Minutes of the General Education Committee

Tuesday, February 7th, 2012, 8:30-9:20am
Thompson E329
Present:  Andrea Zevenbergen (Chair), Steven Fabian (Secretary), Dawn Eckenrode, Sherri Mason, Todd Proffitt, Guangyu Tan, Taihyeup Yi

Excused:  Laura Koepke, Ingrid Johnston-Robledo

1. Welcome

· Chair welcomed everyone at 8:30.
2. Approval of Agenda

· Chair announced that because Laura could not make the meeting, the discussion of the conference she attended in Austin, TX, would be removed as an item from the agenda.

· The Chair asked the committee to review her minutes from the meeting on 1/27 carefully to ensure there were not any errors or anything missing. The committee had no constructive criticism to make. 
3. Approval of minutes from meeting on 1/27/12:

· Hearing no objections, a motion was made for the minutes from the last meeting to be approved.  This was seconded and passed.
4. Announcements

· The Chair passed around a draft of the next meeting’s agenda (Friday, February 10).  There are four Oral Communication proposals to review and the Chair wanted to ensure that the committee approved the delegation of the proposals before distributing the materials this week.  Committee approved.

5. Course proposals for Oral Communication category (with lead discussants)
a. ESCI 440 – Tan, Eckenrode, Fabian
· Discussants agreed the proposal was generally good, particularly with regards to descriptions of how the oral competency will be met; however, members raised questions more generally about rubrics for student evaluations.   Since there are no model rubrics available, faculty are interpreting the evaluation in diverse ways, some more detailed than others.

· Chair recommended that committee should begin to collect rubrics we deem exemplary and ask submitting faculty for permission to post these as examples for other faculty to use/borrow.  Committee agreed.
· The motion was made to approve the course proposal which was then seconded and passed.
b. CSIT 413 – Mason, Eckenrode, Tan
a. Discussants approved of the course proposal.  The motion was made to approve which was then seconded and passed.
c. CSIT 425 – Mason, Eckenrode, Tan
a. Discussants had some concerns about how the Info Management SLOs will be evaluated – examples were not provided about how this will be achieved regarding basic research techniques & locating/evaluating sources.

b. Motion was made to return the proposal to the submitting professor for further clarification and resubmission which was seconded and passed.
d. COMM 105 – Fabian, Koepke, Yi
a. Discussants noted that there was no indication about the length of time for the oral presentations assigned in this course.  Furthermore, members commented that the critical thinking/info management sections needed more clarification about how the SLOs were being addressed and evaluated.

b. Motion was made to return to the proposal to the submitting faculty for revision and resubmission.  Seconded and passed by committee.
6. Adjourn

· Meeting adjourned at 9:20am.  Remaining items were tabled for next meeting on Friday.  The group will continue to discuss the general issue of whether we should require proposals to include complete/substantial information regarding the two infused competencies of Critical Thinking and Information Management (e.g., whether the two competencies need to be linked to the general category area, whether the proposals must indicate how these are assessed).  Committee agreed to discuss the remaining Oral Communication proposals at the 2/10 meeting, but the new proposals would be discussed online via Google Docs since the committee won’t be meeting for another two weeks.
