To:
Joseph Chilberg, Chair
College Senate
From:

Joseph Straight

Chair, Academic Affairs Committee
Date:

March 25, 2004
Re:

Program Changes in the Department of Visual Arts and New Media

Following a recommendation from the Department of Visual Arts and New Media and approval by Paul Schwartz, Dean of Arts and Humanities, the Academic Affairs Committee recommends to the College Senate the following program changes:

1. The BA in Visual Arts is being retitled the BA in Visual Arts and New Media, and the number of credit hours required for this major is being reduced from 57 to 48.

2. The BFA in Illustration is being retitled to BFA in Animation and Illustration.

3. The following BA programs are being eliminated:
Drawing
Ceramics
Graphic Design
Illustration
Media Arts
Painting
Photography
Sculpture
Note that the department will continue to offer the BFA is each of these specialties.

Notes:

· If approved by the Senate and by President Hefner, the two changes in degree titles and the degree eliminations will require the approval of SUNY System Administration.

· The department also proposed to change the title of the Minor in Visual Arts to the Minor in Visual Arts and New Media, and some relatively minor modifications to their BFA programs.  The committee approved these changes and forwarded them to Dr. Musah for consideration.

Rationale:  The committee applauds the reduction in the number of major credit hours required for the BA in Visual Arts and New Media, making this requirement more in line with other BA programs on campus, and making it more feasible for students with this major to achieve the requirement of 75 hours “outside the major.”

The Department of Visual Arts and New Media will prepare an information sheet for senate members, explaining the changes to the BA, and a representative of the department will be available at the April senate meeting to help answer questions.

C:
Dr. Musah
 
Vice President for Academic Affairs


Elizabeth Lee, Associate Chair
 
Department of Visual Arts and New Media

Rationale for Changes in Department of Visual Arts and New Media’s Bachelor of Arts degree structure

New curricular structure will now grant a Bachelor of Arts in Visual Arts and New Media, rather than in individualized majors. Along with lowering the total credit hours of the degree, aligning our requirements to the rest of campus, it is the Department’s belief that this new BA structure gives the BA student more flexibility and supports a liberal arts philosophy. BA students can choose a specific area of study or study a few areas in sequence. With advisement, students can choose the courses that they feel are appropriate to their objectives and create an individualized major or they can follow a specific path and still graduate within a major sequence. 

Example of current BA structure in one area of concentration (photography):
Bachelor of Arts Degree- 33 credit hour core plus 24 credit hours of Major Requirements plus ART 120: Visiting Artists Program each semester and ART 460: Senior Seminar. Total hours required: 57+

Visual Arts Core (33 credit hours):


ART 115
Masterpieces-Art to 1400


3


ART 116
Masterpieces-Art from 1400 to the Present
3


ART 150
Drawing I



3


ART 151
Drawing II



3


ART 155
2-D Design



3


ART 252
Life Drawing I



3


ART 255
Introduction to Photography

3


ART 257
3-D Form and Function


3


ART 273
Handforming Clay


3


ART 258
Figure Modeling



3


or


ART 274
Pottery on the Wheel


3


ART 285
Painting I



3

Photography Major (24 hcredit hours):


ART 305
Black and White Technique

3


ART 310
Digital Imaging



3


ART 355
Color Photography 


3


ART 405
Photographic Inquiry


3


Studio Electives





6


Art History Electives




6

Required CCC (up to 36 credit hours) and General College Electives (on average 27 credit hours) = 120+ credit hours

New Bachelor of Arts in Visual Arts and New Media Degree Requirements:
18-credit hour Foundation Program plus 30 credit hours of Degree Requirements. Total hours required: 48+

+ Visiting Artist Program

Foundation Program (18 hours):


ART 115
Masterpieces-Art to 1400


3


ART 116
Masterpieces-Art from 1400 to the Present
3


ART 100
Visual Literacy



3

ART 150
Drawing I



3


ART 155
2-Design



3


ART 257 
3-D Form and Content


3 


or 



ART 273 
Handforming Clay


3

Degree Requirements (30 Hours):


Visual Arts/New Media courses at the 400-level or above
3


Visual Arts/New Media courses at the 300-level or above
9


Art History electives




6


ART/MEDA electives as advised



12

Required CCC (up to 36 credit hours) and General College Electives (minimum of 36 credit hours) = 120+ credit hours
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