Memo

To:
Joseph Chilberg, Chair
College Senate
From:

Joseph Straight

Chair, Academic Affairs Committee
Date:

March 23, 2004
Re:

Readmit Petition Option

The Academic Affairs Committee recommends to the College Senate a revision of the Readmit Petition Option, namely, that the following language replace the second and third paragraphs under the heading “Readmission/Reinstatement in the College Catalog (see page 204 of the current catalog):

Students with a cumulative quality point average of 2.50 or below may, at the time of readmission, be advised by the appropriate dean to return to the college under the Restart Option.  Under this option, a new quality point average is established from the time of readmission to graduation.  The total academic record achieved from the time of initial enrollment at SUNY Fredonia will be entered on the transcript, but the student will receive credit only for those courses in which the student earned a grade of C- or above (including S grades).  A student who is readmitted under the Restart Option must complete at least 45 additional credit hours of graded work at SUNY Fredonia prior to graduation.

Rationale:

1. The term, “Readmit Petition Option,” is confusing, because no petition is involved; the proposed revised term, “Restart Option,” is more descriptive and easier to remember.

2. The vast majority of students who are readmitted are unaware of this option, and it is usually recommended (or, in some cases, required) by the dean and/or department chair reviewing the student’s application for readmission.  Hence, we propose to make the Restart Option something that the appropriate dean advisees, rather than an option that is selected by the student.

3. The present Readmit Petition Option is available only to students not “in good standing,” that is, with a GPA less than 2.00.  Given that some programs now have, or are proposing to have, GPA requirements exceeding 2.0 for admission to the program, satisfactory progress, graduation, etc., we are proposing to make the Restart Option available to students with GPAs in the range from 2.0 to 2.5.  (Note: At present, an application for readmission from a student in good academic standing is not reviewed at the dean level; this practice would have to be modified if the above proposal is adopted.)
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