Proposed New Major

B.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies – Women’s Studies

A. Program Requirements

Women's Studies is the recognition and examination of the social construction of gender and its relation to class, race, age, ethnicity, nationality, and sexual identity.  Students majoring in Women's Studies will become more knowledgeable about the way gender informs our social, economic, political and cultural lives; widen their perspective on how gender intersects with national and global issues; and develop an appreciation for the connection between education and social responsibility.  

Requirements for the major:
Core Program – 21 hours as follows:

WOST 201
Introduction to Women’s Studies





3

WOST 255
Psychology of Women (cross-listed with PSY 255)



3

WOST 301
Feminist Theory (cross-listed with ENGL 349/PHIL 244)


3



WOST 302
Sex and Gender (cross-listed with ANTH 300/SOC 306)  


3

A course on women writers and/or women visual artists, such as WOST 203 or 314

3

WOST 335
American Women (cross-listed with HIST 335) or



3

HIST 220 
Intro to Ethnicity/Race

WOST 400
Women’ Studies Portfolio Completion




0

WOST 401
Feminist Practice







3

Electives – 15 hours:

Majors will take at least one course from each of the following three categories.  Within each category, no more than one course may be taken from any departmental prefix (other than WOST).  Courses counted for the core cannot also be counted as an elective.

(1) Gender and Culture: This category includes courses such as

ART 351
Women in Art

ENGL 296
American Identities

HIST 220
Introductions to Ethnicity/Race

LANG 405
French Women Writers

WOST 203
Chicana Writers and Visual Artists

WOST 314
Women Writers

WOST 335
American Women

WOST 336 
African American Women’s History (CL HIST 336)

(2) Gender and Society: This category includes courses such as:

SOC 201 
Social Problems

SOC 365
Family Violence

ECON 312 
Women in the Economy 

 

POLI 349
Women in Politics

POLI 382 
Social Welfare Policy 





PSY 276

Human Sexuality

WOST 345 
Women, Health, and Society

WOST 373 
Gender and Communication

(3) Gender in a Transnational World: This category includes courses such as: 

ANTH 219
Cultural Anthropology

BIOL 360
AIDS and STDs

COMM 465
Intercultural Communication

ENGL 396
Third World Literature

PSY 370

Cross-Cultural Psychology

SOC 321
Population and Society

WOST 386 
Women and Film

B. Rationale for Proposing Women’s Studies as a major at SUNY Fredonia

The Women’s Studies Program reinstated the minor in Women’s Studies in Fall 1996 as a result of student demand.  Since that time, numbers of enrolled minors have grown steadily each year.  The highest our enrollment has been is 30 minors in 2004, when we had 13 minors graduate.   In Fall 2005, we had 28 declared minors.   We also have several undeclared minors.  Of these, some cannot declare the minor because they currently do not know what they want to major in, and they must have a major before they can declare a minor.  These students said they would readily declare women’s studies as their major if it were available to them.  In addition to these, at least 3 current women’s studies minors would declare the major, either as a second major or by changing their current majors to Women’s Studies. Ii is projected that we would have at least 5 majors declared in the first semester of offering a Women’s Studies major, and that number would grow each year.

Our decision to propose the major at this time also stems from our Program Review in April 2005.  Professor Isabel Marcus, Professor of Law, UB Law School, stated that “the program is now poised to move from a minor to a major” under the umbrella of the Interdisciplinary Studies program.  She continues:

“Given student interest and enrollments, the enthusiastic evaluation of Women’s Studies courses and their statements to me that they would be pleased to have a double major (e.g. Psychology/Women’s Studies or English/Women’s Studies) and knowing others sharing this sentiment, this expansion is appropriate and timely.

This proposed change will have many benefits for Fredonia.  As a major, Women’s Studies will acquire even greater subject matter legitimacy in the University community.  Accompanying this enhanced official recognition, one can anticipate an increase in the number of course offerings ( especially in disciplines where there appears to be less recognition than the issues of women and gender now warrant.  For students, it will enhance the status of their Women’s Studies academic work.  It also may provide them with more employment options or graduate studies possibilities.”

Programs at our sister schools show similar enrollment and growth.  SUNY Purchase proposed a stand-alone Women’s Studies major in 1999, and currently has 20 majors.  SUNY Plattsburgh currently has 15 majors, and that is after a relatively large number (5 students) graduated May 2005. They began the major program in 2000, and average between 15 and 20 majors at this time.  SUNY Potsdam has proposed a stand-alone major that was approved on campus Fall 2005, and is currently being considered by Albany.  SUNY Geneseo offers only a minor at this time, so proposing a major would give SUNY Fredonia an edge over a key competitor school.

Rationale for the core: The core is organized around two principles. First, it provides all Women’s Studies majors with a common body of knowledge in women’s studies scholarship.  Second, it provides Women’s Studies majors with an interdisciplinary range of scholarly methodologies.  WOST 201 is broadly interdisciplinary.  WOST 255 approaches gender in the context of the social sciences, focusing on the field of psychology in particular.  WOST 301 provides a theoretical basis for the major, and is also interdisciplinary in its explorations of different approaches to theorizing gender.  WOST 302 includes sociological and anthropological approaches to the constructions of the categories of sex and gender.  As a pair, the requirement of one course in the literary and/or visual arts and one course in history provides exposure to literary, artistic, and historical methodologies in the humanities.  The one major gap here is a course in the Natural Sciences.  The Women’s Studies Program is committed to bringing such a course to SUNY Fredonia, and Professor Joy Bilharz is currently researching this possibility.  In the future, we would like to see the core total 24 credit hours, with a course on Women and Science added in.  WOST 401 provides an opportunity for students to synthesize their learning through a self-designed course of study, based either in a scholarly thesis, an internship, or a research-based project.

Rationale for Electives: Requiring students to select courses from each of these three elective categories assures interdisciplinary breadth in the major.  There is no one department that is represented in all three categories.  The groupings provide cultural, social, and transnational contexts that complement the methodological organization of the core.  Students must take at least one course from each area, which gives them a great deal of freedom in organizing their electives and mobility in crafting areas of concentration within the major without losing its interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary strengths. 

Note on Speaking-Intensive Requirements:  Dr. Christina Jarvis is teaching WOST 301 Feminist Theory during Dr. McCormick’s sabbatical in Spring 2006.  The course will be proposed as speaking-intensive in the near future. 

Submitted by: Dr. Adrienne McCormick, Associate Professor, Department of English, January 23, 2006

