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Committee Members

Will Neris (Chair), M. Kathleen Dusing, Patrick Fanelli, Lisa Eikenburg, David Herman, Holly Lawson, Saundra Liggins, Patrick Newell, Jessica Pendl, Jodi Rzepka, Dan Scherer, Harry Watters, Grant Umberger.

Committee Activity

The committee met seven times during the fall and spring semesters, including a special meeting in October 2004 devoted to the review of the conduct code.   A wide range of topics were discussed including: campus life, library hours, enrollment, budget, tuition, fitness center, student diversity, freshman year experience, Student Association terms of office, residence hall residency policy, freshman convocation, athletic graduation rates, community relations issues, volunteer services, Tsunami relief efforts, VPAA search, food service and campus alcohol and drug policies.  While much of the committee meeting is devoted to communication about various issues, the committee did take action on a number of items listed below.

· The committee discussed fall opening and welcome week activities and supported the development of a New Student / Freshman Convocation on Sunday, August 21, 2005.

· The committee reviewed the proposal for a new Fitness Center to be developed in the old pool area of Dods Hall.  This proposal was shared with the Student Association and a fee passed by student referendum to support the initiative.

· The committee reviewed community concerns about student behavior from citizens living on Temple Street and Central Avenue.  Committee concerns were shared with the Student Association and efforts were made to develop a Good Neighbor campaign.  The Campus Life publication dealing with off campus living was updated and reprinted.

· The committee reviewed enrollment numbers for each semester and related budget issues.

· The committee discussed the state tuition policy and related campus budget issues.

· The committee reviewed and supported the student conduct code in October and passed it on to the University Senate for review in November and December.  The fall 2004 judicial statistics were also shared with the committee.

· The committee discussed the NSSE Survey to be conducted in Spring 2005.

· The committee discussed the Student Association calendar year term of office and the proposal to move to an academic year term. 

· Will Neris suggested the committee look at expansion of Library Hours.  Patrick Fanelli worked with the Student Association to develop a proposal with comparative data on other library operations.  A proposal to extend the hours by 10 hours per week was supported by the committee and passed on to the President’s Cabinet for budget consideration.  The proposal was approved for fall 2005 on a trial basis.    

· The committee reviewed residency requirements and the impact on residence hall occupancy and budget.  

· The committee invited Vivian Garcia Conover, Associate Dean/Director of Academic Advising, to share information about the Freshman Year Experience at SUNY Fredonia.

· The Student Association shared information with the committee regarding the Tsunami Relief Fund, the Rock the Vote effort, the Orchesis Dance Concert and the WNY Collegiate Idol Contest.  The committee commended the Student Association for their many efforts.

· The plans for the new Office of Volunteer and Community Services were shared with the committee.  The committee supported the development of individual and group service awards to support student group in developing volunteer initiatives.

· The committee was kept informed about the VPAA and VP for University Advancement searches.  Students from the committee were involved in the interview process.

· The year concluded with a joint meeting with the Academic Affairs Committee of the University Senate.  The meeting was very successful, with excellent discussion on a number of topics.  Students voiced support for revisions to the daily class schedule to allow for open meeting time on Wednesdays.  It was decided to have a joint meeting once a semester next academic year.  

Conclusions

The Student Affairs Committee meetings were reasonably well attended and the discussions were helpful and informative.  Everyone participated in making 2004-2005 a very successful and productive year for the committee.
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