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Sophomore Semester Abroad  
Studying abroad is a transforming experience for university students, opening up entirely new vistas of understanding and opportunity. It also fulfills, in the most substantive way possible, SUNY Fredonia’s mission to build “awareness of global interdependence and cultural diversity.”

Most students who study abroad do so in their junior year. As a result they return to Fredonia too far advanced in their degree programs to pursue new directions in their academic programs. Meanwhile, students in rigorously structured programs – notably Music and Education – are largely excluded from study abroad programs because they cannot fulfill advanced degree requirements while studying abroad. 

The Sophomore Semester Abroad Program (SSA) aims to create and promote a study abroad experience designed for sophomores. The Program would be structured to fulfill College Core Curriculum requirementsby affording SUNY Fredonia sophomores the opportunity to complete a semester of study abroad, in primarily English-language curricula at partner international institutions of higher education. It would be almost universally accessible, tailored to fit sophomore needs, and would not delay students from completing required components of their degree programs. Properly promoted, SSA would significantly increase the number of Fredonia students who study abroad.

Specific Objectives of the SSA:

· Encourage students to study abroad earlier in their undergraduate experience, and thereby permit them to build upon the benefits during their junior and senior years. 

· Make study abroad more accessible to all students, and especially to Music, and Education students who have rigorously structured programs, by providing CCC courses during the semester abroad.

· Increase the number of Fredonia students who study abroad by promoting study abroad as a mainstream element of the SUNY Fredonia curriculum. (An auxiliary benefit would be the easing of enrollment in over-enrolled courses such as Western Civ and World History.)

· Encourage interest and increasing enrollment in advanced language studies courses.

· Increase study abroad enrollment of all majors, especially Business and Communication, whose personal career marketability can be significantly enhanced by such experiences.
CCC and the SSA

Because the SSA would be entirely structured to fulfill CCC requirements common to all Fredonia students, all courses in the study abroad semester would be applicable to all undergraduate degree programs at Fredonia, and fully compatible with the Fredonia-in-Four program. 

Curriculum specifics would have to be negotiated with partner universities. CCC categories to be targeted include:

Category 3 – Foreign Languages – Study Abroad programs are the ideal setting for intensive language studies. One of the reasons students do not study abroad before freshman year is the need to develop language competency in advance. By ensuring that partner universities offer a course meeting the requirements of Fredonia’s 115- and 116-level courses, we will overcome this barrier.

Category 4 – The Arts – Despite the broadness of this category, this requirement has few options for students on campus.  Studying the arts in an international setting will present students with new perspective and resources.  

Category 5 – Humanities – This is one of the broadest CCC requirements, and therefore the easiest to fulfill abroad.

Category 9 – Western Civ –  Most potential partner institutions will offer courses that should easily fulfill this requirement.

Category 10 – World History/Non-Western Civ –  This requirement might be more difficult to fulfill in European partner institutions, but non-Western partner institutions are likely to offer good options.

Category 12 – Upper Level – Participation in the SSA exempts students from this requirement as it is automatically fulfilled by studying abroad for one semester.

Benefits of the SSA

The SSA initiative is based on the assumption that studying abroad is intrinsically valuable to our students, but it is worth recalling why.   Included in the following are quotes from the cap-stone project of Amberle Steinorth, an International Studies major, based on her own study-abroad experience:

· Personal Growth: Students are immersed in a new culture, challenged by a different academic environment, and experience life as a “foreigner.” They have to develop an ability to adapt and work with people of different cultures and backgrounds. 

· New Perspective on World Affairs:  “Studying abroad can broaden knowledge and understanding of economic, political and international issues.” Students learn to appreciate the importance of international co-operation through day-to-day interactions with other international students. 

· Career Enhancement: Many students choose to study abroad to enhance their resumes. “With the world becoming smaller by the day, employers are increasingly looking for employees who have experienced other cultures.”  Students who have studied abroad have international knowledge, possible second-language skills, and the intercultural communication skills they seek.

· Better Citizenship:  Returning students will have increased their understanding of the role the United States plays in the world, and how we are perceived by citizens of other countries.

· Distinction within SUNY: This program would distinguish Fredonia as a leader within the SUNY system for integrating the general education requirements into the semester study abroad experience.

Student Preparation

During the first weeks in a new country, students will experience some degree of disorientation and identity crisis. If we are going to encourage students to travel, then we must prepare them for this.  We propose that SSA participants will enroll in a 3-credit-hour overseas program orientation course in the fall semester of the freshman year. Such a course, focusing on intercultural communication, might also be offered in fulfilment of the CCC #11 Speaking Intensive requirement, again helping ensure near-universal accessibility to the program.  In complement, an on-site orientation program of  3 – 5 days  will also prepare the students for the experience. 

If we are successful in encouraging significant numbers of students to take part in the SSA, the presence of several Fredonia sophomores at the foreign institutions at the same time will help ease the problems of homesickness and adaptation.

Students and their parents have legitimate concerns about student safety, security, and welfare while studying abroad. SUNY Fredonia’s current study-abroad partners in France, England, and Bulgaria already provide safe, secure and comfortable settings for our students, but in formulating new programs that might attract larger numbers of our students to these universities, we must address any new safety and security issues that might arise.  Discussions with new study-abroad partner institutions, such as the Universidad Autónoma “Benito Juárez” de Oaxaca in Mexico, will include topics such as these. 

Cost

Program costs can be a deterrent to student participation in study abroad programs. While the SSA would not change the cost of studying abroad,  discussion of the costs would begin from the outset of a student’s university career, and therefore aid students and  their parents in planning for it. 

Students might expect an average additional cost of $3500 for the semester abroad. Viewed against a total cost of roughly $50,000 for a four-year degree program, this should not be prohibitive for the majority of students.  

In an effort to keep study abroad accessible for all students, the International Education Office and our overseas partners will actively explore exchange opportunities to eliminate the overseas tuition differential.  

Promoting SSA
The SSA will be promoted to all prospective SUNY Fredonia students as a significant educational opportunity, unique to SUNY Fredonia: 

· The procedures, benefits, and costs, will be explicitly articulated in Admissions recruitment literature.

·  Department Chairs and others involved in  recruitment might be encouraged to promote the program by identifying specific benefits relating to their degree programs.

· The SSA will be incorporated into advising processes, both for incoming Freshmen at summer advising, and for first-semester Freshman advisees. This is particularly important because students should plan schedules based on the expectation of fulfilling CCC courses abroad.

Timeline for SSA Implementation 

It is highly desirable to gain support for SSA across campus and at several levels if we wish to institutionalize it as a significant program. We propose the following timeline:

April 2005

1. Review and revisions by the Overseas Programs Advisory Board

2. Informal proposal review by and discussions with the VPAA, CCC Coordinator, Dean of the College of Education, Director of Academic Advising, Director of School of Music, Director of Admissions, Chair of Academic Affairs

3. Discuss proposal with overseas partners

4. Prepare Overseas Program Orientation Course Proposal, perhaps like the 1 - 3 credit hour Liberal Arts Seminar, to fulfill CCC #11 Speaking Intensive

May 2005

1. Final revisions to SSA proposal

June 2005

1. Create promotional material to publicize program to incoming Freshman

2. Meet with Academic Advising to inform advisors who are doing summer course advising

July - September 2005

1. Submit SSA and Overseas Program Orientation Course proposals to Academic Affair Committee, and CCC Committee.

Spring 2006

1.
Enroll first students in the Overseas Program Orientation Course

2.   Commence application process for study abroad – students meet with International Education office staff to select program.

Fall 2006

1.
First SSA students go abroad

Spring 2007

1.
International Expo – reentry program for SSA students to share with the campus community their education abroad experiences.

