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At a recent meeting, Graduate Council approved the following request for a change in SUNY Fredonia’s policy regarding online courses.  On the Council’s behalf, I submit the following to you for the Senate’s consideration:

PROPOSAL

Graduate Council requests a revision of the online policy approved by the University Senate at its November 1, 2004 session thereby prohibiting a program/department from offering a course online if that online course is the only option for students.  While departments may easily comply with this policy with the larger volume of their undergraduate offerings, many have found it more difficult with the limited number of graduate offerings.  Graduate Council respectfully requests that University Senate amend that portion of the online policy to exempt graduate courses.

RATIONALE

First of all, for programs with small graduate enrollments (TESOL, Secondary Mathematics, etc.), this portion of the November 2004 policy severely limits the potential for online course offerings. If only one section of a course is offered each academic year, that course would be restricted to an ‘in person” class.  Second, the practice of having to offer two sections of most courses would negatively affect enrollments and ultimately increase the overall instructor and adjunct costs.  For a variety of reasons including fiscal responsibility, it is important that each graduate course attract as many students as possible.


Rick Constanza, the SLN Coordinator serving Fredonia, reports that we offer significantly fewer online courses than other SUNY institutions.  If the online policy were amended for graduate courses as we propose, online offerings might be expanded and Fredonia could maintain its competitive edge in the regional graduate market.  We believe it is imperative, moreover, that SUNY Fredonia recognize and support the efforts of its faculty members who have been trained to teach online courses.

