
Hope & Healing Conference of WNY 
Presentations, speakers and resources for the community 

 June 5th & 6th, 2019 
State University of New York at Fredonia: Williams Center 

 

Wednesday, June 5th 
 
8:30 am REGISTRATION OPENS       
 
9:00 - 9:15 am Welcome & Introductions 

Dr. Kevin Kearns, Vice President, State University of New York at Fredonia, Division of Advancement, 
Engagement & Economic Development  

George Borrello, Chautauqua County Executive 
James Quattrone, Chautauqua County Sheriff 

 
9:15 - 10:15am KEYNOTE 
Dr. Davina Moss King, Ph.D., President/Owner of Positive Direction and Associates, Inc. 
“The New Millennium:  Providing Hope and Healing While Simultaneously treating Substance Use Disorders 
(SUDs) and Mental Health (MH)” 
 
15 MINUTE BREAK 
 
10:30 -12pm FRED Talks  
Take It to The Box Initiative - Kelley Potter, Coalition Coordinator, HOPE Chautauqua 
Mindfulness - Sheridan Smith, Certified Peer Advocate, Mental Health Association of Chautauqua County 
MAT - Benefits and Common Misconceptions - Julie Apperson, Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner, 

UPMC Chautauqua 
Harm Reduction - Ian Eastman, SEP Program Coordinator, Evergreen Health 
Create Your Own Happiness - Rachel Ludwig, Program Director, Chautauqua Tapestry 
ODMAP in Chautauqua County - Bree Agett, Epidemiology Manager, Chautauqua County Dept. of Health & 

Human Services 
The Power of Prevention – Prevention Works - Melanie Witkowski, Executive Director, CASAC 
Opioid Epidemic & Infants - Leanna Luka-Conley, Deputy Commissioner of Adult, Children, and Family Services, 

Chautauqua County Dept. of Health & Human Services 
But Do They Work?  Faith-Based Programs for Addiction - Steven Kilburn Vice Chair of Addiction Response 

Ministry and Grant Director for HRSA through Chautauqua County Dept. Mental Hygiene 
 
12:00 – 1:00pm LUNCH 
 
1:00 – 2:15pm Break Out Session 1 

1. Coping Strategies to Enhance Recovery - Dr. Davina Moss King, Ph.D., President/Owner of Positive 
Direction and Associates, Inc. 

2. Six Principles of Healthy Relationships - Natasha Juma, Prevention Educator, CASAC 
3. I’m Hurting Too (Children Living in a Chemically Dependent Home) - Laurie Reynolds, Associate 

Director, CASAC  
4. Suicide Prevention Communications in a System of Care Community - Victoria Patti. Community 

Engagement Coordinator &Training Specialist, Chautauqua County Dept. of Mental 



Hygiene/Community Alliance for Suicide Prevention Coordinator & Ann Rosenthal, Public Relations 
Coordinator, Chautauqua County Dept. of Mental Hygiene/Chautauqua Tapestry 

5.  Achieving and Understanding Cultural (responsiveness) Competence - Jose Quinones-Visot, Cultural 
Outreach & Engagement Specialist, Chautauqua Tapestry 

 
15 MINUTE BREAK 
 
2:30 - 3:45pm Break Out Session 2 

1. Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems-Behind the Vapor - Ken Dahlgren, Community Engagement, 
Tobacco-Free Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany   

2. Overdose Prevention & Narcan Administration - Alison Espin, RN Supervisor and Program Director for 
Opioid Prevention Program, UPMC Chautauqua WCA (LIMITED SPACE) 

3. The Story of the Opioid Crisis in Chautauqua County - Dan Webb, Co-Owner, Catalyst Research, LLC, 
Bree Agett, Epidemiology Manager, Chautauqua County Dept. of Health & Human Services, Kelley 
Potter, HOPE Chautauqua, Coalition Coordinator 

4. LGBTQ+ Youth, Helping an at Risk Population - Ann Rosenthal, Public Relations Coordinator, 
Chautauqua County Dept. of Mental Hygiene/Chautauqua Tapestry and Jose Quinones-Visot, Cultural 
Outreach & Engagement Specialist, Chautauqua Tapestry 

5. NYS System of Care Updates - Angela Keller, Project Co-Director for NYS Systems of Care Pilot, NYS 
Office of Mental Health 

 
4:00 - 4:30pm Closing Remarks & Evaluations 
 
 

Thursday, June 6th 
 
8:30 am -  REGISTRATION OPENS       
 
9:00 - 9:15 Welcome & Introductions 

Patricia Brinkman, Director of Community Services, Chautauqua County Dept. of Mental Hygiene                 
Christine Schuyler, Commissioner, Chautauqua County Department of Health and Human Services  

 
9:15 - 10:30 Break Out Session 1 

1. Results Based Accountability: Using Data to Move from Theory to Practice - Denise Sulzbach, Deputy 
Director of SAMHSA’s National Training & Technical Assistance Center for Child, Youth, & Family Mental 
Health  

2. Adolescent Sexual Exploitation in Chautauqua County & Mental Health and Substance Abuse Needs for 
Survivors -Taylor Winter, Certified Health Educator Specialist, YWCA Jamestown and Wendy Lescyns, 
Community Educator, YWCA Jamestown 

3. Ice-8 (Innovate, Collaborate, Educate) Update - Brady Deuink, Community Health Education Specialist, 
BOCES  

4. The Talk (A prevention toolkit) Chautauqua Tapestry & CASAC - Rachel Ludwig, Project Director, 
Chautauqua Tapestry, Eric Williams, Prevention Education Coordinator, CASAC, Patricia Whetstone, 
Prevention Education Coordinator, CASAC 

5. Medication Assisted Treatment Overview and Discussion - Dr. Scott Cunningham, D.O., Medical 
Director, Chautauqua County Department of Mental Hygiene and MAT team  

 
15 MINUTE BREAK 



10:45am – 12pm KEYNOTE 
Emma Fabian, Senior Director of Harm Reduction for Evergreen Health, leads a panel discussion.  “Nothing 

About Us Without Us—The Crucial Role of Persons with Lived Experience in Shaping Programs and 
Communities That Serve Them” 

 
12:00 – 1:00 pm LUNCH  
 
1:00 -2:30 pm KEYNOTE PLENARY 
Dr. Mansoor Kazi, Director, Program Evaluation Center, State University of New York at Fredonia, Division of 

Advancement, Engagement & Economic Development “Human Services & School Big Data from 
Manchester City Council (UK), Chautauqua County, and Rockland County”  

 
15 MIN BREAK 
 
2:45 - 4:00pm Break Out Session 2:  

1. Psychopharmacology - Dr. Peter Coffman, Psychiatrist, Brookville Behavioral Health/Dubois Counseling 
Center 
2. Save Lives, Fight Stigma - Ian Eastman and Seanna Pratt, Community Health & Harm Reduction 
Specialist, Evergreen Health  
3.  What Works & For Whom:  Chautauqua Tapestry Partners’ Local Evaluation Findings - Dr. Mansoor Kazi, 
Director, Program Evaluation Center, State University of New York at Fredonia, Division of Advancement, 
Engagement & Economic Development 
4.  Youth Leadership, Peer Networking and Family Advocacy - Christina Breen, Youth Lead Training Advisor, 
Family Peer Support Services, Inc., Dawn Jennings, Family Peer Advocate, Family Peer Support Services, Inc. 
5. Overdose Prevention & Narcan Administration _ Alison Espin, RN Supervisor and Program Director for 
Opioid Prevention Program, UPMC Chautauqua WCA (LIMITED SPACE) 

 
4:00 - 4:30pm Closing Remarks & Evaluations 
 


