Minutes of the General Education Committee

Friday, October 21st, 2011, 12:00-1:00

Fenton 2157
Present:  Andrea Zevenbergen (Chair), Steven Fabian (Secretary), Dawn Eckenrode, Ingrid Johnson-Robledo, Sherri Mason, Todd Proffitt, Guangyu Tan

Absent:  Taihyeup Yi, Laura Koepke

1. Welcome

· Chair welcomed everyone at noon.

2. Approval of Agenda

· Hearing no objections, the agenda for October 21st was approved.

3. Approval of Minutes from September 30th, 2011

· Hearing no objections, the minutes for September 23rd were approved.

4. Announcements

· Proffitt and Mason shared a brief discussion about the progress towards developing baccalaureate goals among the Task Force on Baccalaureate Goals.  They reported that the committee has met twice so far and that Jan McVickers is the chair.  The committee is charged with the goal of creating a rough draft of baccalaureate goals (which will help to redesign GenEd) by the end of the semester.  Their first assignment is to identify what makes Fredonia unique and what the future for Fredonia will be like.  They analyzed the LEAP framework as part of this process.  There will be a website set up that will be accessible via the President’s webpage in order to encourage ongoing campus discussion on various issues related to this development.  Questions will be posted to get feedback and keep the site dynamic.  The committee will also reach out to students, perhaps by using Facebook.
· Chair suggested using GenEd Committee for feedback if needed.

5. Course Proposals
· After analysis and discussion of several course proposals, the following decisions were made:

· PHYS 400:  The motion to approve this course for Oral Communication was made, seconded and carried.
· BUAD 499:  The motion to approve this course for Oral Communication was made, seconded and carried.
· CDS 419:  The motion to remove this course from Speaking Intensive was made, seconded and carried.

· INDS 206:  The motion to approve this course for Humanities was made, seconded and carried.
· ENGL 303:  The motion to approve this course for Other World Civilizations was made, seconded and carried; however, this was approved with caveats.  This proposal had been previously rejected because the content of the syllabus was more appropriate for the Western Civilizations category.  The current submission meets Other World Civilizations requirements, but discussion ensued about whether this course could be taught by different faculty members who would have the liberty to change the content of the syllabus, thus causing the course to fail to achieve the category’s student learning outcomes.  The Chair of the English Dept will be informed about ensuring that this course remains true to its category in future incarnations.
6. Oral Communications Proposal Form 
· The motion to approve this form was made, seconded and carried.
7. GenEd Assessment Form

· Before the committee examines the form for approval, it was agreed that feedback was desired from the assessment subcommittees first.  The Committee is looking for clarifications, whether more information is necessary, whether the form is adequate, and if there are any omissions.  Committee will then discuss the form in two weeks’ time.

8. Adjourn

· Committee agreed to meet on Nov. 4th next because of Advising Week next week.
· Adjourned at 12:50pm.
