
 

 
 
 

 

Fredonia Technology Incubator welcomes new business Orbitist 

FREDONIA, N.Y. — Dec. 2, 2015 — The Fredonia Technology Incubator is welcoming a new business, 

Orbitist, LLC, to its facility in the central business district of Dunkirk, N.Y. Orbitist is a startup company 

founded by Class of 2011 Fredonia graduate Nicholas Gunner which makes online mapping software for 

the tourism industry. The incubator currently supports nine business startups. 

“We are thrilled to have Orbitist join our ranks here at the incubator,” said Chuck Cornell, Incubator 

Director. “Nick and his company add to the mix of arts, science, and technology companies here at our 

facility.” 

Orbitist maps can be embedded on websites, shared on social media, accessed on mobile devices via 

signage or brochures, and loaded onto interactive touch-screen displays. To complement its mapping 

software, Orbitist is a multimedia production studio that produces geographic documentary film, 

photography, self-guided audio tours, and writing. The company also installs and configures touchscreen 

displays to show Orbitist maps. 

“I am excited by this opportunity to join the other entrepreneurs at the incubator,” said Nicholas 

Gunner, President of Orbitist LLC. “This move will allow me to take full advantage of the support services 

they offer and grow my company.” 

“Western New York is a treasure-trove of hidden gems, beautiful landscapes, culture and history. The 

problem is that it’s hard to communicate this intricate portfolio of attractions to visitors in a useful and 

truly meaningful way,” Gunner explained. “Think of a typical wine-tasting: You go into a winery… you try 

some wines, and then you leave. And that’s the extent of the engagement. There’s so much missed 

opportunity to expand on these experiences. Why do people love wine so much? It’s the story that 

matters. 

“Now, imagine having a map on your phone that guides you around the grape fields, letting you explore 

and learn about the wine you’re tasting. Imagine if that map could pipe multimedia content to you... 

letting you listen to the vintner tell his or her story as you walk through grape fields... maybe you see 

video content of the wine-making process, see pictures of wildlife that live amongst the grapes or hear 

an aural history of the area. Visitors long for these deeper connections to places. Given the excuse, 

they’ll flock here and spend lots of time with us exploring… we just need to tell our story better. That’s 

where Orbitist comes in.” 



Orbitist.com lets tourism agencies, museums, research institutions, and businesses tell and share their 

stories on beautiful digital maps. The company’s cloud-based application lets users map video, 

photography, text, and even Twitter posts. 

“The ability to map tweets was a feature we added on a whim, but it ended up being one of our favorite 

things about the application,” added Gunner. “It basically lets you map on-the-ground testimonials of 

people’s adventures. It’s free content and it’s authentic. It’s awesome to see on a map.” 

You can learn more about Orbitist and see sample maps by visiting http://orbitist.com. 

Located in the City of Dunkirk’s central business district, the Fredonia Technology Incubator promotes 

economic growth in Western New York by supporting entrepreneurship and the development of new, 

innovative companies into successful business ventures. The incubator provides business services, 

support, networking, and educational opportunities for startup businesses. The Incubator also provides 

internships and training opportunities for students; attracts and retains college graduates in the area; 

and provides support services to community organizations and leaders. The incubator is a “mixed-use” 

business incubator with a focus on arts- and technology-based startups. It is part of Fredonia’s Division 

of Engagement and Economic Development (EED) which oversees the university’s economic 

development programs, including StartUp NY. 
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Full resolution logos can be downloaded here: 

http://orbitist.com/media 

Embed code for a sample map – A natural history snowmobile tour of Chautauqua County from the 

Roger Tory Peterson Institute: 

<iframe width="100%" height="500px" src="https://app.orbitist.com/launch/embed?mapid=90" 

frameborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe> 

Embed code for a video loop demonstrating an Orbitist map showcasing the migration of the Arctic 

Tern: 

<div class="wistia_responsive_padding" style="padding:55.63% 0 28px 0;position:relative;"><div 

class="wistia_responsive_wrapper" 

style="height:100%;left:0;position:absolute;top:0;width:100%;"><iframe 

src="//fast.wistia.net/embed/iframe/48gppkkxjq?videoFoam=true" allowtransparency="true" 

frameborder="0" scrolling="no" class="wistia_embed" name="wistia_embed" allowfullscreen 

mozallowfullscreen webkitallowfullscreen oallowfullscreen msallowfullscreen width="100%" 

height="100%"></iframe></div></div> 

<script src="//fast.wistia.net/assets/external/E-v1.js" async></script> 
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