President’s Report to University Senate

My parents are celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary on Sunday, September 12 in California.  I’m sorry to miss the meeting, but have provided a brief written report: 

· Thank You.  I want to extend my sincere appreciation to faculty members who have ensured that students received full class schedules.  Thanks to the special efforts of many faculty and staff, the beginning of the semester has gone very smoothly.  Enrollment is exceptionally strong, and student satisfaction seems high.  My thanks to everyone who helped accommodate this year’s students.  

· National Search for Graduate Dean.  After receiving a recommendation from Vice President Faulk, it has been agreed to conduct a national search for the Dean of Graduate Studies and Lifelong Learning.  This position will be advertised at the same time as the Dean for Natural and Social Sciences.

· Fredonia Plan.  The Task Force working on this plan will be appointed during the next two weeks.  I’m requesting two members be appointed by the Senate.  Also, once a draft plan is available, hopefully sometime during the spring semester, it will be submitted to the Senate as a two meeting agenda item for review and recommendation.

· Assessment Review.  The review of campus-wide assessment activities will involve several members from the Assessment Committee, plus other on- and off-campus individuals who will be appointed to this special Task Force on the basis of their understanding of assessment.  Once completed, the resultant recommendations will be forwarded to the Senate’s Academic Affairs Committee, as part of the normal governance process.

· Smoking and Building Entrances.  Six years ago the Senate recommended that four building entrances be designated “non-smoking entrances,” defined as no smoking within 15 feet of the entrance.  Every year since the implementation, the question has been raised about why there are only four entrances with this designation.  At this time, I request that the Senate review this issue and provide a recommendation on whether additional entrances should receive this designation.   (Related Note:  Sometimes people question the location of cigarette butt receptacles.  Unfortunately, experience has shown that “butt” littering increases dramatically whenever these devices are not available near the doorway.)

· Mission Review II Report.  The final draft of this report should be available for distribution prior to the next Senate meeting.  Given the scope of this report, I’ve asked that it be considered a two meeting agenda item: discussion in October and Senate recommendation in November.

· Construction Ceremonies.  Everyone is invited to attend the Cranston Addition Ground-Breaking ceremony scheduled for 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 22 in the Williams Center, and the Rosch Recital Hall dedication at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, October 1.

I look forward to joining you at the next University Senate meeting!
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