 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1To: Members of Fredonia University Senate
From: Andrea Zevenbergen, Fredonia State Faculty Athletic Representative (FAR)

Date: 2/28/05

Each center of higher learning which has NCAA sports is required to have a Faculty Athletic Representative (FAR).  This individual has roles of providing advisement to the athletic department regarding academic issues, serving as a liaison between faculty and students, and ensuring that the college has policies regarding student-athlete admission to the college and eligibility for competition.  The NCAA requests that FARs make periodic reports to university governance organizations.  This report is intended to provide information regarding Fredonia State athletes’ academic achievement.  This information is provided given national discussions regarding whether participation in athletics compromises students’ academic achievement (i.e., students are perhaps spending more time being athletes than students).  I provide information regarding two domains: student graduation rates and student GPAs.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Student Graduation Rates 
Graduation rates are reported as percentage of students in a given entering class which have graduated within six years.  This six-year window is a common convention across universities when reporting graduation rates.

Entering Year

Student-Athletes

Overall Fredonia Undergraduate Population
1998


80%



65%

1997


69%



62%

1996


63%



58%

1995


70%



63%

Note.  The mean graduation rate (representing the full-time undergraduate student population) for Division III public schools (n = 88) for the 1998 entering class was 51%.  Thus, the overall Fredonia undergraduate population graduation rate is substantially higher than the national average for comparable schools.  

Student GPAs
GPAs are reported for all full-time undergraduate students enrolled in a particular semester.  

Semester

Student-Athletes

Overall Fredonia Undergraduate Population
Fall, 2004

2.88



2.89

Spring, 2004

2.86



2.88

Fall, 2003

2.78



2.84

Spring, 2003

2.81



2.86

_____________________________________________________________________________

These data suggest that student-athletes are graduating at a higher rate within a 6-year period of time as compared to the overall Fredonia undergraduate student population.  These results likely reflect at least in part a higher retention rate.  There does not appear to be any significant difference between the GPAs of student-athletes and the overall Fredonia full-time undergraduate student population; participation in athletics does not appear to be having a negative effect on our students’ academic achievement.  

