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Albany - The state university of New York Board of rrustees today passed a resolution to support a ,,Tobacco-Free
suNY' policy and the development of New York state legislation that bans the use of tobacco on grounds andfacilities and in vehicles owned, leased, or controlled oy suttv.

ln doing so, suNY becomes the largest public university system in the country to adopt a comprehensive
tobacco-free policy.

"Tobacco use on colle-ge campuses is a serious public health issue for which suNy can be a larger part of thesolution," said Board Chairman H. Carl McCall" "By establishing a policy that will prohibit the usJof icbacco amongour 468,000 students and 88'000 employees on campuses across New York, we will have a positive impact on theirhealth and that of our visitors."

"SUNY has a responsibility to promote the health of our students, faculty, staff and visitors while they are on ourcampuses," said SUNY Chancellor Nancy L- Zimpher. "l commend the tsoard for making the health of these groups apriority and I look forward to working with legislative leaders to develop a state law that will make suNy 100 percenttobacco-free by the end of next year.',

Today's resolution is a result of the chancellor's Task Force for a Tobacco-Free suNy which included broadrepresentation of SUNY's students, faculty, staff, campus administration, along with other partners from thecommunity, in an effort to lead a collaborative implementation process of a tobacco-free sUNy policy.

Under current law and a 
1oryy€d?et:d,Pv the state University Board on January 11, zoor,smoking is banned onsuNY campuses in indoor areas, including residence halls, and in vehicles owned or leased by the state university.

studies show that yoring people ages 18-24 have the highest smoking rate of all adults; and smoking contributessignificantly to the risk of fires in buildings, dormitories, and other campus structures;.

About the State University of New york
The state university of New York is the largest comprehensive universihT system in the united states, educatingnearly 468'000 students in more than 7,500 degree and certificate programs on 64 r:ampuses with more than 3 millionalumni around the globe. To learn more about how SUNY creates opportunity, uisit frr"qqr,*lilv.e'*'q
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Th* prcposed resclution expresses suppar-t by th* Soard *f Trust*es cf a
Tcbacca-Free $UNY policy and the ena*tfirent *f legislatinnr that bans the use af
tobacco on grounds and facilities and in vshi*lec owned, iease nr conrtrulied by
th* $tate University or its related entities.

ffieqqlslien

I rcc*rnmsnd that the B*ard o{ Trustees adopt the {sltolving res*lutt*n:

Whereas- cne oi the six Sig fdeas af the Fower of $UNY is
S{.",}\lY and A Healthier f{ew Ycrk; and

Wher*as th* State lJniversity sf N*w Y*rk is respon*ihl* fcr
pronnotinE the hsatth of stud*nts, $taff and visit*rs whlle an
canrtpus; and

WtrereFs tcbaccs ilse on cclleg* campuses is a serioLls
puntic health issue in New Yark State and throughout the
U.S.;  and

Whersas nurn*flous studies sl^l*w ttrat young peopl* ages
1S-*4 have the !^righe*t sm*king rate of all adults; and

tvhers&s *rnoking esntributes significani|y tn the risk *f fires
inr buildings, d*rrnit*ri** mnd other eampr":s structures: and

Vlhereas a Tobacco-Free SUNY p*iicy wauld prohibit

tobacco use anytirne, anywhere by anyane *n sampus
ground* ot" at cesl"lpr;$-spnn*ored ev*nts; and
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Whereas studies show that campus tobacco-free policies
lead to significant reductions in tobacco use by students,
faculty and staff; and

. Whereas many colleges across the country have already
adopied comprehensive tobacco-free policies, but SUNY
would be the largest public university system to do so; and

Whereas the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services reports that tobacco-related deaths nationally
number more than 430,000 per year and medical costs
attr ibutable to smoking nationally total at least $440 bi l l ion
per year; and

W.hqtpaq a Tobacco-Free SUNY policy would demonstrate
the State University of New York's commitment to be
responsible stewards by leading efforts to improve the short-
and long-term health of our students and employees; and
now, therefore, be it

Resolved that the Board of Trustees supports the State
University of New York's effort to require a l1lo/o tobacco-
free campus environment to include al l  campus buildings,
parking ramps and facilities and off-campus facilities; and,
be it further

Resolved that the Board of Trustees supports State
Iegislation mandating that al l  SUNY campuses become

- 100% tobacco free by no later than January 1,2Q14; and, be
it further'

Resolved that the Board of Trustees supports the efforts of
the Chancellor's Task Force for a Tobacco'Free SUNY,
which includes broad representation of SUNY's students,
faculty, staff, campus administration, along with other
paftners from the community, in an effort to lead a
collaborative implementation process of a Tobacco-Free

. 
SUNY policy.

Background

The proposed resolution expresses support for the enactment of
legislation to ban the use of tobacco on all facilities, indoors and out-of-doors,
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and in vehicles owned, leased or conirolled by the State University or its related
entities. .

Under current law and a policy adopted by the State University Board on
January 11,2OO7 by Res. 2OO7- 21, smoking is banned on SUNY campuses in
indoor areas, including residence halls, and in vehicles owned or leased by the
State University.


