diversity of its community of learners and scholars, of their differences in political, religious, and cultural heritage and expression, and of its tradition of protecting their academic freedoms and civil liberties;

WHEREAS, the recent adoption of the USA PATRIOT Act (Public Law 107-56) and related federal actions, regulations, and executive orders may unconstitutionally authorize the federal government to infringe upon fundamental liberties in violation of rights to speech, religion, association, privacy, counsel, a fair trial, due process, and protection against unreasonable searches and seizures;

WHEREAS, the American Association of University Professors (AAUP) has recently stated that the USA PATRIOT Act threatens academic freedoms and civil liberties and has encouraged university faculty to support measures in Congress that would mitigate the specific effects of the USA PATRIOT Act on these indispensable liberties
; 

WHEREAS, the preservation of academic freedoms and civil liberties is essential to the well-being of a university and those who study and work there; now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate urge the President of SUNY Fredonia to redesignate all authority to respond to requests for information, subpoenas, and other demands received from federal agencies pursuant to the USA PATRIOT Act or related federal actions, regulations, and executive orders to the Chairperson of the Fredonia University Senate, the President of the appropriate union (including UUP, CSEA, PEF), and the President of SUNY Fredonia;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Senate urge the President to assure all campus employees that legal expenses they might reasonably incur by complying with the redesignated authority will be borne by the University;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that SUNY Fredonia will, to the extent legally possible, use no university resources for activities that infringe on academic freedoms and civil liberties, including but not limited to the following under the USA PATRIOT Act:

· Secret monitoring of political or religious gatherings, or activities of individuals, exercising their First Amendment rights, or of their communications by email or telephone;

· Monitoring of research or creative activity by faculty or students, or of course content or activity;

· Monitoring of library or academic records, including student records, of any kind;

· Requests for nonconsensual release of student, faculty, or staff records against the specific provisions of the laws of the State of New York or the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974;

· Requests violating the confidentiality of consultations between any university personnel and any attorney representing the university;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that SUNY Fredonia, acting through its administration and its faculty, will do everything in its power to actively and deliberately foster the free inquiry and discussion, both public and private, which is so essential to its mission, especially when and where there may be attempts to suppress, inhibit, or indirectly to chill those freedoms;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Fredonia University Senate shall transmit a copy of this resolution to appropriate officials in SUNY, the SUNY University Faculty Senate, United University Professions, NYSUT, AFT, AAUP, Governor Pataki, and appropriate members of the New York State Legislature and U.S. Congress, accompanied by a letter urging them to ensure that state and federal anti-terrorism laws and policies be crafted and implemented in a manner that does not infringe on academic freedoms and civil liberties as described in this resolution.

� See “AAUP Endorses Bill to Counter Abuses in the USA Patriot Act.” 21 November 2003. AAUP. 1 March 2004. <www.aaup.org/newsroom/press/2003/patriot.htm>.  See also AAUP Special Committee on Academic Freedom and National Security in a Time of Crisis. “Academic Freedom and National Security in a Time of Crisis.” 1 March 2004.  AAUP. <www.aaup.org/statements/REPORTS/911report.htm>.





